Grammar revision 4: suo o

Suo Hris followed by verbs or prepositions (e.g. yu ¥, zi [, céng f§- cf. below) and forms noun phrases. It
substitutes for the object of the verb or preposition it precedes, but, in contrast to zhé ¥, never for the subject.
Compare the following examples:

%« [so.] comes N4 to let so. come
<+ the one who comes s the one who [s0.] lets come

In general, the translation of a sud 5 phrase is usually “that which [one V-s]”, or, depending on the preposition,
“the place where [one V-s]” (suo yu BH7), “the place whence [one V-s]” (suo zi BTf 1, suc cong BT etc. Suc
5 can precede negated verbs, e.g. suo bu wéi it - £, “what one does not do”, suc wei jian ¥ jL - “what one
has not yet seen”.

L. Suo Hir preceding transitive verbs
I1. Suo Fr preceding non-transitive verbs
1. Substitution of the direct object
Note that there are hardly any truly intransitive
EET, what [so.] does verbs, i.e. verbs that can never take an object. Most
sl what [s0.] knows verbs or stative verbs preceded by suo FT are
therefore “transitivised”:
2. Verbs of transmitting, giving etc.
cuni¥  ‘to exist’ > ‘to preserve’:
2.1 Substitution of the indirect object if the direct
object is present By what [so.] preserves

= & what [so.] gives sb. else
ldi % ‘to come’ > ‘to let come’:

2.2. Substitution of the direct object if the indirect B the one who [so.] lets come
object is present

Frz= & the one whom [so.] gives money gao i ‘high, tall’ > ‘to regard as high’ (putative) /
‘to increase in height’ (factitive):

3. Actions involving the movement of objects Eﬁ—ﬁgj what [so.] thinks to be high /
increases in height

3.1 Substitution of the object, if there is a

prepositional phrase (yan £5 = *yu zhi % 1) There are, however, exceptions, cases where sud 7
substitutes for a prepositional phrase:

FrfEfE;  what [so.] places there

ﬁ&%&‘g what [so.] presents to him Bl where [so.] travels / roams
A= that at which [so.] is good

3.2 Substitution of the prepositional phrase, if there

is an object

III. Suo 5 preceding prepositions
Frfel 7 where [s0.] places it
ot

Frgh-l,  the one to whom [so.] presents it Bl the place from which
gl (similar)
Suo Fir can also substitute for the object of two B (similar)
verbs linked by ér [fij: FrrE, t:ie) one for whom / the reason why (wéi
/| IR il J’[% that which [people in] small B the one with whom
states hopes for and have in Bl that by means of which, the reason why

their minds






