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A focal point for discussion between those in political power and global organisations is the definition of terrorism (Acharya, 2009). Academic efforts to define terrorism have tried to make it simpler by identifying key characteristics. In these attempts the main elements focussed on were methodology, the effect, targets and victims, offenders, motivation, and aim. There have been difficulties in determining a definition that considers normative differences such as ideology, politics, and religion over when violence is justified, legitimate and lawful (Chenoweth et al, 2019). An objective approach to defining terrorism is necessary to combat it, without a working definition the fight against terrorism will not be successful (Ganor, 2002). The word ‘terrorism’ is too subjective which is why there is no universally agreed definition (Shanaham, 2016). An example of defining terrorism is that of the American FBI, who claim there are two types of terrorism. International terrorism is criminal acts containing violence committed by one or more people who are associated in any form with terrorist groups or state funded by nations. There is also Domestic terrorism which are violent, criminal acts performed with ideological causes such as politics, religion, social, racial, and environmental beliefs (FBI, 2021). An alternative definition is the deliberate violent targeting of civilians to achieve only a political aim (Ganor, 2002).   
 One of the world’s most infamous terrorist organisations is the Irish Republican Army (IRA) who became the Provisional IRA in more recent times. The source of events in Ireland go back to the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) who led the easter uprising in 1916 (Dingley, 2012). The IRA split into two groups, the Official IRA (OIRA) and the newly formed Provisional IRA (PIRA) in December of 1969 (Shanahan, 2009). The Irish struggle to become an independent nation caused a Guerrilla war to occur between Ireland and Britain in the years following World War One (Moloney, 2007). Guerrilla warfare is a form of war where the weaker side uses strategy to gain tactical advantages (Huntington, 1962). The aim of Guerrilla fighting is to damage their enemy in terms of finances, soldier numbers, buildings, and infrastructural damages as well as worsen adversarial mental state (Kalyanaraman, 2003). The primary target for the IRA was to make their homeland of Ireland unite and become independent stopping the British occupation. Although their aim was to free Ireland of their British occupiers, it is argued whether the terms ‘terrorist’ and ‘freedom fighter’ are mutually exclusive (Alonso, 2007). Following the war, the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 was agreed, which gave Ireland commonwealth status but allowed Northern Ireland the freedom to opt out and remain part of the United Kingdom (Lynch, 1972). The split was a Catholic Free State of Ireland and a Protestant Northern-Ireland (Knirck, 2006). After the 1969 split of the IRA, the Official IRA was focussed on the socialist workers revolution whilst the Provisional IRA took a militarised approach to support Northern Irish Catholics (Shanaham, 2009). The RIRA split from the PIRA in 1997 due to a ceasefire and disagreement with the peace negotiations and Good Friday Agreement in 1998 (Ashwell, 2010). The Continuity IRA split from the PIRA in 1986 (TRAC, 2021). CIRA were opposed to peace and believed violence was key to getting what they desired (Huggard, 2016).
The Irish Republican Army (IRA) have been proscribed to the UK’s government list of terrorist organisations due to their activity in Northern Ireland. The Home Secretary may add any organisation to the list if there is probable cause to do so. These factors may include committing terrorist acts, preparing terrorism, promoting, and glorifying terrorism, or in any other way is concerned with terrorist acts (Home Office, 2020). The UK Terrorism Act 2000 defines terrorism as the use or threat of action where it involves violence against a person, severe damage to a property; endangers the life of another; is a serious risk to public health and safety; designed to interrupt electronic systems. The act or use of threat must be designed to influence the government, international organisations or create fear amongst any sector the public via intimidation. Politics, religion, race, or ideology must be the cause. This use of threat or action does not have to occur within the United Kingdom. Section 3 of the Terrorism Act 2000 allows for the home secretary to identify any alias of an organisation to be treated as the already proscribed organisation (UK Government, 2021). Being associated with a proscribed terrorist group in any way whatsoever is a criminal offence (Home Office, 2020).
