
































Introduction
This case study was lifted from NSPCC Website, and it is about four years old Kimberly living with her single-parent father, her interest in ironing board became a concern to Gemma. The latter rented her apartment to Kimberly and her father. It is set up to understand the meaning of child's neglect and how to recognise the signs of negligence in a child. It is geared towards the possible factors that can lead to child's neglect in the UK today. Neglect can be challenging to identify sometimes as it does not visibly show in the outward of a child it can take place in a concealed way. Neglect can mean that a child is physical, emotional, educational and medically neglected. However, research has shown that some life circumstances can make it difficult for parent and carers to provide the needs of a child when this is the case, it can put a child at risk of neglect. NSPCC.org.uk
What is Neglect
Neglect can be referred to as failing to meet the basic needs of a child, and this is classified as the usual form of child abuse when a child is left to go hungry without shelter, appropriate clothing, unsupervised and without proper health care. This can expose children and young adult to danger. And this can have a long-lasting effect on their physical and mental wellbeing.
Most times, a neglecting child is unable to realise what is happening and might accept it as expected, and sometimes blame themselves, if a child is confident to talk about neglect, it essential to diligently listen to what they say and reassure them and swiftly report to the appropriate authorities.NSPCC.org.uk
When a child has suffered abuse and neglect it becomes unsafe to remain with the family unit thereby attracting the attention of child welfare services who are obligated to provide safety and conducive home, and adequate measure to secure their wellbeing providing them with the resources to recover from hurt. https://www.childrensrights.org/newsroom/fact-sheets/child-abuse-and-neglect/
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Case study 
Kimberly is four years old who has an interest with the ironing board, and her dad is a single parent who was renting a flat which Gemma who is age 44 is the owner. Gemma was sceptical when Kimberly told her that she loves ironing task, it was strange to see four years old would love to do the ironing. Gemma did not want to dwell on the issue in other not to make Kimberly's dad feel uneasy with the situation.
As time went by, Gemma stated observing that Kimberly was wearing clothes that were uncomfortable for her age, indicating one of the signs of neglect. At age eight, she was still using clothes meant for five years old. Her school clothes were rough and dirty, and her father never tried to provide the basic needs that Kimberly requires, sometimes she has hair lice.
Gemma being human started feeling compassionate towards Kimberly and stated to purchase new clothes and underwear for Kimberly. However, she was concern that her father might feel offended if he finds out she is indirectly buying things for Kimberly; she did not want to overstep her boundaries.
As stated by the NSPCC, poor appearance, unclean clothes, roughness, poor physical hygiene and unprocessed medical conditions are significant signs of child's neglect. The numbers of times a call has been put through to report child's neglect cases offences are rising as recorded by NSPCC.
Kimberly now preferred to spend more time with Gemma to her dad because she does not get 
the care, love and attention at home. At this time, Gemma has noticed that Kimberly likes to eat the lamb that is what she cooks on Fridays. She will invite Kimberly for dinner and help her with homework, and Kimberly's dad did not mind or care where his child was, she was being neglected from Gemma's observation. In the society today many children are being neglected and uncared for when noticed you should not ignore it, there is a need to talk about it with the appropriate authorities. 
Research, as stated by NSPCC, proves that the total cases of Childs savagery and neglect in the UK have risen by 75 per cent in the past ten years. With the evidence of drugs and alcohol, the house was unsafe for Kimberly to live.'
Gemma contacted social services out of concerns for Nicole, and there was an intervention which eventually enables Gemma to gain a guardianship order for Kimberly.


Contributing factors possibly linked to child's abuse and neglect are parent or custodian who is very young not having the knowledge of child's rearing and might be a victim of abuse as a child and are substance abusers. Social isolation and lack of parental understanding and basic skill to recognise the needs of a child, criminal ventures. When a parent does not have a secure attachment with the child, it increases the risk of neglect. (Parkinson et al., 2017).
The family structure, according to research, shows that children in a single-parent home are more prone to the risk of neglect and abuse than children living with two biological parents. Single parent home is likely to be on a low income and can lead to stress. However, research has also shown that two biological parents are having a secure relationship, whether they live in the same house or not can impact the development of the child and might reduce the risk of neglect.
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/foundation_34.pdf
Child's factor. The age of a child and physical and mental development makes them at risk of neglecting behaviour, no child should be blamed for being vulnerable. However, some factors make them more prone, especially those with disabilities.
The environment is a contributing factor of abuse and neglect, where there is a high level of unemployment solidity of substance abuse with pore social interrelation might increases the risks of neglect. https://www.abusewatch.net/res_factors.php#5{Accessed 22/11/2020















