In this Essay, I am going to compare how the theories of Vygotsky, Steiner and Piaget were developed. I will also evaluate how their research, ideas and methods link to school practices including how it has helped with approaches to teaching and learning and educational policies. 

Lev Vygotsky was a psychologist, his theories of learning, identified adolescents learn through support, participation and reflection. He believed that to develop skills to do something, you needed social interaction. (McLeod, 2018).  
Cognitive learning on an individual level and within social interaction can be recognised in education today, based upon the Foundation phase framework ’learning through play’. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015). Children develop these skills, via watching and experiencing everyday living. The role of an adult, a peer and siblings all help towards developing a child’s learning. The Foundation phase framework encourages that in education, identifying the need to role play, create curiosity and discover their independent capabilities. 
As part of a varied and interesting curriculum, allowing children to initiate some of their own activities in negotiation with a practitioner, helps to promote a high level of involvement and positive dispositions to learning, both immediately and in the longer term. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015, p. 15)

Suggesting, to develop their higher learning and to continue their independence, a supportive adult or peer to learn from helps and allows a child to grow and want to learn new skills creating a collaborative learner.  Vygotsky introduced an idea that to develop their learning knowledge and skills a teacher would need to be aware of ZPD (Zone of proximal development).  Vygotsky defined the Zone of proximal development as “the distance between the actual development level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboration with a more capable peer” (Chaiklin, 2003, p. 86) The findings being very similar to that of the foundation phase framework. 
The Foundation Phase framework could also be compared to the theories of Jean Piaget. Jean Piaget was a biologist who observed his findings through the meaning of what causes learning. Piaget’s research looked only at the interest of his own children and how and they wanted to explore and interact in the world. 
Piaget researched that to develop the basic building blocks of learning you need to experience them through past and future actions. Piaget described these as schemas;
A schema can be defined as a set of linked mental representations of the world, which we use both to understand and to respond to situations. The assumption is that we store these mental representations and apply them when needed. (McLeod, 2007)

Which explains our understanding and learning can only be created with material objects and is not defined by our cognitive ability. Vygotsky would argue to develop this understanding and knowledge you need to experience cultural and social interaction to create and encourage those skills. (Bodrova, 1997).  Piaget would no doubt disagree with Vygotsky, that learning began without social support, suggesting our natural curiosity takes form from instinct no matter the social environment.
In a primary based setting, children aged 5 to 8 years old, have an opportunity to make their own choices of what they would like to play with. It could be as suggested by Piaget, natural curiosity allows the child to pick up and choose the object to play with, they do not need the teacher to guide them to choose, however, Vygotsky’s theory could argue, the setting was created by the educator which encourages the learner to interact and want to build knowledge and understanding of the environment, with guided independence. 
Burrhus Skinner, an American Psychologist had a theory which suggests a learner develops an understanding of learning through the desired response of a conditioning reaction, hoping to be a positive one, which in turn can be reinforced to encourage good behaviour.  This pattern then allows a child to learn what is right and wrong, what is good and bad or enjoyable and enables them to want to learn more, not considering their feelings or internal processes.  (Skinner, F.B. , 1953).
Skinners approach could be argued as he suggested, that to learn, you have to copy, as all learners are passive and in contrast to Piaget and Vygotsky, a young person / child is only interested in the measure of what they get out of learning, through the same sanction and rewards. In educational settings, policies and procedures are devised and adapted to help children and young people, to fulfil their full potential, ensuring the expected behaviour of a classroom has affective management by the Teacher in supporting them to thrive in their learning environment. ( Welsh Assembly Government, 2010)
“There is no single, successful, approach to behaviour issues in schools, and in schools that demonstrate good practice a range of approaches are adopted. Much of the literature stresses the importance of ‘whole-school’ and holistic strategies and indicates that the key elements associated with good behaviour, are those of an effective school.”
Which interprets not one method is a fit for all, suggesting discrepancies in Skinners theories that an intended repeated sanction and reward system will potentially work in all settings, all the time.  Educational settings create a measurable target for children and young people to be able to feel they have an opportunity achieve.  A pupil needs to feel that the teacher has control of the environment they are being taught in, with clear firm, repetitive structure and boundaries, including demonstrating good communication skills. Being able to sustain the attention of a whole class can become challenging which suggests though Skinner’s approach has its advantages, making it beneficial for the child to want to succeed, however the system could also become tiresome. 
In 2015, the Welsh Assembly Government undertook a review of the current Educational curriculum and its assessment criteria. 
The curriculum is continuously subject to pressures to change, and the specific form that the curriculum takes will change over time in response to circumstances. Some changes may occur in light of developments in educational theory, psychology and, more recently, neuroscience (Donaldson, G., 2015)

Identifying that through good practice, approaches previously researched can help a professional to reflect on long term benefits, including, alternatives that are already created can therefore be potentially adapted or developed, with potential feedback from all involved, creating a reflective approach. “Cross curricular learning is a fundamental basis to helping develop and support a child or young person, with using the points of view of the child/young person”, as stated in the Donaldson Report (Welsh Government, 2015).  

Piaget proposed there were 4 stages of development; Sensorimotor stage (birth to two years old), Preoperational stage (ages two to four), Concrete operations (ages seven to eleven), Formal operations (beginning at ages eleven to fifteen). (Mooney, 2013). Piaget’s stages of learning, he found to involve their own curiosity ‘learning through play’ which creates the active learner as Donaldson’s report suggests and adapted through the foundation phase framework, yet Piaget’s findings could be suggested to have disadvantages, due to a non-inclusive nature and approach. Piaget believed that “a teacher, cannot teach a child, they build their own understanding. All children develop the same” (Mooney, 2013, p. 81).  
In practice Skinners and Piaget’s theory could potentially exclude a child in an educational setting, who has many factors affecting their stage of development, special educational needs, culture, social and emotional well-being. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2006).
The Donaldson report fundamentality puts the wellbeing of a child or young person at the fore front of helping a child develop the skills to learn, creating alternative approaches which can support the needs of the learner. The Donaldson report in comparison to Piaget suggests there are, five stages of development ‘a road map’ which helps them to progress further; Ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16.  (Welsh Government, 2015).  
These Progression Steps should be identified within each Area of Learning and Experience. They should be designed in ways that offer space for those who develop skills and knowledge earlier and support for those whose progress is slower. (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 7)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This highlights the importance of inclusion and suggests getting the full potential out of a learner, healthy challenge can potentially help develop the need to try which is important for their wellbeing, ‘Shaping’ the child / young person’s thinking, a concept created by Lev Vygotsky.  Adapting settings to fit the needs of all learners, with differentiation of classroom activities can allow a child to want to make choices. 



