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The original purpose of the Homicide Act (1957) for England and Wales was to make amendments of the law relating to homicide and the trial and punishment of murder. The Homicide Act (1957) is under evaluation to be reformed by the law commission of England and Wales since some of its rules have been unaltered since the seventeenth century even though it has long been acknowledged that they are in dire need of reform. The current law governing Homicide in England and Wales, as stated by The Law Commission (2006), current structure of offences is (the two more general offences) Murder and manslaughter followed by more offences such as infanticide and death by dangerous driving. Some of the key issues surrounding the current law are the partial defences to murder, controversy surrounding the intent required for murder and the frequently questioned, is the breadth of manslaughter too broad? All key issues that the law commission hope to reform. 
Over time a number of  key issues have risen for the law commission regarding the Homicide Act (1957) the issue include, the Partial Defences to murder, the Intent required for murder and whether the breadth of Manslaughter is to broad. There are three partial defences to murder which are, loss of control, suicide pact and diminished responsibility, where if all successfully pleaded the defendant’s case would be manslaughter over murder, therefore providing the defendant with a shorter sentence. The key issue highlighted within diminished responsibility is primarily based on how medical science has progressed tremendously since 1957 and that the definition of diminished responsibility is extremely out of date as stated by The Law commission (2003). According to Herring (2019) another one of the main criticised complaints of diminished responsibility is based on the issue of whether the defendant still would have killed if he had not been ill of mind. Due to there being no way of proving this, it has become a highly debated topic whether diminished responsibility is a reliable defence, therefore making diminished responsibility a key issue for the law commission. Concerning loss of control one of the main highlighted issues within this defence is down to the point of proving the killing was caused by the defendant’s loss of control. As stated by CPS (2019) In the case of R v Dawes, Hatter and Bowyer (2013), the defendant pleaded loss of control after killing his partner due to the break-up of their relationship however, the judge ruled this out for the jury as there was no evidence to suggest that the defendant had a loss of control. Legitimately proving loss of control is a very rocky structure henceforth being a key issue within the reform of the law of Homicide. The next key issue within the reform of the law of Homicide is the controversy around the intent required for murder. The current law of murder states that the defendant must have the intent to kill or cause Grievous bodily harm, the highlighted issue her is the intent to cause grievous bodily harm. According to the Law Commission (2006), this factor is much argued simply because of scenarios such as: a defendant punches a victim in the face, causing a breakage to the victim’s nose and causing the victim to fall, hit his head and die. This defendant’s sentence relies simple on whether the jury deems this act as “serious”, if the jury do review the act as serious the defendant could be serving a sentence for murder, the same sentence as a serial killer for an accidental killing. This rule simply relies on the jury of that court case, meaning that similar cases cannot rely on the same outcome because the judgment is determined by the jury that day. This factor causing this law to be unreliable and simply unfair in most cases. The final key issue for the Law Commission on the Homicide Act (1957) is whether the breadth of manslaughter is too broad. Manslaughter is composed by many different attributes such as, Voluntary Manslaughter, Diminished Responsibility, Loss of Control, and the Suicide Pact. The issue within this law is whether it is too large a surface and whether the rules and pointers for each defence could or should be narrowed down to perhaps contain the law a bit more, Taylor (2018). The issues within Manslaughter are the same as those within the partial defences to murder and more. 

There have been many proposals put forward by the law commission and other bodies, some being accepted, and some being rejected. As stated by Padfield (2014) within the consultation paper no. 177 (2005) the law commission proposed to change the offence of Manslaughter to the offence of ‘Second Tier Murder’. Within this proposal the law commission proposed to change the current criteria to: …with an intention to do serious harm, …with an intention to kill but with provocation, …with an intention to kill but with diminished responsibility (incorporating what was before killing within a suicide pact). This proposal however, changed within the recommended structure in report no. 304 (2006) to ‘second degree murder’ with the criteria of: …with an intention to do serious injury and …with an intention to cause some injury, or the fear of some injury or a risk of some injury whilst being aware of causing death. Another proposal made by the law commission according to Justice (2021) was to modernise the term of the diminished responsibility defence, the requirements for this new proposal would be to include an abnormality of mental functioning which would stem from a recognised mental condition and in cases where the defendant is under the age of 18 development immaturity. These partial defences would go on to reduce the sentencing of first-degree murder to second degree murder as to the current law which would reduce murder to manslaughter. A proposal put forward by the law commission which was accepted was the proposal of changing the Provocation defence to the Loss of control defence. According to the law commission (2006) the defence of provocation was a confusing mix of judge-made law and legislative provision, it is stated the defence has become unclear which henceforth required the need for the new proposal of loss of control, which came about in 2009. Although the above shows all positive contributing factors to the reform of Homicide the decision goes a lot further than just the Law Commissions opinions, there are many arguments in favour and against the proposals which have been set forward. For example, according to the Law Commission (2015) the Bar Council and the Criminal Bar Association have both argued against the reform. They believe that the defects within the act where highly theoretical and that a few offences could be removed however, without the requirement for comprehensive replacement. The Law Commission (2015) also states that a new statute would be hard to draft and will result in many mistakes to come by the new law, this being an argument against that the Law Commission do not find convincing. Although the reform of the law is within the hands of the Law Commission and the opinions of other large bodies are needed, what is a vital part of the reform is the publics matter of opinion as in a matter of justice. 

In conclusion, the reform of the Homicide Act (1957) is greatly needed due to its largely out of date laws. The largely speculated proposals are up to date in terms of medical definitions and narrow down the law to providing more appropriate sentencing for those who commit the unlawful act. Although it is stated the new laws will bring about mistakes leading to dealing the wrong sentences, this is all part of change and reform that the law is in dire need of. As stated by the Law commission (2015) Lord Chief Justice; “Work to reform this area would also provide an opportunity to modernise our criminal law”.
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