Chapter 5 Findings and Conclusion 
5.1 Introduction
The previous chapter analysed the data from currently serving police constables with relevant up to date results based on police officers’ perspectives. In this chapter the research will meet the objective to conclude the answer to the question are victims of domestic violence safeguarded against perpetrators during the police investigation process?
Within the research an evaluation on current safeguarding measures implemented by the police force was explored. There is currently an ongoing advancement in the public sector’s response to domestic abuse, sexual violence and acts of gender-based violence. The multiagency legal obligation on Wales to prevent gender-based violence is a positive step to assist in combating the issues suffered by victims of domestic violence.  
The researcher set out to identify gaps in protection within the current system, identified the pros and cons of interagency collaboration monitoring perpetrators via electronic monitoring system (EMS) and identify if this option would prove effective and efficient. The research also investigated if the current Domestic Abuse Stalking Harassment (DASH), provides sufficient evidence to identify a perpetrator of domestic abuse. The results confirmed what the researcher expected to find. 
The research illustrated that violence against women and girls is a pandemic currently within the United Kingdom and Wales. The research further highlighted that this is a worldwide, issue based on the current National Police Chiefs Council data and analysis, (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2019).

5.2 Main Findings
This study has examined the safeguarding of victims of domestic violence through the investigation process revealing strengths and limitations. It is clear following previous research that violence against women and girls’ crimes disproportionately have not been met with the specialist policing response they require (Home Office, 2025). Whilst progress has been made, and the National Centre for VAWG and public protection, run by the National Police Chiefs’ Council and the College of Policing, are actively making changes to create safe spaces for women and girls (Welsh Government, 2023), the research highlights ongoing challenges faced by victims, and investigators. 
More is required when safeguarding victims through the investigation process, for victims to feel safer, and to support police to bring perpetrators to justice. Fear is the main catalyst causing victims to remain silent (Alderden & Long, 2016). 
The use of EMS is effective as stated in the systematic review (Belur, et al., 2020), that evidences the reduction of recidivism. The review further identifies barriers to utilising EMS throughout investigations by increasing the number of individuals being controlled by the criminal justice system. For perpetrators of domestic abuse, EMS might serve as part of a restraining order. A further aspect identified throughout the research is the high volume of suspects under investigation for domestic violence. This identified that if EMS were to be utilised at the investigation level once a report has been made, the volume of suspects being controlled and monitored via EMS would be a vast number. 
To meet public expectations a larger work force or dedicated department is a suggestion to deprioritise safeguarding of victims at a response officer level. To allow for response officers to manage the initial offence and investigation, the safeguarding should be allocated to specific departments such as the Domestic Abuse Unit (DAU) (Bridgend County Borough Council, 2025) who currently carryout part of the service with Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVAs). These resources need to expand to incorporate all actions of safeguarding to victims of domestic violence. By addressing the above, safeguarding of victims will be improved. Policing will have adequate training, resources and a clear understanding what is required. The Welsh Government proposal 2022 to 2026 strategy to combat Violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence (VAWDASV) will be met.

The research has concluded that current serving officers do not feel that the DASH questionnaire is fit for purpose. To better address the current thought process, and belief, a suggestion of a reform of the current safeguarding is required to make it easier for officers to identify perpetrators and to make it mandatory for victims to complete the questionnaire to assist in what steps should be taken when managing the investigation and the perpetrator. 

5.3 Recommendations
This study contributes to the growing body of evidence emphasizing the importance of victim a centred approach. By prioritising the safeguarding of victims, this will empower survivors and hold perpetrators accountable. The research has highlighted the requirement for further training and knowledge in utilising current safeguarding powers in reference to DVPN and DVPO applications. 
The research has further identified that the Domestic Abuse Stalking and Harassment tool should be streamlined to make it quicker and more convenient for victims to participate. Effective communication for obtaining consent from victims and building rapport between agencies is considered central to the success of bringing perpetrators to justice. 
Based on the response from officers, further research is required to investigate, if the cost of the EMS is less or more expensive, than housing an inmate in prison. Further training will be required to identify perpetrators and knowledge how to implement EMS tagging and what are the working requirements of officers if there has been a report of a breach. Current requirements are inequitable to ensure safeguarding of a victim whilst managing the investigation process.
To further protect victims of domestic violence during the investigation process, government funding and legislation requires re-enforcement to ensure all training is in place to educate police officers and communicate to victims, that EMS can be utilised with the application of a Domestic Violence Protection Order and when utilised, impacts on the perpetrator to a great degree providing sanctions on their actions and assisting in protecting victims.
