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Archival Exercise 

A. 	Empress Maud
B.	Lacock and the Abbey


Introduction

This assignment identifies archival documents relating firstly to Empress Maud 1102-1167 and secondly the Abbey of Lacock in Wiltshire, founded in the thirteenth century. 


Methodology

[bookmark: _GoBack]Searches were initially undertaken online of The National Archives and of The Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre, and subsequently further searches were made in relation to name and title variations of Empress Maud, and of different archives such as The British Library and The Bodleian Library. Those listed are archival sources with particular significance for the chosen topic or located in different archives across the country. Particular distinction needed to be made between sources relating to Empress Maud (sometimes referred to as Queen Maud) and those regarding her contemporary, Queen Maud, wife of King Stephen. This included the fact that both of these royals were called Maud and Matilda.


A	Empress Maud

Berkeley
	Berkeley Castle Muniments
				2189 (referenced in The National Archives)
Documents dating from 1153 relating to the acquisition of land and lordship by Robert of Berkeley. The National Archives entry related to these documents notes that Robert of Berkeley took the side of Queen Maud against King Stephen, and that the French name of Matilda is translated to Maud in English. Microfilm copies of the Muniments are available at Gloucester Records Office. It is not clear as to the specific refences to Maud within the documents held in Berkeley.

Chippenham
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
1213 – Deeds of Stanley Abbey Chippenham and related records
1213/1PC
A grant of land and income, from Maud the Empress daughter of King Henry, and Henry her son Duke of Normandy, to Stanley Abbey and the brothers serving there, of land including “twenty shillings worth of land near the bridge of Lacock
which belongs to the fee of Ruda (Rowde), as long as Ruda shall be in our hands.” The grant was made at Rouen, and is thought to have occurred either between 1149-51 or from 1154, when Empress Maud is known to have been at Rouen.

Chippenham
	Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
		192 – Seymour Family Documents relating to Wiltshire
				192/54
Charter of Empress Maud, and her son Henry, dated mid 12th century, signed in Devizes, granting land in Rowde and Foxhanger to the Church in Chippenham.

Chippenham
	Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
		CC – Church Commissioners
			Bishopric Estates
				CC/Bish/254/1
Deed whereby the Empress Maud, by order of the Pope, returns to the Bishop of Salisbury the lands which she held in Cannings and Potterne.

London
	The National Archives (TNA)
		DL – Records of the Duchy of Lancaster
			DL10 – Duchy of Lancaster, Royal Charters
				STEPHEN AND MAUD
				DL 10/17 
Grant by the Empress, 1141-42, to Miles de Gloucester, Earl of Hereford, of the castle and honour of Abergavenny, co. Monmouth. Dated at: Oxford.

London
	The National Archives (TNA)
		DL – Records of the Duchy of Lancaster
			DL10 – Duchy of Lancaster, Royal Charters
				STEPHEN AND MAUD
				DL 10/18
Grant by the Empress to Miles de Gloucester of Gregory the Steward's house at Westminster. Dated at: St. Albans.

London
	The National Archives (TNA)
		DL – Records of the Duchy of Lancaster
			DL10 – Duchy of Lancaster, Royal Charters
				STEPHEN AND MAUD
				DL 10/19
Grant by the Empress to Humphrey de Bohun of all the lands he held when Henry I died, the office of Steward in England and Normandy, and Malmesbury and Box, co. Wilts. Dated at: Devizes.





B. Lacock Abbey.

Canterbury
Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library
		DEAN AND CHAPTER ARCHIVE
			Chartae Antiquae S
CCA-DCc-ChAnt/S/347 
Procedure, on 19 January 1263, for jurisdiction at Salisbury Cathedral when the see is vacant. This has been resolved at the Roman curia, and is agreed between Boniface of Savoy, the Archbishop of Canterbury and Robert de Wickhampton, Dean of Salisbury Cathedral. It lists a number of churches and religious houses over which Salisbury has jurisdiction, including Lacock Abbey, Wiltshire.

Chippenham
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
	Goldney of Chippenham
473/35 
Inspeximus, 22 April 1214, of Herbert Poore, Bishop of Salisbury, concerning an agreement relating to a tithe of manure of the demesne meadow of Eland, from which the Abbey of Stanley is discharged for an annual compensation of 12d paid to the church of Lacock.
Parties: Stanley Abbey, Robert of Gloucester, Rector of Lacock.

Chippenham
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
	Talbot family of Lacock
		Estate – Wiltshire – Deeds and Legal
			2664/1/2A/111
Indented agreement, in 1315, in French between Sir John Bluet of Lackham and the abbess, Joan de Montfort, and the convent of Lacock, that the latter are to build a lady chapel adjoining their abbey church. Bluet seal. Attached is also a note that six years remain to complete the chapel by 1321. 

