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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2020) identifies safeguarding as a means to prevent and protect children and adults from abuse or neglect. Part 7 of the Social Service and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W) 2014) contains the procedures for safeguarding for both adults and children. S.130 of the act defines a child at risk as a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect or other kind of harm, additionally the term ‘at risk’ means that abuse of neglect does not need to occur, rather early intervention to protect a child at risk should be considered (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020). Section 197 defines abuse as physical, sexual, psychological, emotion or financial, neglect is defined as a failure to meet a child’s basic needs (Clements, 2019).

Once a local authority has received a report under section 130 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 the local authority must decide if there are reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is suffering, or likely to suffer significant harm under section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989 (Welsh Government, 2015). The Children Act 1989 is the main source of child welfare law for England and Wales, and it ensures that every child is kept safe and protected from harm (Family Rights Group, 2024). A Section 47 enquiry is initiated to decide what type of action is required to safeguard and promote the welfare of a child (Halton Borough Council, 2024). Outcomes of a section 47 enquiry might be ‘not substantiated’, although consideration should be given to whether the child may have needs for care and support under part 3 of the SSWB(W)A 2014. Another outcome is ‘substantiated’, and the child is judged to be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm and an initial child protection conference should be called (Halton Borough Council, 2024). This conference brings professionals together and it should follow a process that ensures the focus remains on the child and their care and support needs (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020). In Wales, this must be conducted within 15 working days from the start of the assessment (NSPCC, 2024).

‘Working Together to Safeguarding People’ is the code of practice set out by the Welsh Government in relation to Part 7 of the SSWB(W)A 2014, it provides guidance on safeguarding, as it recognises that safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility (Welsh Government, 2022). The guidance takes into consideration the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). It is an important legally binding agreement which outlines the fundamental rights of every child (UNICEF, 2024). My local authority’s policies have adopted this by the implementation of the SSWB(W)A 2014 by setting a legal framework at a local level with the Wales National Safeguarding Board. While these procedures are in place to protect children from harm, arguably the safeguarding procedures in Wales could be seen as responding to tragedies that have previously occurred. The aim of the Wales National Safeguarding Board is to provide support and advice, to safeguard children in Wales and make recommendation on improving these arrangements (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2021). When tragedies occur where children have been harmed or killed, there are public enquiries to consider lessens that could be learned to prevent future harm to a child (Johns, 2020).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Wales has been recognised as the first country in the UK to combine children and adult safeguarding procedures, by the release of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures online and by app (North Wales Safeguarding Board, 2021). By doing this, the Welsh Government have tried to strengthen safeguarding procedures towards adult. Conversely, Clements (2019) has critiqued the Welsh Government, stated that the law provides no power to intervene if the adults are found to be at risk. Although, the SSWB(W)A 2014 have introduced the Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO) under Part 7. APSO’s enable an authorised officer to speak to an adult suspected of being at risk of abuse or neglect, to establish whether the adult can make decisions freely. However, ASPO’S do not grant a power of removal (Welsh Government, 2022). Adults can refuse intervention from local authority and can make unwise decisions. The principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 stated that we should assume that individuals have the ability to make decisions. The only time professionals could intervene is if they believe the individuals lacks capacity to make decisions or using the Mental Health Act 1983 if appropriate. Therefore, if adult have capacity, they can remain in risky situations and refuse support. 

Conversely, children are seen as vulnerable, and are unable to protect themselves from harm. Therefore, there are more structure and powers and clearer procedures for professionals to follow. The Children Act 1989 give more statutory responsibilities to social workers to intervene and make decisions. An example of this would be, if there are reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm then a child assessment order under section 43 of the Children Act 1989, this can allow an assessment of the child’s needs despite parental objections and can be obtained by making an application to a court (Johns, 2020). Additionally, in children’s safeguarding there are specific time scale and protocols to follow, such as Section 47 enquires under the Children Act 1989 must happen within 10 working days, and if a child has a care and support protection plan, a social worker must see the child at least every 10 working days, and ensure the child is seen at home at least every 4 weeks (Johns, 2020). Although the principles of the SSWB(W)A 2014 is a child centered approach and that professionals should have regard to the child’s views, wishes and feelings, ultimately professionals are able to make decisions in their best interest by using the law to safeguard them from harm. 
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