Chapter 3 – Research Methodology


3.1 Introduction 

This research methodology incorporates the research used to understand the public’s perception of police pursuits. Featuring a research strategy, the data collection, data analysis/limitations and potential problems, employing a comprehensive study. This methodology is being conducted to ensure that an unbiased approach is taken ensuring accurate results for my research project. As identified in the literature review, there is a gap in research as to what the public deem to be a justifiable offense for police officers to engage in a pursuit. This research methodology aims to bridge the gap for the reader, highlighting the honest opinion and attitudes towards this police power, by providing an evidence-based approach exploring both viewpoints. 

3.2 Research Strategy

This study inherits a mixed research strategy examining the public’s perception of police pursuits. Given the intensity of the topic and the controversial views surrounding the subject area, whereby perceptions may be influenced by personal experiences, media portrayals and the broader social attitudes, (Briggs, 2018). This research will be conducted through a survey-based approach, (Keough, and Tanabe, 2011) aiming to collect numerical data allowing for analysing and the cross-examination of different results based upon demographic factors achieving quantitative data. However, there will be questions which are unable to be answered on a scored basis, it will incorporate qualitative style questions, giving the participants space to write their views and opinions on a broader question, achieving actual opinions of the participant, (Tang, 2020). The survey will be anonymous and will be disseminated to different audiences of different demographic backgrounds. 

Emerson (2015) explores how utilising a random sampling approach will ensure validity throughout research, ensuring equality and fairness is maintained. Combining this approach with qualitative data allows for an unbiased approach when exploring answers from different demographic backgrounds (Stratton, 2024a) After participants have provided their answers, a random selection of answers will be chosen from each demographic category reducing bias and allowing for a comprehensive comparison of data. This research strategy will account for a well-structured approach ensuring validity and reliability throughout the participants answers, allowing the researcher to strategically analyse the results identifying trends, anomalies and the true public opinion upon the selected topic (Stratton, 2024b).

3.3 Data Collection

The data will be collected using a structured online survey, research conducted by Wright (2005a) suggests the best way to achieve results from participants for your research is to do so by an online survey, suggesting that more people are likely to engage in participation as it is less pressure and more relaxed. Furthermore, participants are more likely to provide accurate answers to their true opinion if it is anonymous, (Webroprol, 2024). With there being two options, being quantitative or qualitative research, it is important to keep the questions in the survey within this category to present the best possible answers for analysing.  

Verhoef and Casebeer (1997) suggests how the use of quantitative and qualitative style questions, allows for a profound understanding of the topic matter. This research will consist of both styles to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the research which will be undertaken. Primarily focusing on quantitative style questions, including questions which can have a graded response via a number, the results from the participants will then be put into a chart bar chart, displaying the data to the reader. Unwin (2020) explains the importance of data visualisation and how it presents the data easier for the consumer to understand. 

The last part of the survey will use a qualitative approach, these will be questions that allow the participants freedom to write their honest opinion from open-ended questions. This will ensure that the survey achieves accurate results, but it will also allow the participants security knowing it is being conducted fairly as it is focussed on inclusivity, obtaining varied perspectives (Renjith et al., 2021).

3.4 Data Analysis

Data analysis is the process of systematically examining and transforming data achieved through research assisting in answering the question at hand (Fauzi and Pradipta, 2018). The quantitative data which is obtained through the survey will be comprised into bar charts, the information of each question will incorporate numerous different responses from people of different demographic backgrounds. This will allow the reader to visually see the information and how it interprets making it easier to understand (Unwin, 2020). This information can then be analysed, identifying any trends, patterns and relationships between the different responses which are obtained. Furthermore, any outliers within the information will be identifiable, exposing further gaps within the research. 

The qualitative data which is obtained will be analysed using a thematic approach, which will be used to identify patterns in the data. The aim of presenting data this way, will allow the reader an in-depth analysis, breaking down the points which the participants have provided (Naeem et al., 2023). The aim of this is to achieve an understanding of the different perceptions towards police pursuits, and how these change with people of different demographic backgrounds. The responses provided will be analysed for different themes, categorising how different demographics impact the opinions provided. 