Chippenham
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre
	Talbot family of Lacock
		Estate – Wiltshire – Deeds and Legal
			2664/1/2A/242
Letters, 1253, of confraternity to Ela, abbess of Lacock, and her community by H, abbot of Citeaux, on the petition of the abbot of Thame, Oxfordshire.

Lacock
	National Trust Libraries
		Lacock Abbey
				Expositiones vocabulorum Biblie
2500 word index, in Latin, of key words and phrases from the Bible, used as a resource by Nuns in the Abbey. Written in England in the 14th century, perhaps at Lacock Abbey to judge by the later provenance and the modest parchment quality, script, etc. There was formerly some evidence, available to the person who inscribed the spine, that the book was written in 1356, but this is probably a misunderstanding based on the fact that the author, William Brito, died in that year.

London
	The British Library
		Archives and Manuscripts
			Western Manuscripts
				LACOCK ABBEY MAGNA CARTA
				Add MS 46144
				MAGNA CARTA 1225
The exemplification of the Great Charter of Liberties granted by Henry III at Westminster, 11 Feb. 1225, that was sent to the county of Wiltshire and subsequently deposited at Lacock Abbey. The document is assumed to have been deposited at Lacock Abbey for safe custody by Ela, Countess of Salisbury, its Foundress in 1232 and Abbess 1239-1257, whose husband William Longespée, 3rd Earl of Salisbury, had been Sheriff of Wiltshire when it was issued, and who had herself succeeded him in this office 1227-1228 and 1231-1236. It was held by the Talbot family at Lacock before being gifted to the British Library. 

London
	The British Library
		Archives and Manuscripts
			Western Manuscripts
				Cartulary of Lacock Abbey
				Add MS 88973
Charters, rentals and customaries relating to Lacock Abbey, arranged chronologically, copied in stages in the thirteenth century, in Latin, on parchment with pre 1600 wooden board cover and binding. Commonly described as the earlier of the two Lacock Cartularies.
		
London
	The British Library
		Archives and Manuscripts
			Western Manuscripts
				Cartulary of Lacock Abbey
				Add MS 88974
Charters relating to Lacock Abbey, copied by hand in the first half of the fourteenth century (not before 1304), arranged topographically, including many copies of charters also in the earlier Lacock Cartulary.  Commonly described as the later of the two Lacock Cartularies.

London
The National Archives (TNA)
E – Records of the Exchequer
Records of the Treasury of the Receipt
E 42 – Exchequer: Treasury of Receipt: Ancient Deeds, Series AS
E 42 / 502 
Grant by The King, in 1241-42, to Ela Abbess of Lacock, to hold a weekly market. 

London
The National Archives (TNA)
WARD – Records of the Court of Wards and Liveries
Ward 2 – Court of Wards and Liveries: Deeds and Evidences
WARD 2/27/94B/28 
Indented agreement, of 3 April 1229, between Ela, countess of Salisbury, and John, rector of the church of Lacock, Wiltshire, whereby John gives his assent to the building of an abbey at Lacock, and Ela binds herself and her heirs to preserve the indemnity of the church. Witnessed by: Robert de Bingham bishop of Salisbury, William de Waude the dean, Roger of Salisbury the precentor, Robert de Hertford the chancellor, and Edmund of Abingdon the treasurer.

London
The National Archives (TNA)
WARD – Records of the Court of Wards and Liveries
Ward 2 – Court of Wards and Liveries: Deeds and Evidences
WARD 2/26/94B/11 
Inspeximus and confirmation, in 1250-53, by William Lungespeye (Longespee) of the grant made by his grandmother, Ela, countess of Salisbury, to the nuns of Lacock, comprising the manor of Lacock, Wiltshire, with the advowson of the church, the manors of Hatherop (Gloucestershire) and Bishopstrow Wiltshire, a moiety of the manor of Heddington, Wiltshire, and the advowson of the church of Shrewton, Wiltshire.

Oxford
	The Bodleian Library	
				Laud Lat. 114
Psalterium, from Lacock, Wiltshire. Abbey of St Mary the Virgin and St Bernard, of Augustinian nuns. Additional notes reference St Cyriac, to whom the Church in Lacock village is dedicated.




Future Directions for Archival Searches

Relatively few archival sources could be located for Empress Maud, with many potential documents relating to the contemporaneous Queen Maud, wife of the Empress’s rival King Stephen. Several were located in the south west of England and a more detailed examination of the history of these links could be beneficial in the future. Summaries of online records regarding Lacock Abbey are easily accessible through The National Archives, The Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre and The British Library. The British and Bodleian Libraries allow access to digital copies of the key documents they hold. Future research would be most beneficially undertaken by visit to see the documents in person. 
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