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Task 1- 300 Words
Essential Skills for study and employment in the creative industries Essay:

In the Creative Industries there are many important skills that we must gain and develop through our time of study. It is essential for us to develop technical skills such as, creative writing skills, correct Harvard referencing skills and being able to use creditable sources. (Arts University Bournemouth, 2023)
One of the main technical skills that are required for us to learn is Creative writing skills, a lot of the work we produce is very technical and it must be described in depth and without using creative writing we can lose a lot of the information and description of what we’re talking about, whether that is a dance routine or a practitioner. We can also use creative writing skills to help us write our own monologues or songs, having these skills will help us write in a more deep and descriptive way than just simple terminology and punctuation. (Vera RD, 2015)
Another one of the essential skills that we need is correct Harvard referencing. This skill is one of the most important ones out there for anyone to learn, it is vital for anyone writing essays or putting creative work out into the internet as it helps us give credit to anyone who’s work, we have quoted or used as inspiration in our own. The world has evolved and now the internet has a huge impact on our lives it is important for us to give credit to anyone who has their work published online as that is how most people work now. (Casa Education, 2001)
Creditable sources are the last of the skills, it is important because in every piece of writing there is research that goes into it, it can make any arguments that we make in our work week if we don’t use secure sources as we don’t know if they are entirely true. (Steveson University, 2023)
In conclusion, even though we may not be as academic having skills such as: Creative writing, Harvard referencing, and creditable sources are as equally as important and our stamina or flexibility or vocal health.
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Task 2- 800 Words
Reflective Essay

Today we had our acting session which we have every Tuesday, we all get 30 minutes each of acting time where we are given time to perform our previously learnt monologue of the chosen style of that week. So far, we have performed a British Contemporary and Shakespeare and this week we were performing our Film and TV Monologue. My chosen monologue this week was one from the film ‘Bridesmaids’, it was ‘Annie’s Monologue’ where she ruins her best friend ‘Lillian’s ‘ engagement shower because she finds out that ‘Lillian’ has been invited to Paris by her new sister-in-law ‘Helen’ who to ‘Annie’ has taken over the role of being ‘Lillian’s’ best friend, we see throughout the film that as ‘Annie’s’ life falls apart as she starts to lose everyone and everything around her and becomes jealous of ‘Helen’ because she is so perfect. (IMDb, 2011)
Before my lesson, I wanted to make sure that I had a full understanding of the film. I started by trying to understand why this monologue was written and what exactly my character ‘Annie’ has been through. I discovered that ‘Annie’ has recently lost her bakery business and her partner who she was with eventually tells her he is not looking for anything serious and he rejects her leaving her crushed and later when she meets this new guy, she finds it hard to let herself open up to him. At the start of the film, she had been invited to be the maid of honour, later, she became very jealous of her new sister-in-law as she became very protective of ‘Lillian’. I think she felt like she was being pushed away as the best friend. This meant that she wasn’t as close with ‘Lillian’ and she had no body to talk to. This happening, along with everything else makes me think she was getting more and more upset until this monologue where she spills everything she’s been holding in and explodes in front of everyone as she has lost all her dignity. (Moviepedia, 2011)
 To further my research, I made sure to find the subtext of the script, which is where I would look at the text and try to figure out the deeper meaning of the words, I would take my script read it through and then try to figure out what they might be masking behind what they said. For example, the sentence ‘Lillian this is not the ‘You’ I know.’ After reading through this line a few times and because I knew the backstory to their friendship I could sympathise with ‘Annie’ as I know she has finally lost it now and she is spilling her heart out to her best friend, we can see in this line that she is becoming desperate and she has got everything off her chest but now she’s worried she has ruined everything so she is trying to take a calmer and more honest approach in this line . (ivanachubbuck, 2023)
When it came to the lesson, I had prepared my monologue so that I would have an idea of where I would be positioned, who I would be addressing to and where the other characters would be placed around me. In my monologue, specifically, I’m addressing it to 2 people, so I decided to have one on the left side of the stage and one on the right side, so that the audience would know which person I was talking to depending on the side. I decided that I would be seated on a chair at the start and then start the monologue off strong as it starts off with her swearing straight away. Then on the next sections, I would stand up and shout it straight at ‘Lillian’ and occasionally swapping back to ‘Helen’.
My feedback from my performance was that I had clearly made a lot of thought-out choice and set the monologue well, however she wanted to rework it with me so that I would start it off with a passive aggressive tone so that when I got to the crazy and hectic part of the monologue it would just explode and be much more impactful. I felt that the second time I performed my monologue I had more to work with and I could build it up instead of starting strong and having nowhere to go. I felt that I made a lot of progress today and I will be making sure to use all the notes I was given and apply them to my next piece. I think the one thing which I still need to work on is my dynamics in my voice and decide where and when it’s appropriate to higher or lower my tone. I think my monologue contributed to the class because we have not had one yet which focuses of female rage or anger so I think it helped a lot of people think about how to perform a monologue like this.
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Task 3- 1000 Words
[bookmark: _Toc157079073]Live Performance Essay