3.5 Limitations and Potential Problems

This research relies on the completion of an online survey which will be disseminated to different platforms. Wright (2005b) explores the importance of this in achieving diverse and accurate data. Although this will bring many benefits to the researcher, it will introduce sampling bias within the research. Specifically certain groups having greater access to these platforms; social media typically favours a younger audience, reducing the reach to an older generation, (Pokhriyal, Valentino, and Vosoughi, 2023), leaving this group of individuals underrepresented. 

To counteract this, the survey will be disseminated through multiple platforms, including emails, social media platforms and community outreach. The hope of this is to incorporate as many responses as possible from different backgrounds to create respected research with genuine responses from different demographic backgrounds, achieving more holistic data. 

3.6 Summary of Chapter 

This research methodology has outlined the core strategy which will be used to gather the publics perceptions of police pursuits. By using a mixed-method approach, incorporating quantitative and qualitative research, achieving statistical analysis of different demographical factors as well as thematic analysis to explore the participants true feelings surrounding the topic. Limitations have also been identified, whereby there is an underrepresented group due to using social media to distribute the surveys.


1026 words.
Bibliography

Anthony Unwin (2020) ‘Why is Data Visualization Important? What is Important in Data Visualization?’, Harvard data science review [Preprint]. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1162/99608f92.8ae4d525. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190482906]Ahmad Fauzi and Ika Wahyu Pradipta (2018) ‘Research methods and data analysis techniques in education articles published by Indonesian biology educational journals’, JPBI (Jurnal Pendidikan Biologi Indonesia), 4(2). Available at: https://doi.org/10.22219/jpbi.v4i2.5889. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190482937]Briggs, S.J. (2018) ‘The selection of police pursuits of fleeing motorists for coverage in newspapers’, Journal of crime & justice, 41(3), pp. 310–321. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2017.1373691. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190483051]Emerson, R.W. (2015) ‘Convenience Sampling, Random Sampling, and Snowball Sampling: How Does Sampling Affect the Validity of Research?’, Journal of visual impairment & blindness, 109(2), pp. 164–168. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0145482X1510900215. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190483086]Keough, V.A. and Tanabe, P. (2011) ‘Survey Research: An Effective Design for Conducting Nursing Research’, Journal of nursing regulation, 1(4), pp. 37–44. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/S2155-8256(15)30315-X. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Naeem, M. et al. (2023) ‘A Step-by-Step Process of Thematic Analysis to Develop a Conceptual Model in Qualitative Research’, International journal of qualitative methods, 22. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069231205789. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Pokhriyal, N., Valentino, B.A. and Vosoughi, S. (2023) ‘Quantifying participation biases on social media’, EPJ data science, 12(1), pp. 26–20. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1140/epjds/s13688-023-00405-6. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Renjith, V. et al. (2021) ‘Qualitative methods in health care research’, International journal of preventive medicine, 12(1), pp. 20–20. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4103/ijpvm.IJPVM_321_19. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Stratton, S.J. (2024a) ‘Purposeful Sampling: Advantages and Pitfalls’, Prehospital and disaster medicine, 39(2), pp. 121–122. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X24000281. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Stratton, S.J. (2024b) ‘Purposeful Sampling: Advantages and Pitfalls’, Prehospital and disaster medicine, 39(2), pp. 121–122. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X24000281. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190483200]Tang, J.M.L. (2020) A qualitative study and thematic analysis concerning the applicability and efficacy of service design processes applied to healthcare service innovation. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190483248]Verhoef, M.J. and Casebeer, A.L. (1997) ‘Broadening Horizons: Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Research’, Canadian journal of infectious diseases, 8(2), pp. 65–66. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1155/1997/349145. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Webroprol, (2024) What is a good response rate for a survey? Available at: What is a good response rate for a survey? - Webropol. (Accessed: 10/02/2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk190483275]Wright, K.B. (2005a) ‘Researching Internet‐Based Populations: Advantages and Disadvantages of Online Survey Research, Online Questionnaire Authoring Software Packages, and Web Survey Services’, Journal of computer-mediated communication, 10(3), pp. 00–00. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1083-6101.2005.tb00259.x. (Accessed: 14/02/2025).

Wright, K.B. (2005b) ‘Researching Internet‐Based Populations: Advantages and Disadvantages of Online Survey Research, Online Questionnaire Authoring Software Packages, and Web Survey Services’, Journal of computer-mediated communication, 10(3), pp. 00–00. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1083-6101.2005.tb00259.x. 
(Accessed: 14/02/2025).

