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The fundamental purpose of this assignment was in groups, student will prepare content to aid in the raising of awareness about a chosen community based issue for a health fair event. Students will maintain records of the planning and deployment of the materials utilised with respect to their effectiveness in the raising of awareness for their chosen cause. After the event, students will produce a digital portfolio of the materials they have used (nominal 2000 Words) accompanied by a reflective peer-evaluation of the event (1500 Words). This requires the student to select one of the other stalls and perform an evaluation of the techniques methods and resources utilised by the group. As there was not a great deal of information in the leaflets provided it was hard to be able to back up what the students had said. However, this essay explains in detail what the students were trying to talk about this includes poverty and how mental health can be affected by homelessness. (Mental Health Foundation, 2018) Finally the reader should now be able to have a clear outlook of the high rise of poverty and homelessness within Swansea and the U.K. 

Students participated in an awareness event in November 2018. They requested materials related to the health topic of your choice. This particular group of students presented a stall showing different types of research that they had conducted when presenting their work. The types of research displayed in the stall was a drawing board asking the viewers to explain what they think ‘could’ prevent homelessness. Another research method was leaflets they had received from homeless charities by sending them an email. In 2017 figures showed that 4,751 people slept rough across England on any given night. This was a 15% increase compared to the previous year, and has doubled since 2010. (Crisis, 2018) Some of the leaflets displayed was the stereotypical reason for homelessness these days is drugs and alcohol, when in fact there are a lot more social factors that cause more and more people to become homeless. Some of these factors include:
· Lack of affordable housing
· The rise of unemployment
· Poverty
· Life events
· Leaving prison
· Leaving car

From a polling of people receiving support from specialist homeless services the following pie chart explains the different reasons why people become homeless. (Crisis, 2018) However when searching the internet to try and find this information to elaborate on it, it appears that it was just printed off with no reference. 



When trying to research further online it appeared that the students had just printed this information off google, as there was no detailed information. They had chocolates on the table to try and draw your attention away from the information. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the leaflets on the table was the poverty chart. However there was no information to back this up other than the chart. When in fact poverty and poor health worldwide are indissolubly linked. The causes of poor health for millions globally are rooted in political, economic and social prejudices. That’s why it is so crucial to tackling the root causes of poor health so poverty can be improved. (Healthpovertyaction.org, 2018) Some of the other factors that are implicated from poverty are infectious diseases. These include malaria and HIV. (Healthpovertyaction.org, 2018) There is some solutions that can help improve this problem. 
• Countries that are wealthier must work towards a new development that prioritises structural change, such as the need for liberal taxation and eradicating tax dodging, and much more inspection of corporate behaviour.
• Where aid is needed, is must be long-term and foreseeable and more of it must go towards strengthening national health systems, not just tackling specific diseases.
• More health workers need to be trained and working in different countries were the risk of disease and poverty is higher.
• Wealthier countries must take steps to tackle the trade and intellectual property barriers to affordable access to medicines for the world’s poor. (Healthpovertyaction.org, 2018)

There was a small bit of information on how homelessness can affect your mental health and wellbeing. When left to face the streets people can become depressed and suffer with low self-esteem. Homlessness and mental health can go hand in hand. Having a mental health problem can cause all different types of propblems when you are in vulnerable circumstances which could also be the reason the person became homless in the beginning.Poor housing conditions can also increase the chances of a person developing a mental health problem. When a person has a mental helaht condition they may find it harder to find a job, or stay in appropriate employment which will later cause money problems which could lead to losing their homes and ending up on the streets. (Mental Health Foundation, 2018) It is a fundamental fect that single homeless people are at a higher risk of mental health problems when living on the streets, compared to the general population in 2015. 32% off single homeless people reported a mental health problem and depression rates increased drastically. (Mental Health Foundation, 2018)
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The biggest reason for becoming homeless is loss of accomodation by friends or relatives

Sales	
Relationship/friends not able to accommodate	Relationship breakdown	Loss of tenenacy	Mortgage/rent arrears	Other	0.27	0.21	0.19	0.05	0.28000000000000003	
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