	A definition of terrorism put forward by Schwenkenbecher (2009) is that it is acts of violence committed against innocent people. He describes innocents as those who are not responsible for the reasoning behind the attacks. They are the people who do not have to need to expect to be a target as they are not involved in any business that involves violence unlike military personnel and police workers. They are people who have no justifiable reason for lethal force to be taken against them. Innocents are those who do not contribute to harm in any way. On the 8th of November 1987 at a Remembrance Sunday event service in Enniskillen the IRA detonated an explosive that caused 11 fatalities and 63 injuries. The act was performed as events such as Remembrance days act as constant reminders of the British Oppression (Temple, 2013). Although the target was a military ceremony, without any warning a bomb exploded at 10.53am and of all the 11 victims, all were innocent civilians including children, men, women, and the elderly (Mendes, 2017). The word innocent however be subjective as during the Israeli and Palestinian conflict, both parties have referred to their own losses and victims as innocents (Ganor, 1997). 
Schwenkenbecher (2009) excludes military and police personnel as innocent. A suggestion for defining the term innocent in relation to terrorism was to include non-combatant members of the public to be included as ‘innocent’ civilians. This can also occur during guerrilla warfare either purposefully or unavoidably such as engaging in fights with security services (Whittaker, 2004). The IRA used techniques such as kidnapping members of the public who would then be forced to drive car bombs into targets which included military targets. In some cases, family members were held at gunpoint to persuade the victim to join the cause. The IRA suddenly stopped the use of this tactic as even their supporters started to disagree with the method and supports started seeing the IRA negatively (Bloom and Horgan, 2008). This method used by the IRA under section 2 of the Homeland Security Act 2002 which is used by the United States Department of Homeland Security would be deemed a terrorist act. The act states any act that involves endangering another human life or an act that causes fear and intimidation amongst the civilian population as well as coercion is an act of terrorism (Department of Homeland Security, 2021). 
The IRA used the term martyrdom and martyr selectively. Only used in high-risk missions and the IRA hunger strikes to which the participants knew they would die (Bloom and Horgan, 2008). The term martyrdom means the practise of self-sacrifice for God and greater cause (Boyarin, 1999). The American FBI in their definition of domestic terrorism include religion as one of the ideological causes that satisfies an act to be deemed terrorism (American FBI, 2021). The IRA can be described by some as a sectarian Catholic organisation in a fight against Protestants. Sectarianism is the excessive devotion to a religious faith. It is not conclusive as to what the cause of the deaths and conflict in Northern Ireland was. One common conception as to the cause was religion and the fighting was undertaken by extremist Catholics and Protestants who wanted to attack each other’s communities and ways of life (White, 1997). In contrary to the FBI definition, The American CIA use title 22 of the United states Code to define terrorism and state that terrorism is premeditated and only ‘politically’ motivated violence unlike the FBI who name numerous ideological causes (LII, 2021). 
	The primary cause and motivation of the IRA and the reason for the conflict in Ireland was to stop the British control and become a free independent nation (Alonso, 2007). This would be a political cause. Most definitions for the act of terrorism would be satisfied that acting to gain a political advantage or influence a government would be a terrorist act. The Terrorism Act 2000 states if the act is made to gain political also highlighting the fact that the act is designed to manipulate or influence any governmental body both regionally and internationally (UK Government, 2021). Dr Boaz Ganor (2002) also states that terrorism should be defined as the deliberate targeting of civilians with violence in order to achieve a political cause. The IRA could be called Nationalist terrorists acting on behalf of their followers to influence the government. Groups as such tend to refer to themselves as freedom fighters denying the title terrorists. They are at war against their oppressors to achieve liberation on behalf of their followers (Laquer, 1999). 
	Soon after its formation, the Provisional IRA had one of the most heavily equipped and effective armouries definitively in Northern Ireland but also possibly the entire world. Between 1969 and 1996 firearms including machine guns, assault rifles, explosives, rocket launchers and ammunition was smuggled and supplied to the IRA from all over the globe. They were supplied by sympathisers in countries like the USA, the Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi, and other organisations all over the globe. The predecessors of the IRA such as the Fenian Brotherhood and Irish Republican Brotherhood had to steal their weapons. Like their older counterparts, the IRA also had to become effective in using homemade weaponry such as mortars and Molotov cocktails (Oppenheimer, 2018). The Terrorism Act 2000 includes legislation stating that any threat or use of action where there is use of firearms or explosives (UK Government, 2021). An example of an IRA attack that satisfies the act of terrorism is in February 1985 nine police officers were killed by explosives in an IRA mortar attack. Another example was the use of firearms by the IRA in 1986, 3 members of the RUC were fatally shot. (Urban, 2012).
