 

Looking back, evaluate how has your touring Theatre Production realised in practice elements of task 1 & 2?

Task one involved researching Plastic Pollution and sharing what we learnt. This sparked a passion to educate others and make them feel the way we felt; we didn’t know it was such an issue. 

Research into other Theatre companies with similar audiences allowed us to see what works. Small World Theatre created ‘The Cragen’. (“Cragen is said to dwell off the coast of Wales and experts have predicted that she will appear along the coastline with an important clean seas message during Wales’ Year of the Sea. Visitors and communities will gasp at her ingenuity and be amazed by her size (approximately 20 meters long) as she returns unwanted plastic waste from the sea to the land.”)[footnoteRef:1] Children’s reaction was innocent. They understood the characters and story which made them want to help. We used a similar idea of ‘The Great Pacific Garbage Patch’ being a monster and made a ‘scary story’ through Tales and Mythology to engage the audience and increase threat. A piece called ‘PLASIGWAELOD’ shows the effects of Plastic in Oceans and how myths can be adapted within beautiful shadow puppets. (“This work was commissioned by Aberystwyth Arts Centre for their exhibition Hanes: tales, stories, legends & myths, running 15 September 2017 – 16 January 2018. The show ran across two of the Arts Centre’s gallery spaces, and explored three main themes, which were; Wales and Legends, Folk and Fairy Tales, and Mythology”)[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  https://cleanseascragen.wales/]  [2:  http://smallworld.org.uk/projects/plastigwaelod/] 


Researching initial problem presented us with shocking statistics and information on how and why the problem arose. By creating interesting characters such as puppets and allowing them to reveal statistics such as; (“In the Milky Way galaxy alone, there are an estimated 100-400 billion stars. How mind boggling is it then, that there are currently more microplastics in our ocean than stars in our galaxy? According to the recently launched Clean Seas campaign, there may be as many as 51 trillionmicroplastics in our ocean. That’s not quite as captivating as outer space — it’s actually pretty terrifying.”)[footnoteRef:3] left children stunned. These characters also built up a picture for the audience on how the problem has got to where it is.  [3:  https://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/microplastics-in-the-ocean-now-outnumber-stars-in-our-galaxy/] 


Our piece shows plastic products explaining why they weren’t or can’t be recycled so end up in the landfill where they will either stay for hundreds of years or end up in the ocean causing all different kinds of danger.  Giving life to inanimate objects engages the audience. 

Whilst researching the problem of Plastic pollution, it was evident that the problem was first noticed in late 1960’s, early 1970’s. (“Plastic pollution was first noticed in the ocean by scientists carrying out plankton studies in the late 1960s and early 1970s, and oceans and beaches still receive most of the attention of those studying and working to abate plastic pollution”)[footnoteRef:4] Therefore, it made us ask if the severity of Plastic Pollution started with our parent’s generation. We carried this into a cover of a popular song that children can relate to and will remember; “parents must be so proud, they knew before”. [4:  https://www.britannica.com/science/plastic-pollution] 


What is the Government doing about this problem? Through research we presented the group with a Court scene that was simplified and coherent to a young audience explaining what the Government is and isn’t doing. For example, where plastic is being banned (“Countries, states, large cities and small towns all around the world have banned disposable plastic shopping bags to protect the environment. In Canada, the town of Leaf Rapids, Manitoba banned plastic bags in 2007. Other North American cities include San Francisco (also 2007), Seattle, Los Angeles, Portland and Mexico City. The states of Hawaii and North Carolina have banned plastic bags, and states in Australia and India have done the same. Countries that have banned disposable plastic bags include Italy, China, Bangladesh, many countries in Africa including Rwanda, Kenya, the Congo, and South Africa.”),[footnoteRef:5] bag charges and 25 Year Plan. Shelly Turtle was created whose Gran was killed by plastic and fighting against it. This character was continued into the production to show the children the reality of what’s happening to marine life and we are to blame. Shelly Turtle makes the audience feel guilt and sympathy. Another character we relate to; a waste management worker used in the production shows her (our) frustration with effectiveness of Government’s change e.g. incinerators (“As a movement, we assert that as part of our pathway to world free of plastic pollution, no new incinerators should be constructed, and renewable energy incentives should be eliminated for plastics and waste burning. This includes gasification, pyrolysis, cement kilns, and other burn “waste-to-energy” facilities. These are false solutions that take us backward in our work for healthy oceans and people.”)[footnoteRef:6] [5:  https://www.torontoenvironment.org/where_else_in_the_world_have_governments_banned_plastic_bags]  [6:  http://www.no-burn.org/plastic-pollution-solutions/] 


Combining the idea of Court scene and research into children’s education about Plastic Pollution we use Alice to explain that children aren’t aware of the problems other than plastic production and being encouraged to use recycling bins. Curriculum is questioned through a lawyer arguing that it is up to individuals to take responsibility for actions, showing children that the solution needs to start with them. 
The most important research found is the solutions to Plastic Pollution. Therefore, solutions are embedded throughout the production. For example, substitutes to plastic products, educating others and ‘6Rs’; (“Rethink/Reinvent: consider and question consumption habits…Refuse: make the choice to not generate waste… Reduce: make decisions that decrease the amount of waste produced… Re-Use/Repair: expand the shelf-lives of products… Recycle: reclaim the raw materials… Replace/Rebuy: next time consider recycled and green content”)[footnoteRef:7] The use of repetition is an important technique to make message clear to the audience. Also, by using that the characters are learning along the way makes them feel like they are on a journey with us so let go of inhibitions.  [7:  https://prosperouswaydown.com/6rs-making-sustainable-impact/] 
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