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A Critical Exposition of the Nature of the Servant in the Servant Songs of Isaiah: To What Extent is the Servant the Messiah; a servant; our comfort; a king; our salvation through a New Jerusalem; or redemption for Zion and the world. 



	Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

To critically analyse and discuss the nature of the Suffering Servant from the four Servant Songs of Isaiah. 
To endeavour to explain and understand how and why, through the suffering of God’s servant, that all nations would be led to peace, and be rewarded for their achievements. 
Tho show has this can be achieved through the different natures of the servant

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
In critically analysing and discussing the nature of the Suffering Servant from the four Servant Songs of Isaiah, I will endeavour to explain and rationalise how and why, through the suffering of God’s servant, that all nations would be led to peace, and be rewarded for their achievements.
Through whatever interpretation, and from whatever angle the suffering servant is approached, his role differs little, rather, it is the nature of the servant in performing his role that seems to have a myriad of explanations and hypotheses. 
Many differing interpretations of the nature of the Suffering Servant have been determined by numerous authors. The aim is to initially, briefly examine interpretations from the Second Temple Period, with the role of the suffering servant in the context of the wider Old Testament, thence to proceed thorough an examination of the Dead Sea Scrolls, followed by other Jewish interpretations such as the Mishnah and the Talmud. Then to possibly examine how these were further interpreted in a Medieval Jewish context, such as in Palestinian or Sephardic Judaism.

This dissertation will then examine why the suffering servant/Messiah appears to reference Cyrus the Great and his freeing of the Jews from their captivity, and his restoration of them into Israel, or even that Israel itself might be God’s servant. There is also the question as to whether Deutero-Isaiah, is the messenger of God, literally calling the servant to come. 

Was the time of the messiah to come in the late Second Temple Period, under Roman occupation, thus influencing the Essenes? In the Dead Sea scrolls we see another interpretation that the servant is amongst them. To what extent was this driven by Isaiah and the historical context. 
In examining Christian understanding of the role of the suffering servant, this dissertation will be very much concerned with the various natures of the servant, and these interpretations.  
Will it be to as the Messiah, as hypothesised by Duhm in his conceived Deutero-Isaiah, or will it be as a servant to the people of Israel or the wider world as hypothesised by Ellison?

Will he be mankind’s comfort as hypothesised by Abernathy? Will he come as a king, as suggested by Mackie, or as Webb’s salvation and instigator of a new ‘New Jerusalem’? Is he Gentry’s redeemer of Zion and the world?

When is this to come about? 

In what manner is the servant to suffer? Does the servant have a disability, is he a leper, or is he destined to suffer an agonising death on the cross to enable the forgiveness of mankind?

These are the questions that are intended to be answered in this Dissertation. To present a well analysed, evaluated and synthesised argument, to arrive at a well evidenced and clear conclusion of conviction on the nature of the suffering servant. 

This will be completed using both primary and secondary sources, and the modern scholarship listed in the bibliography, using a range of books, pamphlets, talks and websites.   
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