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[bookmark: _GoBack]Describe your own personal learning environment and how it compares with other students you know of or have researched

“The development of Personal Learning Environments can be seen as a response to a number of different social changes and also changes in the way people are rethinking and redefining ideas and knowledge development” (Hughes, TACCLE Teacher's Aid on Creating Content For Learning Environments , 2009, p. 70). This quote shows how social changes and the development of the Web 1.0 and further more 2.0 has directly impacted on individual’s learning environment and the way information is sourced and received. Web 2.0 has created a learning platform unlike another previously seen, it still incorporates the 15th century creation of printing, the first Gutenberg bible, and also incorporates a large amount of information documented throughout time (Naughton, 2008). 

I would say that my Personal Learning Environment was specifically created during my time at college, where individual learning was encouraged. Upon reflection and learning about this subject currently, Web 2.0 has had a substantial impact on my learning. Based upon my experience I had to find a way of collecting a wide range of opinions on a redevelopment plan, based on this independent learning activity I created an online questionnaire and proceeded to email and post said questionnaire onto the social media platform Facebook. This allowed myself to gather data and research within my own personal way of learning, researching and communicating. This showed personally how the web and technology creates an immense environment not only for individual and students but also for businesses. 

Within my Personal Learning Environment I like to rely on a number of sources including printed books, YouTube, google books, websites, certain social media and blogging sites. The visual aspect of YouTube is a medium that I find excels my learning environment, this is due to the fact certain videos explain and educate similarly to that of a classroom when undertaking individual study. During my experience of learning on an undergraduate course so far, I have found that personally in my Database and Learning and Collaboration for global citizenship, videos are a web based learning source that educates myself. 

Printed books are a source that I like to incorporate into my Personal Learning Environment, there are two main reasons for this, firstly reading books is a large part of my life as well as technology, but secondly physical books can be easier to use to locate specific information. 

It is important to draw on other individual’s experiences, doesn’t mean that they are correct or incorrect, because again the fundamental point is that its personal. Comparing and contracting other people’s environments is very important, not only to try and develop patterns but to also recognise how others are learning to therefore help yourself personally. 

“I rely solely on Moodle instructions and tips and then I use google, google scholar, Microsoft and the UWTSD Library from there on out. I use the Facebook” (Davies, 2020). Each person’s Personal Learning Environment will be individual to have they learn on a personal basis, but for this opinion of Davies, there will be some similarities  such as we both find that the UWTSD library is of importance to both our Personal Learning Environments.

By giving discussion to individual and collaborative (or participative) learning, analyse and discuss your own personal learning approach on your undergraduate programme thus far.

Based upon my experience in regards to individual and collaborative learning I have established that individual learning works better for myself personally. I have a quite personality and therefore sometimes find it difficult to work in groups. This makes me feel as though I don’t get the full collaborative experience due to being shy. I was schooled at home for a few years of my education and I personally think I am more used to individual learning than working as part of a group. I can see the positives of collaborative learning because it gives the chance of having multiple opinions and for discussion. Individual learning allows me to learn in a comfortable environment that I can use my own personal opinions, but I do then miss out on having multiple opinions and support of working in a collaborative environment. Having had limited experience of collaborative working environments, the more experience I am having taking part on this undergraduate course I hope that will feel more comfortable working in a collaborative manor, as I do think this would be a positive. 

“Based on reading discussions over the last few weeks, I feel fellow students are preferring learning in classroom environment rather than online which means they enjoy collaborative learning rather than individual learning.” (Rossiter, 2020). I have to disagree with Rossiter on this point due to the fact that as a fellow student I do not enjoy working in a collaborative setting. This is due to my previously point about it not fitting my personality type because I lack the confident to include I’m ideas and opinions within a group setting. However to contradict my response point, I may change my mind and agree when I have more experience and feel more comfortable in a collaborative environment, as I do see the positives of this learning environment.

Set out a critical reflection of how your use of digital technology is used in your learning, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your own digital literacy choices.



“Having moved away from its roots in a read-only medium, the internet is now a place where any and all users can create, upload and transform information” and “How Next Generation students, who will enter the classroom with Web 2.0 expectations and experiences, will reshape the next generation of students” (Thompson, 2007).

Being in a Web 2.0 learning education environment, where technology and online learning is essential to receiving information. As a student these learning choices are encourage and taught so that we are able to establish ourselves in a learning environment. Personally Web 2.0 and technology are a substantial part of my life and therefore enable me to easily transition that to my leaning environment. This could be a negative to a student that does not have the same experience. Web 2.0 has created a platform that has allowed for learning online, from social media to YouTube, they have become sources that allow for education.

“i think that the relevance between web 2.0 and learning 2.0 are undoubtedly interconnected, web 2.0 provides users with a platform to learning AND means of participating collaboratively at the same time”.  (Hasleham, 2020).
I have to agree with Hasleham on this point sue to the fact that I also feel that the creation of the Web 2.0 platform has therefore enabled the creation of learning 2.0. The learning 2.0 has created a platform that is available to all and can be used for no fee.

Lectures are widely based on digital technology and even our upload and university learning pace is online. Moodle is a resource that I feel personally has to be a part of student’s Personal learning Environment and this is because it contains all the information that tutors and the university feel in their experience will need to be a part of the undergraduate course. Moodle gives student’s access to resource such as email and the universities online library. The online library is a strength to my own digital literacy choices due to the fact that it allows for academic resources to be part of my studies and assignment works. Physical books do have their weaknesses because they can be expensive to purchase and difficult to find on specific topics sometimes. Although I prefer reading them, than online, the online platform of a library saves time when studying. Websites are another great source to use when looking to obtain research and information. There is a negative to this though as often the opinions do not come from academic sources so might not be academically correct when it comes to my work. There is also a positive as websites for business information are essential to studying on the undergraduate course. There is no better way of finding out about all aspects of business operations than for it to come from the special source created by themselves.   

Personally I like the variety of having of learning from a range of sources, such as printed books and having the use of online spaces including articles, social media and websites. I personally have the opinion that although online learning gives all individuals an extremely wide range of resources, platforms and opinions, that in some circumstances it can become an overwhelming place of information. I personally sometimes find it difficult and time consuming to find a specific piece of data or information, when there are so many sources available online to view, this is a downside to web based learning.







Finally set out your own position of advice you would give new undergraduates to prepare for learning on your programme.

During my first year of being an undergraduate student I have been encouraged to try different ways of learning by different tutors. This has allowed me to learn and evaluate the Personal Learning Environment that I have created for myself. Within Business Management I had the opportunity to work with physical books and the online library, it helped me to develop research skills both technology based and not, but also gave me the opportunity to work with the online library, that enabled a wider amount of research books. The online university library is way of learning and gives a wide amount of sources you can learn form for lecture work and assignment work. Another way I have been personally encouraged and advised was to work in groups both in the classroom and on forums and blogs. This again helped to educate myself upon working with these platforms, ones I have no previous experience off. When you work with fellow student, you bring different ways of learning to each other and in a way educate. There are positives to this because it beings new skills and ways of thinking, but negatively if you are unable to learn in said environment then it can affect your learning outcome. The advice I would give to an under graduate would be to take the opportunities to learn about different methods of learning and work with lectures and fellow students, to broaden your knowledge of learning techniques. Another resource that is extremely helpful is to incorporate your own personal online skills and experiences into your learning environment, for example, social media platforms are huge in business’ marketing and brand awareness and if you personally have online skills then this could be valuable in understanding, working with and researching business related topics. Businesses often have websites and blogs that contain up to date and relevant information that is extremely helpful when relating your undergraduate work to real life businesses. 
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