The specific subject of this case study is the neglect of a 4-year-old child who the father gives a task of ironing at her age. The child at this age is vulnerable and need affection; someone to support and provide guidance to be in a safe space. However, the child was faced with neglect by her father who hardly notices if she eats or cares to provide basic needs, e.g., clothing, most times the child is with the neighbour and the father do not care where she is because the father is always on drugs and was unable to provide and protect his child under the influence of substance abuse, three was no proper nurture and emotional attachment between father and daughter. The child could be vulnerable to abuse from family, or friends if the parent is under the influence of substance abuse and he is unable to protect the child from predators
A child according to research is any person who is below eighteen years old, who is vulnerable and cannot help his or herself, who need an adult to provide basic needs, physical and mental support. A child is somebody who needs affection and guidance to be safe. According to {James & James 2008} are of the view that a child is a social actor and could establish their event. The child can be influenced by the harmful activities and might assume it to be normal. This is a risk factor for a child.
This case study has established that the child was in danger of abuse and neglect, expose to an unsafe environment with substance abuse. Scared seeing her father in the state of unconsciousness, and this has the tendencies to affect a child's phycological and emotional state. She was fortunate to have a neighbour who looked out for her and reported to the appropriate authorities.
The child character in this case study was from a single-family structured, where only one parent is responsible for a child, this type of family structure is characterised with the negative outcome of low income, unemployment, and unconducive home to live.
The neglect in this report revolved around environmental danger, absence of supervision, desertion, undernutrition and failure to provide care. For child protection system to be effective, it is the responsibility of the Department for Education to set out a protection policy and legislation and statutory guidance of the child. {NSPCC}
According to the Children Act 2004, every child has the right to live and to be provided for, and it is the responsibility of the local authorities to provide services and to support child and family in need. However, it the responsibility of the adult to report suspected abuse and neglect to the authorities for safeguarding and early intervention to be put in place for the welfare of the child. This child was vulnerable because of the lone parent dysfunctional conditions, and this can be improved on by providing professional assistance for the father to enable him to provide care for his child.








Analysis
Some relevant health and social care agencies are Social care services, Social worker and the police. Social service duty functions it to safeguard and protect the welfare of children who are vulnerable to all kinds of harm, and they make sure a child is healthy, clothed and not hungry. {Howells Lega}.
Social worker gets involved with children known to the social service, the make sure the child welfare is a priority. It is their responsibility to investigate whether a child is being abused or neglect. They also have the obligation to make a court order application for emergency intervention for child's protection. {Essay's}
Police provide protection for children suspected to be at risk of abuse, harm and neglect
Holistic intervention in this case study was the neighbour who noticed signs of neglect and reported to the authorities and was given a court order as the child's guidance until there is the father make a positive recovery.

Safeguarding children policy
This policy is set up to provide guidance and legislation on the defence of children to be protected from harm, abuse and neglect, preventing defect of children's development.
Safeguarding policy initiates the principles and the commitment of professionals and agencies to attain the desired result, which then supports and establish the practice reforms. This policy makes certain that agencies are aided in their commitment to safeguard and promote the welfare of children because the legal framework validate police. In addition, it is essential to understand and made clear any situation which influence the welfare and safety of children. When a child suffers from abuse and neglect, assessment is carried out to determine the nature of needs and services to be required by the local authorities, and this also put statutory duties on social workers. (Working together to safeguard children 2018)
Childcare Act was first set up in 1989. However, Children Act 2004, establishes the basis for better-unified planning, commissioning and delivering children's services, clearer responsibility for council children's services. It was established to promote early intervention, providing stable leadership in other to achieve an outcome.


The child, the young people and family, become the subject of assessment when a case is recorded and registered with the social council for additional professional support and early intervention where there are cases of abuse and neglect. Social service is responsible for picking up safeguarding issues after assessment.
Social worker as an agency is assigned to a case for investigation, based on the information gathered there is a set-up of care prevention planning, the child social welfare liaises 
with child protective services—therapist and councillors' teachers and members of the community and the police for the outcome.
The current policy emphasised that for the practical safeguarding of children to be reached, it is essential that children are at the centre of the system and every persons and agency   are committed to their roles working together to meet the needs of the most vulnerable children {HM Government, 2015}  
Although progressing the welfare of children making sure of their protection from harm can be challenging. As stated by {Powell, 2011}. It cuts across the sector of multi-professional and inter-agency working together. This includes children social care, health doctors, teachers and the police, and they all need to understand their role within safeguarding. There are needs for multi-disciplinary service to have effective communication and fair sharing of information.
In this case study, the social worker provided advice, support, and resources, police were involved for court proceedings, therapist for emotional support of the child, and the court granted custody of the child.           














Evaluation and Recommendation
The relevant agencies responses were through referrals, effective communication and sharing of information—the school. Social council, police, law agencies and health officers played their roles in providing holistic care plan for the child in need.
However, the social worker could be successful in identifying a child who needs significant help from harm. But most of the time children do not always receive the in-depth assessment for good outcome. (Brandon et al., 1999; Forrester, 2008}.
[bookmark: _Hlk58519550]These recommendations were taken from https://www.communitycare.co.uk/munro-review/.
Local authorities need to appraise and redesign ways in which child and family social work is delivered, drawing on evidence of effective intervention. There is a need for a chief social worker to be created in government. It is the responsibility of the local authorities to have a legal duty to provide sufficient early intervention services. Local outcomes should be carried out by local safeguarding children boards, including efficacy and values for money of early intervention and multi-agency training.
Research is required on the effect of health reforms on partnership working in child protection.
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Conclusion
This case study has explained the meaning of child's neglect, the impact and risk factor. Through research, different care health agencies and policies safeguarding and protecting children in harm's way were identified.
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