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Discuss whether jury trials in England and Wales should be abolished? 

The jury is a feature of a criminal justice system which includes 12 members of the public who have the right to determine the verdict of people who are accused of serious offences this generally ensures verdicts are fair and reasonable and unbiased (The University of Law). The jury process tends to last for up to 10 working days but could also surpass the 10-day mark (Gov.uk). Juries sit in multiple courts depending on the specific case for example the ‘Crown Court’ would involve matters regarding criminal indictment such as serious criminal offences like murder and rape crimes. ‘High Court’ entails cases involving defamation, false imprisonment, malicious prosecution, and fraud. ‘Coroners Court’ consists of death in prison and where the health & safety of the public has been brought into question (In Brief). There are flaws to the jury process for example it is not mandatory for juries to offer a decision based on facts of a case it is based on personal beliefs, inaccurate decisions that amount to 0.03% of errors come from the violent and capital. There is research up to 2014 that states 4% of people receive an incorrect verdict, judgment, and outcome. Most jurors have very little experience in matters of law the legal requirement for the juror is just knowing the facts involved in the case, the lack of juror knowledge allows them to be easily swayed by prosecutors. Local biases and prejudice have a negative influence for the defendants by disregarding logic because of experience and stereotyping and racial profiling. Expenses of juries outweighs their worth and it is time consuming according to opponents of jury trials also stating they are not efficient or effective. In a standard trial a jury of 12 primarily human first and jurors secondly meaning many will go along with the majority even if the defendant is guilty to avoid time wasting and to go home early which can easily result to unjust outcomes. Complex scientific evidence is difficult for some jurors to comprehend and in financial cases most jurors do not grasp the depth of the evidence presented. Due to juries having lack of experience and knowledge, juries mainly rely on their emotional responses towards the verdict. Individuals who are disqualified includes reasons such as because one was convicted by a court in United Kingdom and sentenced to five or more years in prison, one who has an indeterminate custodial sentence under Article 13 of the Criminal Justice (Northern Ireland Order 2008). Disqualified as juror further includes that within 10 years in the United Kingdom, the person has served a sentence of imprisonment or detention or were detained in a young offender’s centre which also includes community service order, furthermore if an individual within last 5 years has been placed on probation. Miscarriage of justice is where a convicted individual was later cleared of the crime and assumed innocent, the list includes Stefan Kiszko who served 16 years in prison after allegedly killing a schoolgirl names Lesley Molseed in West Yorkshire the case was appealed in 1992 and Stefan was freed as the real perpetrator Ronald Castree’s DNA matched the samples. Stephan Downing who was convicted for 27 years for murder of Wendy Sewell in Bakewell, it was later confirmed in 2002 that Downing at the time of interrogation had been interviewed without a legal representative and the signed confession had been forged by the police officer. Barry George underwent two trails for murder of TV host Jill Dando who was exonerated 8 years after he was convicted. Derek Bentley received death penalty for the murder of a police constable named Sidney Miles which occurred in 1953, his own family campaigned to the fact that he had severe learning difficulties and that he had a mental age of a young child, 1998 his conviction was overturned due to the trial judge at the time misdirected the jury regarding points of law. Judith Ward convicted for 18 years for the crimes of murder of IRA killing of 12 people on board and an army coach in 1973, the conviction was quashed in 1992 since the jury did not elaborate on the history of Judith Ward’s mental illness. Winston Silcott accused and convicted of killing policeman Keith Blakelock farm riots in Tottenham in the year 1985, he endured 6 years of prison before new evidence came to light however was not released as he was serving another sentence for murder of east London boxer in 1984. Suzanne Holdsworth spent three years in prison for murdering Kyle Fisher, a neighbour’s 2-year-old son, she was recently cleared of this conviction which was for life as new evidence that showed Kyle died from epileptic seizure. Angela Cannings was jailed for life in 2002 for killing her own 2 babies but overturned from on appeal that contained that the babies died from sudden infant death syndrome. Solicitor Sally Clark was jailed for murdering her 2-baby son but cleared in 2003. 




Since the pandemic it is reported there is a build-up of 457,000 criminal cases and more than half of UK’s courthouse reported to be unsafe and as a result there are thousands of criminals at large. The government should give the system a long overdue reform, jury trials should be abandoned except for reasonable cases. Juries are costly with evident flawed verdicts. Suggestion for reform would include increasing court capacity as the backlogs were rooted from the shutdowns from the pandemic, the idea of increased capacity would include expanding time saving virtual proceeding and explore legislation. Recruit senior or retired judges for the hearings, move nonrelated trials to another location and increase number of judges to criminal matters. Meeting with the police and elected officials’ prosecutors to explain backlogs, the risks, and steps to solve it (pceinc.org).
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