[bookmark: _Int_BLj0u0E4]The depiction of Achilles upbringing in the Achilleid is one that sets much of the foundation for the warrior in Homers Iliad. As through both the figure of Achilles and his mother Thetis the Achilleid see’s Achilles making constant choices towards his fate while his mother Thetis tries to prevent that fate, adding a layer of tragedy for the reader who is all too aware of what awaits for Achilles. All the while the narrative constantly reminds the reader of that fate through displaying both Thetis failure to protect her son and reinforcing Achilles warrior masculinity as if to signify that Achilles, even as a woman, is unable to not be this masculine warrior. 
[bookmark: _Int_01bKoZhR][bookmark: _Int_q6FjiQb1][bookmark: _Int_svOSBrWC][bookmark: _Int_uGq2Kp5h][bookmark: _Int_Wu8SBBII][bookmark: _Int_qjZatWID][bookmark: _Int_oj1r7wJg][bookmark: _Int_Jyqeryle][bookmark: _Int_UDHMrqp1][bookmark: _Int_PkqBYDoH][bookmark: _Int_8lJJvjts][bookmark: _Int_nz1B9vhq][bookmark: _Int_T3CFzkkY][bookmark: _Int_HAJDgxjm][bookmark: _Int_Q3a7c4GZ]While the Achilleid was intended to be a complete chronical of Achilles life from his youth to his death at Troy the author, Publius Papinius Statius, died before it could be completed and what remains is an account of Achilles youth from his time under the centaur Chiron to his time in disguise as a woman on the island of Scyros[footnoteRef:29291]. Unlike the much darker tone of Homers Iliad the Achilleid is a far more light-hearted text that takes an almost comedic tone to Achilles time at Scyros[footnoteRef:16367]. Which is where the bulk of the text takes place as Achilles mother Thetis hides him there amongst the daughters of King Lycomedes where Achilles is passed off as his sister who Thetis wishes to be educated in womanly ways[footnoteRef:9004]. Achilles is said to have stayed on Scyros in disguise for a year at the very least as he gets one of the Kings daughters pregnant[footnoteRef:3544]. Yet we see that despite this time as a woman there is great effort placed in the text to assert Achilles masculinity throughout. With one of the first lines introducing the figure of Achilles being that of ‘Highly renowned are the warriors' deeds in Maeonian song’[footnoteRef:14505]. It's a constant reminder hanging over the text that despite the events taking place in the Achilleid, Achilles himself will always be destined to become this in-dominatable warrior and also a conscious reminder that he cannot escape his coming fate[footnoteRef:45]. Arguably we see the beginning of this warrior that Achilles will become in his time training with Chiron. In Greek mythology Chiron was the famed trainer of heroes such as Heracles' and Jason and while this is a very small part of the text it shows the audience that Achilles is already on the path to becoming the famed warrior that he will be when he goes to Troy[footnoteRef:5946]. As while of Chiron's home it is said that ‘here are no spears that have a taste for human blood’[footnoteRef:18163]. Marking Chiron out as different to the rest of his centaur brethren and displaying that while being here Achilles may not have been taught to be the blood thirsty figure that is portrayed in the Iliad yet it's clear that he is still getting a heroic education under Chiron as its implied that Chiron has taught him how to hunt and heal as these are described as the skills that the centaur has dedicated his own life to[footnoteRef:5354]. This gives the implication that Achilles is self-sufficient and able to take care of himself arguably indicating to the audience that even at this early stage that Thetis concern for her son may not be as warranted as she leads the audience to believe. As if Achilles is able to take care of himself and has been taught to do so by such a renowned teacher as Chiron it shows that Achilles is at the cusp of becoming the warrior known from the Iliad. It also helps to set up Achilles masculinity that arguably becomes challenged throughout the rest of the text, firmly establishing Achilles as the successor to the other great hero's that Chiron has trained. Which is only reinforced by the fact that Chiron ‘describe to his pupil upon his lyre the heroes of old time’[footnoteRef:4280]. Once again entrenching the figure of Achilles in this heroic tradition, despite his seemingly charmed life with Chiron its clear from these few insights into his time with Chiron that despite Thetis determination to save her son from his future she can never quite break Achilles away from it[footnoteRef:1523]. Helping to establish his masculinity as a heroic warrior in the making but also setting up what the epic would have been leading to. As it should be noted that while Chiron's other students Heracles' and Jason while becoming heroes of great renown had great tragedies befall them in the case of Hercules[footnoteRef:28090]. Or succumbed to their hubris such as Jason who was crushed under the weight of his greatest achievement[footnoteRef:9126]. Already hinting at the fact that awaits Achilles. And it could be argued that in this part of