


In this report I will be looking at whether or not the key crime prevention theories are working in practise within modern society. In the beginning I will be outlining the meaning of crime prevention, to follow on with then the policing standards. I will be briefly looking at policing code of ethics and what the police expectations are. 
Lastly in the main body I will be looking at the progression of the police force and change in strategy. I will be outlining how society evolved and the different challenges they may face. To do this I will be looking at past and present crime prevention strategies that were implemented. Looking at how effective they are within the community. 
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According to the Cambridge dictionary (2021), the meaning of “crime” is illegal activities. In addition, the definition of “prevention” is the act of stopping something from happening or of stopping someone from doing something. This suggests that the meaning is to deter the person from offending and committing a criminal offence. In order to ensure when dealing with any given situation in our diverse community, police officers have to act in a professional manor. In place is the code of ethics this was designed as guidance to ensure that all police officers conduct them-selves professionally. therefore, meaning they are able to implement the law fairly and within reason. police are expected to remain nonbiased or judgmental in any given situation.

In the past the police attitudes towards society and how to tackle crime was very different. According to the BBC bitesize they suggested that the role and responsibilities of the police were very minimal. These include patrolling the streets, deter criminals, investigate crimes and arrest suspects. Therefore, this meant that society did not expect a lot from the police and just wanted the community presence. For example, in 1982 the Neighbourhood watch scheme was formed. This was created in order to deter individuals from committing crimes. This is crucial as the public feeling reassured and safe is vital. This is because the police have the duty to protect and serve the general public. This means that the type of criminal offences that the police dealt with in the past were very minor. There are many concepts for how crime prevention should be applied and enforced. According to Parliament (2010) situational crime prevention focuses on the more immediate opportunities for offending. The main aim is to reduce the harm caused by crime through altering the immediate or situational factors in the environment, especially where crime regularly occurs. Therefore, protecting yourself personally and professionally is vital. The most typical offences committed are stealing cars, burglaries or shoplifting. Many people would commit these crimes because of how easy it is to be involved. That is why if people do leave windows open or do not lock doors this will create the opportunity. An example in which the government tried to implement change was the amount of car thefts. They suggested that people should purchase deadlocks or immobilisers on vehicles. This meant that there were 65% reduction in the amount, of thefts of vehicles in 1995. In addition, a study conducted by the National Audit office concluded that the improvements on vehicle security was the necessary resolution. Therefore, having strong secured security is crucial and has prevented and deterred criminal acts. Another example is the theft of mobile phones. According to Jack Wraith who represents the Telecommunication UK Against Fraud Forum and partnering with the Government to tackle the problem. They outlined that the issue with mobile phones was the fact that they were easily manipulated. Whereas, in today society mobile phones are extremely challenging to obtain access. Therefore, the change in design has helped massively. This is because phone now have their own identity number which gives the mobile device its own unique identity. The fact that you can now disable a device means that you can prevent a person who is not authorised to use it. 

