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Judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. To what extent do you agree with this statement?
To answer the question, the main body of this essay will discuss if judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. Starting with the role of a judge, the powers conferred upon them, why the law should be clear and intelligible. Then looking into if judges are servants of the public and if they are in a position of trust. 
[bookmark: _Int_YChFp2NO]The role of a judge is to preside over the trial and ensure that each party is given a fair chance to state their case. The judge will recap the case’s facts and explain the law to the jury at the conclusion of the trial. The judge will think about the best punishment if the jury finds the defendant guilty (HMCT,2020). Their role is to ensure that justice is administered fairly and impartially according to the laws and principles of the legal system. One of the most important aspects of a judge's job is that they must make decisions that are impartial and neutral. They should not have any financial or personal stake in how the cases they handle turn out. Judges are also in charge of analysing each case's facts and applying the law accordingly. To make a fair decision, they evaluate the evidence offered, consider important and relevant statuses, legal precedents, and constitutional provisions. Judges supervise how the trial is conducted in court. They make sure that the rules are followed, that both parties have a chance to present their cases and supporting materials, and that the trial moves along smoothly. Judges make decisions on a variety of legal issues that emerge throughout a trial, such as the admissibility of evidence, objections, and motions. Judges make decisions or pronounce verdicts after carefully weighing all the available evidence and legal arguments. In criminal cases, these judgements can determine a defendant's guilt or innocence; in civil cases, they can establish liability or damages. When a defendant is found guilty in a criminal case, judges may impose sentences after considering the seriousness of the offence, mitigating circumstances, and the defendant's history. Judges are in charge of protecting the rights to a fair trial and treatment in accordance with the law, which includes upholding the due process rights of all parties in a legal dispute. Judges may be able to evaluate the constitutionality of laws and government actions in some legal systems thanks to the judicial review power. To ensure a fair and just judicial system, judges must uphold their independence, integrity, and adherence to the law. Their choices have a big effect on people, society, and the legal system overall. (Guillames, 2016)
[bookmark: _Int_MJ9smXPH]The powers conferred upon a judge can vary depending on the jurisdiction and the specific court they preside over. However, in general judges typically possess a range of powers that allow them to administer justice fairly and effectively. One of the most significant powers of the judiciary is judicial discretion, which allows judges to make decisions in certain situations without having to adhere to a set of rules or a body of established law. One example of the independence of our judiciary is the idea of discretionary power. In this case, the judges violate important judicial rulings or go beyond the boundaries established by law. This circumstance is sometimes referred to as judicial activism. (D.R. Seghal,2020). 
[bookmark: _Int_ES5VHCxp][bookmark: _Int_sTbNNBxh]Should the law be clear and intelligible? Simply put, yes. To the greatest extent possible, the law ought to be understandable and clear. A well-functioning legal system must be clear and understandable for a number of reasons. A law's accessibility to the general public, including those who might not have a legal background, is ensured by its clarity and understanding. People are more likely to know and follow the law when it is clear to them, which encourages a society that upholds the law. Consistency and predictability in legal outcomes are provided by clear laws. When the law is simple to understand, people and businesses are better able to foresee the effects of their decisions, which supports stability and justice in the legal system. Government officials and agencies can more successfully implement and enforce the law when it is clear and understandable. Legal uncertainty or difficulty in interpretation can result in disputes and confusion. Fundamental human rights must be sufficiently protected by the law.   It is simpler for judges and courts to interpret and apply the law to the cases they are presented with when the laws are clear. This may result in more effective and impartial dispute resolution. Transparency in the legal system is increased by laws that are simple to understand. Citizens can hold legislators responsible for the laws they enact by understanding the rules that govern their behaviour. Laws that are clearer are less likely to be subject to conflicting interpretations, rulings, and legal loopholes. As a result, there is more legal certainty and less chance of irregular law enforcement. (Gov.uk, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Int_x7ufy2h7]Although judges are servants of the public, they are not public servants. A judge's responsibility is to carry out the law’s requirements while dispensing justice impartially and without consideration for the views or policies of the executive branch of government. Judges, magistrates, and those employed by parliament are not civil servants. Civil servants are those who are employed by the crown. At the national level, the "Crown" plays the same function that the "State" does at the global level. The Crown or State is represented by the Executive (the current administration). Governments come and go, but the Crown and the State endure. The people employed by the Monarch are not considered to be civil servants, at least not in this context, because "The Crown" does not include Her Majesty. The majority of civil servants work in government departments and are therefore employed by government ministers, though this is not always the case. People who work for Parliament are not considered to be civil servants because of how distinct it is from the Crown. (M.Stanley, 2023) In many legal systems, the idea of judges acting as servants of the people is a basic one. Judges are essential in maintaining the rule of law and making sure that justice is carried out in a fair and impartial manner. Judges are charged with upholding the rights of people in the community they serve by implementing and interpreting the law as public officials.
“Position of trust is a legal term that refers to certain roles and settings where an adult has regular and direct contact with children. Examples or people in a position of trust are teachers, doctors, social workers, and care workers.” (NSPCC,2020) So is a judge in a position of trust? Yes. It is true that a judge holds a position of trust inside the judicial system. Judges are tasked with maintaining the law, impartially interpreting it, and rendering judgements that have a significant impact on people’s lives and society. They play a crucial role in upholding the fairness and justice of the legal system. The belief that judges will administer the law in the case they preside over with honesty, impartiality, and independence is the foundation of the public’s trust in them. They must make decisions without regard to bias or private interests and simply based on the evidence given and the law that applies. For the public to continue to have faith in the judicial system and the rule of law, judges must be trusted. (Slapper & Kelly, 2020) 
[bookmark: _Int_1I22Hd1y][bookmark: _Int_jxINBkyk]To conclude, Judges have the responsibility with defending the rule of law, ensuring transparency, and making the law understandable to the general public in order to serve the public. This supports a just and equitable society and upholds the public’s confidence in the judicial system therefore making judges servants of the public and why they are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. In addition, judges are responsible for appropriately sentencing those that are in contempt with public safety. 
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