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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

 

	NAME: 
Cerys Beynon
	 Student number:

 2300946

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
How does the media make the public perceive the Police based on incidents they report?

There are many examples as to how media reports can change the public perception on the Police and the trust that they give. Media reports can influence how the public see the police and will interact with them. There is a lot of examples of how police behaviour and how the media reported it influenced the public's perception of the police, and this influences how crime is handled as co-operation from the public is vital to ensure that situations within communities are solved and members of the public feel safe.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

I have three objectives for this dissertation. 1) Explore recent media coverage of Police incidents across England and Wales. 2) Examine the impact of recent media coverage of front-line policing on public trust and confidence in the police. And 3) Propose recommendations on how media coverage can be used / changed to improve public trust and confidence in the police across England and Wales.
I want to explore different examples of how media coverage of incidents involving the Police and how those incidents have been reported, looking at if there has been a change in the number of incidents being reported about the Police. Examining the impact that the media has on the public’s perception of Police can show how opinions can change depending on what the public has been told and look to see if there are things that can be done by the media to help improve the relationship between the Police and the public. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT: 
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

I will be using Government websites as they website as they explain things discussed in Parliament about incidents involving the police. I also want to use official policing websites to look at how people have used plans to try and gain back the trust and confidence of the public. When looking at case examples I will be using articles to fully understand the details of incidents and how public opinion may have been affected by the reports.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
I will be using quantitative methods for my questionnaire, there is important information that can be gathered y. A questionnaire would be the best way to gather different types of information from different people. Gathering opinions of people can show how the Police would need to improve or what they can do to gain back trust. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

My questionnaire will be targeted towards the public. The public’s trust in the Police can be easily affected by reports by the media and how footage may be shown. So, gathering how people think of the Police after incidents have been reported by the media and how they can change in a short amount of time would show how big of an effect the media have on the public trust and confidence in the Police.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
· College of Policing, (2024), CCTV, Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/investigation/investigative-strategies/cctv (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
· College of Policing, (2021), Closed-circuit television (CCTV), Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit/cctv  (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
· Emmeline Taylor, Murray Lee, Points of View: Arrestees’ Perspectives on Police Body-Worn Cameras and Their Perceived Impact on Police–Citizen Interactions, The British Journal of Criminology, Volume 59, Issue 4, July 2019, Pages 958–978, https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azz007
· Gerell, M. (2016). ‘Hot Spot Policing With Actively Monitored CCTV Cameras: Does it Reduce Assaults in Public Places?’ International Criminal Justice Review, 26(2), 187-201. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177/1057567716639098 (Original work published 2016).
· Nix, J. et al. (2015) ‘Trust in the Police: The Influence of Procedural Justice and Perceived Collective Efficacy’, Crime and delinquency, 61(4), pp. 610–640. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128714530548.
· Parliamentary Office of science and technology, (2002), CCTV, Available at:  https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/post/pn175.pdf (Accessed on: 28th April 2025).
· Royal United Service Institute, (2007), London bombings: lessons from first responders, Available at:https://www.rusi.org/publication/london-bombings-lessons-first-responders#:~:text=For%20instance%2C%20one%20of%20the,camera%20numbers%20doubled%20since%202000. (Accessed on 1st may 2025).
· UK Government, (No date), Data protection, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/data-protection (Accessed on 1st may 2025)
· UK Government, (No date), guidance on the use of domestic CCTV, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-property/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-property (Accessed on 28 April 2025).
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