Havruta Introduction 									Section 1

Abi Doukhan, Beyond Haverut Toward an Interfaith Hermeneutic 

1) What is Haverut?
2) What is Levinas’ view on the correct way Haverut should be carried out?
3) In what ways does Doukhan want to broaden the concept of Haverut?
4) According to the Haverut model, is there one way to read a text?  
5) Is an interfaith perspective of Haverut possible? If you think it is, are there any potential areas of weakness / strengths? If you do not think that an interfaith perspective is possible, what are your reasons? 
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Orit Kent, ‘A Theory of Havruta Learning - A Closer Look at One Havruta Session’ 

In pairs read through pages 10-11 and then re-enact the parts of Debbie and Laurie on pages 12-14.

Questions to consider
· How important is listening in a Havruta session?
· Did Debbie’s and/or Laurie’s position change on the text during their discussion?
· Is it necessary to always agree during a Havruta session?
· What is your own interpretation of the text?
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Havruta from an interfaith perspective
In the context of studying texts, the pairs …
· Sit with one another
· Read the text together
· Discuss its meaning
· Listen to one another
· Explore broader questions about life that the text raises

The Blind Scholar (Babylonian Talmud, Chagigah 5b) 
Rebbi and Rabbi Chiya were walking together. When they came to a town, they said, “If there’s a Torah scholar living here, let’s go visit him and pay him honor.”
The townspeople said to them, “There is a Torah scholar here, and he’s blind.”
Rabbi Chiya said to Rebbi, “You wait here. As a leader of the Jewish people, it’s not fitting for you to go honor someone else. I will go to see him.” But Rebbi insisted on coming as well. 
When they were departing from the blind sage, he told them, “You have seen one who can be seen but who cannot see; may you merit to see He who sees but cannot be seen.”
Said Rebbi to Rabbi Chiya, “And you wanted to deprive me of this blessing?!”
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Havruta from an interfaith perspective
A Joyous Divorce (Midrash Rabbah, Shir HaShirim 1)

A woman was married for many years to her husband, but had not had children. Her husband decided to divorce her, so he went to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, of blessed memory.
Rabbi Shimon told him that just as they had celebrated with joy their mutual bond when they got married, so should the severance of their mutual bond be celebrated in joy.
The husband therefore prepared a great feast, at the height of which he called his wife and asked her in his joy to choose whatever she desired of his possessions to be hers, and said that he would not refuse her anything.
What did she do? She served him so much wine that he got drunk and fell asleep on his bed. She then told her servant to take him on his bed into her bedroom in her father’s house.
The following morning, when he awoke and found himself in his wife’s home, he asked her why he was brought there—wasn’t it clear that he intended to divorce her? She replied, “Didn’t you tell me that I could take whatever I wanted? I desire not gold, nor silver, nor precious gems, nor pearls. All I want is you. You yourself are the sole object of my desire.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the husband heard this, he became once again enamoured of his wife, and took her back as before. And in this merit the Holy One, blessed be He, granted them children.
