3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents. You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used. For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.       
 Answer all four sections.
   (a)          Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
 (b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
 (c)           Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
 (d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock. 
A,	My research started with finding out the dates for Richard II, who became King on the death of his father in June 1377 (HBC – Kings)[footnoteRef:1], HBC refers to A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, so the eighth year of his reign was 1385. Then using the same handbook finding The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (otherwise known as Lady Day) as 25th March (HBC - Saints Days and Festivals)[footnoteRef:2]. Using The Humanities Institute website I researched Bylands Abbey (a Cistercian Abbey) to find that the Abbot of Byland during his reign was Robert of Helmsley, from 1370. According to HBC and medieval calendars the year 1385 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary/Lady Day was Saturday 25th March, so, if I’ve got the research and calculations right, the Thursday after this Saints Day would have been Thursday 30th March, 1385. This does depend on 1385 being recognized as the eighth year of Richard’s reign, otherwise it could be 30th March 1385/6. [1:  A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History Ed. By C. R. Cheney, Rev. by Michael Jones (Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 35.]  [2:  Ibid, p. 77.] 

B,	Having extensively researched Bishop Anian of St Asaph I realized that there were several Anian’s. Finding Bishop Reiner (1186-1224) and Bishop Hugh (1235-1240), I took an educated guess that the Anian required for this research was Bishop Anian II, (1268-1306), (St Asaph Cathedral Website), since his dates followed the Bishoprics of Reiner and Hugh and it’s the only Charter for him that I could find. If this is correct then he was consecrated on the 21st October 1268. St Mary Magdalene Day is 22nd July (HBC – Saints Days and Festivals). The following year would see the first St Mary Magdalene Day of his pontificate, Monday 22nd July 1269. I believe that he would have received the charters on Tuesday 23rd July, 1269. Below is an extract of the copy of the Charter Decree GT86 which was written for Anian:
Anian, bishop of St Asaph, commands, instructs, and for the remission of sins, enjoins all the clergy and laity (archdeacons, deacons, presbyters, clerks, princes, barons, knights and all laymen) to keep, maintain, and protect all things and possessions of the brothers of Stratmarchell in such a way that none cause them or permit to be caused them any annoyance, injustice, loss or trouble, and that they should not omit to display the monks without delay the justice that concerns them. If any of the laity ingood damages caused, and show full justice, but should they have contempt for the clergy's warnings, the latter are to bind the laity with the chain avoided by all until worthy satisfaction be given[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://archives.library.wales/index.php/decree-by-anian-bishop-of-st-asaph] 


C,	Using the HBC and internet for John Ketton and medieval calenders for Easter dating, I found that King Edward II ascended to the throne in 1307, (Regnal Calendar). John Ketton (Bishop of Ely) was consecrated on 6th September 1310. There is little information on John although in the archives there is a document petitioning the King and his council for assistance in relation to knights fees: 
London
        The National Archives
               SC8/110 – 5451-5500

Therefore, the fourth year of Edward’s reign and the first year of Ketton’s episcopate is 1311. Easter Sunday that year was April 12th 1311, Ash Wednesday (Holy Wednesday) is 46 days beforehand, therefore Ash Wednesday was 25th February, 1311. I believe that Downham Court was held the following day, on Thursday 26th February, 1311.
 D,	For this exercise I have researched as much as possible on the named characters in this piece. My initial investigation was to find out who was King by researching Earl Rannulf and the Ridel and Bassett families.
Earl Rannulf of Chester, or Ranulf le Meschin, was the third Earl of Chester, (1070-1129). His term as Earl was 1120-1129. His brother, William, died circa 1130 in the first crusade. His son, William, (1096-1160), became the fourth Earl of Chester.
Geoffrey Ridel, (1075-1120), was a landowner and Royal Justice who died in the shipwreck of the White Ship along with the only legitimate Kings heir, William. He was married to Geva, their daughter, Matilda (Maud) was born in 1105, and married to Richard Bassett, (circa 1102-1144), they married between 1120 - 1123. Geoffrey and Geva had a son, Robert, who was born in 1100 and died shortly after 1123.
Ralph Bassett (1076-1127) was Justiciar of England, father of Richard Bassett (circa 1102-1144), Osmund (1104-1135) and Thurston Bassett (circa 1097-1175). 
This information narrowed my search down to King Henry 1, (1069-1135). With this time frame I was able to move on to the other characters in the passage. Woodstock was his hunting lodge.
The Bishop of Lincoln was Robert Bloet, consecrated in 1094 until his death in 1123. He had at one time been Chancellor of England.
I believe that Earl David was the Earl of Huntingdon, (1084-1153), and associated with David of Scotland.
The Earl of Leicester, Robert de Beaumont, was a position first created in 1107, with his death occurring 1118.
The only thing I could find on Nigel d’Aubigny was a death date of 1129. His brother, William, died 1139.
Simon, (1093-1133), Dean of Lincoln, was the son of Robert Bloet. His appointment was 1093 and he died in exile.
Geoffrey de Clinton, (circa 1100-1134), was Chamberlain and Treasurer to Henry I.
 Humphrey de Bohun, (1066-1123), was steward to Henry I.
There is a writ dated between January 1121 and 10th June 1123 which cites the marriage of Richard to Matilda Ridel:
By this writ, which is of apparent date January 1121 × 10 June 1123, King Henry gave an unnamed daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to Richard Basset, with custody of Geoffrey’s lands, to hold until Robert Ridel was able to become a knight and marry a daughter of a daughter of Ralph Basset[footnoteRef:4]	 [4:  The Marriage of Richard Bassett (Oxford University Research Archive, https://ora.ox.ac.uk>objects>files), p. 1.] 

I was unable to find any other research documentation but knowing that Geoffrey Ridel died on 25th November 1120 and the writ of marriage dated 1121/23, the meeting at Woodstock is likely to have taken place 1121/22.
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