the Achilleid the characters of Thetis and Chiron represent the dichotomy of Achilles fate. Between Achilles choice of fighting and dying at Troy or living to an old age[footnoteRef:28302]. When Thetis comes to Chiron to take Achilles with her to a place where she can hide him from the coming war[footnoteRef:5751]. There's a revealing scene where when given the choice between sleeping beside him mother who Achilles presumably hasn't seen in many months and beside Chiron Achilles chooses Chiron. Described as ‘lovingly twine his arms about his shoulders’[footnoteRef:6384], indicating the close bond between mentor and pupil and also that when presented with the choice Achilles will choose to follow the heroes' path that Chiron and his teachings represent. A cycle that we will see played out throughout the reast of the Achilleid as Achilles is constantly presented with opportunity's to not go to Troy yet always chooses the warriors and arguably masculine path of going to war even when he could choose not to, and this is first depicted in these scenes of Achilles upbringing. [29291:  Russell M. Craig, The Unkindest Cut: Gender, Gener and Castration in Statius Achilleid and Silvae, 2014, The American Journal of Philology, Vol 135, No 1, The John Hopkins University Press, P 87]  [16367:  Classical Association of the Midwest and South, (2015), Kids These Days: Pudor, Adulescentia and Comedy in Book 1 of Statius’s Achilleid, Available at: https://camws.org/sites/default/files/meeting2015/Abstracts2015/202.KidsTheseDays.pdf, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [9004:  Heslin P. J, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 12]  [3544:  Heslin P. J, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 12]  [14505:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [45:  Besson Federica, ‘Nimis...mater’ Mother plot and Epic Deviation in the Achilleid, 2020, Project Muse, University of Toronto Press, P 81]  [5946:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, (2024), Chiron, Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Chiron-Greek-mythology, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [18163:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [5354:  Robbins Emmet, The Education of Achilles, 1993, Quaderni Urbinati di Cultura Classica, Fabrizo Serra Editore, P 15]  [4280:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [1523:  Besson Federica, ‘Nimis...mater’ Mother plot and Epic Deviation in the Achilleid, 2020, Project Muse, University of Toronto Press, P 81]  [28090:  Silk S. M, Heracles and Greek Tragedy, 1985, Greece and Rome Vol 32, Cambridge University Press, P 2]  [9126:  Segal Charles, Euripides ’Medea’: Vengeance, Reversal and Closure, 1996, Pallas, Presse Universitaire's, P 38]  [28302:  Burgess S. Jonathan, Untrustworthy Apollo and the Destiny of Achilles: ’Iliad 24.55-63, 2004, Harvard Studies in Classical Philology Vol 102, Department of the Classic’s Harvard University, P 26]  [5751:  Heslin J. P, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 12]  [6384:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 29 April 2024)] 

[bookmark: _Int_H09mXHWt][bookmark: _Int_VK6VIbEN][bookmark: _Int_D5iWRYkG]As while his education displays Achilles masculinity it also sets up the tragedy that is arguably at the core of this epic. As Thetis desperately tries to protect and shelter her son from his fate but is constantly undermined by both the men around her and Achilles himself[footnoteRef:20309]. As at the beginning of the epic Thetis tries to prevent the Trojan war from occurring by seeking out Neptune and asking him to conjure a storm to destroy the ship carrying Helen and Paris[footnoteRef:19426]. With Thetis trying to invoke the power others in the epic tradition such as Venus in the Aeneid who asks Neptune to calm the oceans instead of conjuring a storm, yet while Venus gets her request granted Thetis has hers denied[footnoteRef:12291]. As throughout her pleading with Neptune Thetis continually makes mistakes in her speeches to him and because of the fact that unlike the reader Thetis is unaware of the Aeneid and it shows in her speeches to Neptune[footnoteRef:24597]. Again, Thetis cannot break her son away from the fate that awaits him at the walls of Troy. As Neptune says to Thetis at the beginning of the epic, he cannot sink the ship carrying Paris and Helen to save her son because ‘the fates forbid it’[footnoteRef:31431].   [20309:  Besson Federica, ‘Nimis...mater’ Mother plot and Epic Deviation in the Achilleid, 2020, Project Muse, University of Toronto Press, P 82]  [19426:  Heslin J. P, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 106]  [12291:  Heslin J. P, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 106]  [24597:  Heslin J. P, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 107]  [31431:  Heslin J. P, The Transvestite Achilles: Gender and Genre in Status Achilleid, 2005, Cambridge University Press, P 106] 

