The connection between Harry Potter and Greek mythology

1.[image: ]When the first film was released, Harry impressed the audience most with the lightning scar on his forehead. In the survey, there was no explanation for this in the interview with author Rowling, just because it was good-looking. However, for the release of subsequent works, more and more Greek mythological elements appear in Harry Potter. It is difficult not to connect the lightning scar with Zeus, the most famous God King in Greek mythology.
Zeus (ancient Greek: Ζεύς、 Greek: Δίας、 Zeus) is the third generation God King in ancient Greek mythology, the Supreme God who rules all things in the world, and the first of the twelve main gods of Olympus. Is the greatest God in Greek mythology. The God corresponding to Zeus in Roman mythology is Jupiter or Jove.
Zeus is known as "the king of gods" or "the king of Olympus". He is also the God of sky and lightning. When he is in a good mood, the sky is sunny and clear. When he is angry, the sky will be covered with dark clouds, lightning and thunder.

Minerva McGonagall, Dean of Gryffindor college where Harry is located, is a witch loved by many fans. She is not only brave, but also very clever, which can be seen from her name.
[image: ]Minerva is the Roman name of Athena, the ancient Greek goddess of wisdom. Athena is surrounded by a holy bird, an owl, so in the west, the owl is regarded as a goddess totem. https://www.bilibili.com/read/cv8721908  Source: BiliBili
As one of the four colleges in Hogwarts, Gryffindor's representative animal is a lion. This choice is inseparable from its name.
[image: ]Gryffindor comes from Griffin, a "hybrid" creature in Greek mythology. It has the body of a lion, the head and tail of an eagle. The famous sun god Apollo rode Griffins. Griffins can be seen in many fantasy works. 
https://www.bilibili.com/read/cv8721908  Source: BiliBili

Sirius, whose name comes from Sirius in the sky, is known as "the brightest star in the night sky". Moreover, this star is also called "dog star", so Sirius's Animagus state is a big black dog.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][image: ]But why is Sirius called "dog star"? This has something to do with Greek mythology. Legend has it that the goddess Artemis (Apollo's twin sister) fell in love with the handsome Orion. He had a hound Sirius closely following him. Later, Orion was killed and promoted to Orion after his death. His dog followed him and became Sirius. https://www.bilibili.com/read/cv8721908  Source: BiliBili


[image: ]The three headed dog who protects the Sorcerer's stone in the first film, which is a classic image in Greek mythology. Its name is Cerberus, which is responsible for guarding the entrance to the underworld. Like Cerberus, fluffy has a weakness that he falls asleep when he hears music.

[image: ]Aragog
Hagrid's giant eight eyed spider grew up in Hogwarts and lived in the forbidden forest with his wife and many of his children. Ara of aragog comes from the Greek myth Arachne. Arachne challenged Minerva to hold a textile competition with her. After losing, the girl hanged herself under insult. Minerva took pity on her and turned her into a spider (Arachne means spider). This insect was judged to be able to spin very beautiful "fabrics" that survive and die.
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