	In March 1993, the IRA planted two bombs in Warrington, Cheshire. One of the planned attacks was on a gasworks and the other in the town centre. A large explosion occurred at the gasworks but somehow there were no reported casualties. Unlike the town centre where young children died (Sanders, 2011). Included in the definition of an act of terrorism under the Terrorism Act 2000 in the UK includes serious damage to property. Therefore, the blowing up of the Gasworks may satisfy the definition under UK law that terrorism has occurred. It would also be recognised as an act of terrorism in Canada who state in section 83.01 of their Criminal Code that along with death or serious harm to another person as seen in the attacks, serious damage to property or interruption of services and facilities is terrorism (Canada Department of Justice, 2015). 
	On January 30th, 1972 British Army soldiers fatally shot and killed 14 unarmed demonstrators in Derry which is known as Bloody Sunday. This stirred tensions more between the British and Northern-Irish Catholics. This event provided justification for the PIRA members to believe they should go to war against British Troops. In retaliation to the actions of the British Army on Bloody Sunday, the PIRA carried out attacks of their own. On 24th March 1972, the Bloody Friday bombings of Belfast town centre were carried out by the PIRA. This event resulted in 9 deaths and over 130 injuries (McGrattan, 2013). This is an act of terrorism under part of the Arab Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism 1998 which deemed a terrorist act, any act or threat of violence, the motive does not matter causing fear and harming people (Amnesty International, 2002). 
The IRA can be called Nationalist terrorists as they are an organisation who were acting on behalf of a culturally different group of people with aim of adjusting the government (Fettweis, 2009). The IRA are the freedom fighters and British Troops, and the British Government would be the oppressors. A definition put forward for terrorism is that it is for solely a political cause (Ganor, 2002). Alonso (2007) states that the reason for the conflict and actions of the IRA was to rid Ireland of British rule and for Ireland to become its own independent state politically. 
 One of the most important and influential events to occur in relation to Northern Ireland conflict is the decommissioning of all unlawfully obtained and owned weapons by the paramilitaries. Along with being crucial it was also one of the most contentious issues in the process of attaining peace (Cox, Guelke and Stephen, 2006). However, their use of firearms and explosives to kill members of the military and civilians satisfies the UK Terrorism Act 2000 definition of what a terrorist act is. As the act states the act can involve use of firearms and explosive weaponry (UK Government 2021). It was especially bad in the 1970s when in 1972 there was an average of 4 bomb attacks per day with over 1300 bombs in total for the year performed by the PIRA (Oppenheimer, 2018). 
When considering their ideology and motivation religion can be identified. The FBI state in their definition that religious motivation can be a cause for terrorism (FBI, 2021). The events of Northern Ireland can be described as Catholic and Protestant extremists attacking each other over religion. Protestants saw Catholics as traitors and this interpretation of the violence was supported when in 1976, 3 Catholics were executed by Protestant paramilitaries. The day after that incident 11 protestants were shot by the IRA killing 10 of the victims (White, 1997). Therefore, under the FBI definition, the IRA attacks were religiously motivated. White (1997) also goes on to state that the split in Northern Ireland was more racial than it was religious. The Terrorism Act 2000 states that an act of terrorism includes the use or threat performed with the aim of advancing racial and religious cause as well as political cause (UK Government, 2021). 
It is difficult to not call an organisation like the IRA terrorists when they are responsible for the death of thousands. The group used acts of terrorism to support their cause (Alonso, 2007). Overall, the IRA attempted to avoid civilian casualties wherever possible. They also did not intentionally target non-combatants. However, there were targets who were civilians. The primary targets were members of the British armed forces and security forces, however individuals linked with the British Government, Royal Household, Justice System, and other establishments were targeted even if they were civilian (Oppenheimer, 2018). A definitively clear and universal definition for the act of terrorism would improve the understanding of those combatting terrorism by gaining knowledge on the causes. This would therefore also provide clarity between all forms of political warfare such as terrorism, freedom fighting and what guerrilla warfare is (Richardson, 2006).
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