Although the police will still implement these crime prevention theories, they have also had to adopt a different approach within in today society. This is because of the way society has developed and how crime has evolved. In today society the types of crimes that are committed have range of circumstances. According to Lincolnshire Police (2019) their aim is to make the area a safer place. Firstly, they aim to achieve this by working with communities to prevent them from becoming victims. This is being done to ensure that the community resilience is strengthened. An example in which this can be done is using the Lincolnshire alert message. This allows the police to send information regarding current issues. This means that information regarding crime prevention is being passed on allowing the public to be better equipped in protecting themselves. In addition, setting up schemes that are available for the community in order to ensure their safety have been formed. This is done when consistent issues reoccur. For example, Speed watch this aims to targets people who are dangerous and causing harm and risk on the road. That is why a reduction will ensure that the public are kept safe and are protected. This is because the police have the duty and responsibility. In addition, educating youths and having an understanding what are the drivers for why youths offend. This would mean this gives the opportunity for the police to reflect and adopt a new approach.  Therefore, having educational opportunities from key stage 1-5 is by providing workshop classes. This is extremely important as you can enforce the law which would potentially deter youths and explain that actions do have consequences. Within the community having the resources such as police cadets can attract young individuals. That would then mean that they are providing a safe environment for the community where the children can do some positive. Another crime prevention idea is to reduce the amount of people who re- offend. This can be done by having a basic understanding for the person circumstances and potential challenges they can face in their environment. Therefore, working with the young youth diversionary panel is important especially with first time offenders in the criminal justice system. This can be done looking at ways to re-engage and change the way they think by providing the necessary tools in order to benefit and better their lives. Even if within the community the person consistently offends ensuring that a person, centred approach is maintained is vital. This can be done by putting in place any requirements they need to live a safe and healthy lifestyle. Lincolnshire police strategy us to further support current strategies. A prime example is Evidence based policing which is currently in place. This method allows police officers to understand the issue, create a plan of action and follow through with their response. Afterwards they must conduct thorough honest evaluation of the events. In order to identify whether it was successful or not. This is crucial as knowing what worked and didn’t work is important. Having the understanding of what worked well and what needs improving can lead to a better outcome for future situations. Also, by providing support to communities through Neighbouring Policing teams gives reassurance to the public. In order to provide the effective support required when dealing with different issues that maybe experienced throughout the wider community. Planning and problem solving is detrimental and extremely effective. In order to obtain this providing early support is necessary, which then allows actions to be tailored to specific problems within the community. The use of Neighbouring Policing teams provides reassurance through empowering communities. They do so by offering clear consistent information to communities, which in return allows communities to actively help themselves. This is a positive impact as the more police presence and interaction the better it will be to deter and prevent criminal activity. Therefore, it will enable the police to enforce the law throughout the community. 

Discussion 

One of the major key findings I have discovered during my research is that in the past a short-term solution would be applied to deal with the problem. Meaning the situation would be dealt with rather than thinking of the bigger picture.  Whereas now research has shown that the police look to have a more long-term solution in place to tackle issues. 
The reason for the change in direction is to educate the people within the community. Therefore, by providing communities with the tools allows them to be empowered and make the right choices.
Another key finding is the fact that in today society without the co-operation of the community a lot of the police approaches would not be effective. Therefore, working in cohesion and with the community rather than against the community is important. 
Rather than focusing on punishment the police now look at helping to educate the people in today society. This is done by helping to create new focuses and explain that actions do have consequences. Therefore, having an understanding for people circumstances and why people commit the crimes they do is vital. That is why having the correct support to integrate them back into society is important. This is because they need to have the correct tools to get by in life.  
Both aspects relate to the community this is because the police’s responsibility is to protect and serve the general public. Therefore, having the basic understanding that the community is at the heart of the police’s issues is important. That is why policing has to change to evolve in order to meet the requirements to the communities in today’s society. 

The only limitations identified during my research is that the focus of policing is heavily orientated on being community based. Therefore, having multiple resources in place is relying on the fact that a lot of funding will be required in order for it to continue. 

Upon completion of this report again my suggestion to further research would be to look into the police finance on community policing projects. In order to ensure that it can be upheld and have a positive impact. Having the deeper understanding would mean that I would know whether or not the police force budget is running effectively and efficiently.  

Conclusion 

Overall, to conclude the police approach to prevent crime is effective. This is because they will utilise all resources to their advantage. This is important as crime has evolved and the challenges the police face can be extremely difficult. Therefore, being equipped with the correct tools to handle matters is crucial. 
In addition, the police consistently review their approaches and evaluate whether their resolution is the best course of action. The fact they can be honest and critical in order to have the most positive impact is vital. This is important as having the quickest and most effective response in any given situation. 
Therefore, I do believe as the time has progressed the police have remained very current with society. This is critical as the police will always strive to be one step ahead and have awareness for what is going on in society. That is why the measures in place to help society are extremely beneficial as they look to give people options and opportunities to make a choice. 
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