Methodology 
This section will outline the methods that will be used to gain a better understanding of the chosen subject, providing a reasoned and rational answer to the question, ‘Should the Police work with Online Child Activist Groups (OCAGS)?’
A qualitative research approach will be used to fully explore this subject allowing a deeper exploration of what is complex question; utilising appropriate methods to draw upon the knowledge and experience of relevant practitioners and academics chosen due to who they are and the positions they occupy. Semi structured interviews (including elite interviews) will be employed to provide operational and theoretical perspectives in addition to the information found in the extant literature. (UKRI, 2022)
The intended subjects of these interviews will be individuals who work on both sides of the area being studied with both Police practitioners who will be able to discuss the safeguarding, investigation methods and multi organisational approaches used by professional investigators, and a member or members of an OCAG. From the OCAG the alternative methods, and rational behind using the methods the police see as controversial and problematic, such as who they target and exposing them on social media raising safeguarding concerns. While I can make attempts to get this information from this source, issues may arise around a police officer having this kind of contact with someone who may be themselves breaking the law with their activities. 
The information collected will then be analysed to look for reoccurring themes and ideas. These ideas can then be compared and used when drawing a conclusion that can be justified and backed up and withstand scrutiny. 
When drawing information from publications and other studies that have been done around the subject area, the bias and objective of the publication must be considered. While the information contained in the publication may be accurate and reliable, certain sources, such as newspapers, may present the data in a way that fits with a message or ideology they subscribe to. Personal bias and assumption will also be considered, and all material will be studied with a neutral and impartial mindset before comparing the reliability and content of the information ensuring no preconceived ideas or perceptions influence a conclusion. (Science Direct, 2020) 
The same approach will be taken when analysing any information taken from interviews with working practitioners. As with any source of information the individuals interviewed would have developed their own opinions and ideas on the methods used by OCAGs. Part of the process of analysing the information gained from these methods will include separating the facts of the subject from the opinions and unsupported information given. 
To keep an ethical approach to gathering data, all interviewees will be guaranteed anonymity, have their roles in the research clearly outlined and will be able to withdraw any involvement at any point should they wish to. 
This qualitative approach has been chosen over quantitative methods due to the niche subject matter. Methods such as questionnaires would take up time and may not return data that could be relevant to the subject area. Using the methods outlined in this section will allow specific targeting of individuals who could offer in-depth specialist knowledge that can be used to develop a greater understanding of OCAGs and allow a more reasoned answer to the question of should the police work with online activist groups. 
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