[bookmark: _Int_BzEHj2ja][bookmark: _Int_NgUts1bN][bookmark: _Int_QeQj3FL8][bookmark: _Int_B0Zgq2AD]It could also be argued that Achilles upbringing is also showing the audience that Achilles is no longer the child that he first was when he came to Chiron, or the child in need of protection that Thetis clearly sees him as. As we are introduced to him at this moment of transition in his life where everything Achilles had known is about to be turned on its head including the gender roles he's expected to play. Thetis love and protection of Achilles is seemingly looked down upon in the text as when Thetis is trying to persuade Achilles to hide on Scyros she is referred to as ‘purposefully accosts him’[footnoteRef:153]. Indicating that Thetis must resort to these underhanded techniques to get Achilles to agree to go into hiding particularly when she thinks that she has figured out a way to get him to agree to staying. As she plays upon his wants and desires that eventually do prevail and convince Achilles to on Scyros. Implying that Thetis is unwilling to give her son the choice to refuse her even if she must forcefully argue him into staying. It should also be noted that Thetis could provide an interesting parallel to Achilles masculinity. As in Rome women were expected to be more or less seen and not heard, they were not supposed to display such traits as decisiveness and were supposed to conform themselves to the wishes of their husbands and male relatives[footnoteRef:18801]. Yet we see Thetis go against all these expectations in the means of protecting her son, first with Neptune and then with Achilles himself. We even see Thetis rebuking her husband and voicing her unhappiness as her marriage as she saw being married to a mortal as beneath her[footnoteRef:7682]. It could be argued that this is another subtle indication by the narrative that Thetis is doomed to failure. As its implied that she took no part in Achilles upbringing and refused to act as a Roman wife and mother should. In the Roman world women who were seen to act in a comparable way to Thetis were often decried and accused of being the reason for crisis or blamed for the fall of Rome itself[footnoteRef:28697]. Which could lead the audience to believe that she is doomed to failure due to her un-womanly like attitudes and actions. It also makes her easy to blame as the cause of Achilles ‘effeminate’ actions later in the text. With Thetis arguably being portrayed in the guise of the immoral woman leading a man astray.  [153:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 29 April 2024)]  [18801:  Bedoyere La De Guy, Domina: The Woman who made Imperial Rome, 2018, Yale University Press, P 17]  [7682:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [28697:  Bedoyere La De Guy, Domina: The Woman who made Imperial Rome, 2018, Yale University Press, P 18] 

[bookmark: _Int_DPplRBAx][bookmark: _Int_BB71MLhW][bookmark: _Int_ECK0N7ea][bookmark: _Int_bOJDksf8][bookmark: _Int_QSzAIwNm][bookmark: _Int_75dGE41o][bookmark: _Int_Yc40A96C][bookmark: _Int_gJoEFFB9][bookmark: _Int_g2tdpGj2]Achilles time disguised on the island of Scyros arguable blends together all the themes identified so far throughout the texts. As Scyros arguably acts as both a test of Achilles masculinity but also as a final hurdle for him to overcome before he goes to Troy and again, we see that despite Thetis best efforts she can't prevent Achilles from leaving. As its the place where Achilles also arguable grows from boy to man. Achilles stay of Scyros takes up the majority of the text and we see that while Achilles does agree to his mother's request, he refuses her at first out of fear that his father or father figure of Chiron will hear of this. With the text stating that ‘the thought of his sire and his great teacher oppose her prayer and the rude beginnings of his mighty spirit’[footnoteRef:7451]. As the Achilleid is a Roman text it makes sense that this was amongst Achilles chief concerns as in the Roman world to be perceived as masculine was to separate yourself from femininity as much as possible[footnoteRef:10107]. As men were thought of as being assertive, active, and self-controlled while a love of luxury was often perceived as something associated with women and men who indulged in fine clothes or displayed their wealth were thought of as effeminate[footnoteRef:5882]. They also didn't take part in activities such as dancing or performing which were thought of as womanly activity's[footnoteRef:18004]. Masculinity was also something that had to be continuously reasserted in the Roman world as it was a common insult amongst those of the upper class to name your opponent or enemy as effeminate as this would establish their own masculinity at the expense of others[footnoteRef:377]. With this description of being effeminate placed onto the country's that the Empire concorded for example a depiction of the emperor Claudius is shown subduing Brittanica with Brittanica being shown as a half-naked ‘barbarian’ woman[footnoteRef:13121]. It should be noted that the Achilleid was thought to have been composed between 94 and 96 CE during the Imperial era of Rome[footnoteRef:916]. And it has been argued that due to the