On the 3rd of January 2024 I went to go watch the musical Phantom of the Opera in London. From the moment we arrived at His Majesty’s Theatre formally known as (Her Majesty’s Theatre) we were met with members of staff who promptly and efficiently sorted us into three lines depending on where we were sitting. We were seated in the upper circle therefore we were led to the furthest line across. There we were greeted with a warm welcome from the staff, a thorough look was taken of our bags, and we were on our way, our seats were on the grand circle giving us a wonderful view of the stage. However, I found that the seats were slightly restricted due to the height of the people in front of me, but I know there is not much you can do about this issue. The theatre itself is spectacular from the main stage to the doors of the fire exits it is a beautifully decorated place which made the atmosphere even more immersive. Starting roughly on time beginning a couple minutes later than expected but nothing too bad. (Wikipedia contributors, 2023)
As soon as the first scene began, I did struggle to hear a couple of the comedic lines and I think the audience did too as they only landed with the people in the front row, other than that I found that all the volume levels and lighting cues were perfectly on time and there wasn’t a single cue missing that I could see. One of the first things about the show that I picked up on was the chandelier, it was supposed to replicate the Paris Opera House Chandelier (Opera, 2024) , it was phenomenal and all the carefully chosen lights and pyros fitting with the drumbeats and set changes. The cast I watched was incredible, the talent was so amazing, I found that there wasn’t a single moment where any of them slipped up or made a mistake. The phantom (Jon Robyn’s) had the most amazing control over his voice and from the moment he stepped on stage he had brilliant stage presence creating a mysterious and eerie atmosphere with both his voice and performance every time he made an appearance. Lily Kerhoas played the role of Christine, she brough a youthful and beautiful sound and performance to the stage impressing the audience with her incredible range reaching a clean E6 (Wikipedia, 2020) I was blown away by the relationship between these two as it led me to be torn between whether Christine loved The Phantom or Raoul Viconte De Chagny. Joe Griffiths-Brown played the character Raoul Viconte De Chagny who was the love interest of Christine, at the beginning of the show I was not one hundred percent certain of him as a character as I believed that Christine and the Phantom shared a connection as she understood him, but as the show went on, I fell in love with this characters voice and his love for Christine and how he protects her from the Phantom. (Opera, 2024) 
One of the main aspects of the show that really stood out to me was the costumes, designed by the award-winning Costume designer (Maria Björnson) (Wikipedia contributors, 2023)I thought that each and every one of them were perfectly designed for each character from the choice of material and colour or just from the jewelry that was chosen to decorate them. I loved the dancers’ costumes as they were bright green and red and really stood out against the other characters and the backdrop but also with the sleeves it gave a very elegant look which I really think complimented the experience of the opera house. I was also a huge fan of the quick change that Christine does in ‘Think of me’ I thought that it was perfectly executed by all the members of the cast involved, I almost didn’t notice it was happening as she was singing. Throughout the rest of the musical various costumes stood out to me, for example, I really loved all the costumes in ‘Masquerade’ as they were so individual to each performer. Some of the things that I did pick up on watching this performance was that I think a lot of the costumes although they were beautifully made and suited each character, some of them were slightly too long or were almost a hazard for the performers especially Christine’s nigh gown in ‘Phantom of the Opera’. (KF Costumes, 2019)
The next part of the show which I was analyzing was the set, I found that the set was one of the best parts of the show, even the actual theatre felt like part of the set as it was so eerie in there and the decorations and style of the theatre made me feel even more immersed in the performance. The only part of the set which I wasn’t quite sold to was one of the scenes where the phantom hangs the backstage manager, I felt that it was almost comedic as it was very unrealistic and it bounced up and down for a while, making it look like a dummy and I felt it drew some of the magic away. However, I loved how in the song ‘Phantom of the Opera’ the stairs were moving up and down the stage to give the illusion that they were travelling down to his layer, I thought it was so interesting how they travelled to each staircase whilst they were moving too.
After watching this show for the first time, I don’t think I could’ve received a better experience. From the front of house staff to the excellent performers and band, I felt that I had a magical experience and enjoyed every second of it. Although I may not come to see it again, this experience has given me a positive and inspiring outlook on the musical itself. I think that all the parts were casted perfectly and the spirit and the bond that the cast have together is quite amazing to watch.
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