rise of Emperors the traditional ideas of masculinity that were present in the Republic such as the autonomy held by the elites had to be renegotiated due to the now subordinate position they held to the emperor[footnoteRef:8770]. It's possible that we see elements of this negotiation with masculinity within Achilles time spent of Scyros as he must try and remain masculine while pretending to be a woman. With this whole concept of manliness being encapsulated in the concept of virtus which translates closely to courage, and it was a central ideal that all men were expected to strive for[footnoteRef:5265]. So, the thought of pretending to be a woman would have been one that Achilles would have shunned at all costs. As not only would it have shamed his father figures but possibly destroyed his social standing amongst men if it ever got out as it would damage the virtus of Achilles character. Yet we see that Achilles does agree to this and arguably by doing so he helps to maintain his masculinity as he only agrees to when he see’s King Lycomedes daughters dancing[footnoteRef:2355]. In this moment he also becomes especially taken with Deidamia who is considered the most beautiful of the Kings daughters[footnoteRef:29301]. With Thetis promising to marry Achilles to Deidamia if he wishes. Once again reinforcing the fact that while Achilles is masquerading as a woman for the majority of the text, he is still that self-sufficient figure that has been trained by Chiron. With this theme only continuing during his stay on Scyros as during a Baccus festival he rapes Deidamia, and she ends up pregnant from it[footnoteRef:14482]. With this action Achilles against any doubt cements his masculinity in the narrative and at the same time arguably becomes a man in the eyes of the Roman audience as Achilles dominates Deidamia and gets her with child[footnoteRef:6346]. After Achilles has been revealed and his and Deidamia’s ‘relationship’ is discovered Achilles manages to convince a reluctant King Lycomedies to wed his daughter to him after being presented with Achilles and Deidamia’s son[footnoteRef:18923]. Again, showing that Achilles has now entered his manhood not only because he is now married with a son but also because we see him make his own decisions about the fact, he will marry Deidamia and manages to convince her father himself without Thetis or Chiron being there with him.  [7451:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [10107:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [5882:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [18004:  McNelis Charles, Bacchus, Hercules and Literary History in Statius Achilleid, 2020, The Classical Journal, Classical Association of the Middle West and South, P 445]  [377:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [13121:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [916:  Russell M. Craig, The Most Unkindest Cut: Gender, Genera and Castration in Statius Achilleid and Silvae 3.4, 2014, American Journal of Philology, Vol 135, The John Hopkins University Press, P 88]  [8770:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [5265:  Wilson E. Brittany, (2015), Unmanly Men: Refiguration's of Masculinity in Luke-Acts, Oxford England, Oxford University Press, Avalibel at: https://academic.oup.com/book/9861/chapter/157136677, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [2355:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [29301:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [14482:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)]  [6346:  McNelis Charles, Bacchus, Hercules and Literary History in Statius Achilleid, 2020, The Classical Journal, The Classical Association of the Middle West and South, P 449]  [18923:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)] 

[bookmark: _Int_tvQ9az0n][bookmark: _Int_kpUSB6dN]Also, the fact Achilles now has a wife and child arguably presents the biggest hurdle when it comes to fulfilling his fate at Troy. As now Achilles has something to remain in Scyros for that arguably has more importance to him than the war itself. As well as adding another layer of tragedy to Achilles story as the reader would be aware that Achilles will never return from Troy, and he will never see his wife and son again who he only spent a night with before sailing for Troy[footnoteRef:25627].  [25627:  Theoi Greek Mythology, (No Date), Status Achilleid Book 1 Theoi Classical Texts Library, Available at: https://www.theoi.com/Text/StatiusAchilleid1A.html, (Accessed 30 April 2024)] 

In conclusion the function for showing Achilles education is to set the groundwork for much of his later actions in Homer’s Iliad and what would have been the rest of the Achilleid. As it helps to set up the tragedy that hangs over the rest of the narrative through both Thetis and Achilles actions as one makes the choice to submit to their fate while the other desperately tires to subvert it. All the while giving an interesting insight into ideas surrounding virtus and Roman masculinity. 
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