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The quote ‘there’s no such thing as society’ was once said by the philosopher of science, Karl Popper prior to the similar controversial claim by Margaret Thatcher in 1987. Popper had stated the theoretical entities were created to only try to explain the concept of what exists rather than having them truly exist themselves, among others. But with no true answer to whether a personal or political thought that many individuals might find idealistic – they might try to find it through other means (The Conversation, 2020; Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, n.d.).
When the then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (1987), made her statement on there being ‘no such thing as society’ in an interview with Woman’s Own in 1987, arguably, she had simply believed that these words were true in their nature.   The comment was made after having to hear the people of Britain think of the government as the scapegoat for not needing to solve their own problems but to push them onto others. Another note that Thatcher had stated within the same part of the interview to further her point was that the people would state ‘I have a problem, I’ll get a grant’ and by mentioning this, it indicates that Thatcher had good intentions within of noting that not everyone is entitled enough to receive grants or loans, when it comes to solving all of their problems (Centre for Policy Studies, 2013).
For the people to understand the way that society works is that it is made up of their citizens and where it might be different is amongst the various areas and the way that they treat each other and strangers. They are all known to carry certain roles that even without naming formal titles, it could cause varying societies to have the different views towards many topics (Colins et al., 2020).
And since everyone has a responsibility it is important to allow their children to be given a chance to understand what their rights and responsibilities are to prepare them for their futures. To which the government does take its own part from within the countries legal systems and guidelines to allow people their rights to an education, and work or volunteering experiences (The Independent, 2003).
To be able to have anything be done through society people must be able to understand that something has to be done to make the people to question themselves and others. In a sense of doing their duty and not expecting other to do everything for them. Being able to do anything without any questions asked that could cause others to turn away if asked to do anything without necessary obligations (Financial Times, 2013) which does suggest an agreement with Thatcher’s comment especially when considered as part of the interview as a whole rather than a single statement.  
When Thatcher had made her statement and had added that ‘there are families’ it was said by Samuel Brittan of the Financial Times (2013), that she was referring to the point that many people from all over the country were from various lower income or environmentally distressed areas that are asking for help. The help that would be needed would then have to come from somewhere, but it would not be possible if the people did not come together and help the people most in need. The people that truly needed help would not be able to receive it if others who did not need the extra money that they were taking from the government.   The money could have been given to someone in more need of it to pay for food, care or housing bills, or for a care worker to be able to spend more time with their patients while treating them possibly on the daily or weekly basis (Financial Times, 2013). The aim of this would be to reduce inequality the importance of which is now reflected in the Equality Act (2010) and the aims of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015). 
But in a contemporary world it has been proven that there is such a thing as society. People are more open, friendly, and willing to help each other in their times of need, especially in the year 2020, after the global widespread of the coronavirus pandemic. Boris Johnson, the United Kingdom’s Prime Minister had at the beginning of the outbreak spreading to the UK in March, said that there indeed was ‘such a thing as society’ when addressing the nation. And with the society being made up of many different religious and ethnic backgrounds and varying age groups coming together to help the people most in need during the more trying times (The Conversation, 2020).
According to the Institute of Economic Affairs (2009), in an article that discussing Thatcher’s interview with Woman’s Own in 1987 on there being ‘no such thing as society’, revealed it was mentioned in her autobiography in 1993. The article discussed in further detail that what Thatcher meant by saying that there was no such thing as society, that it was the word ‘society’ in particular that did not mean anything, or that it was a more abstract meaning, but that there were the ‘individuals, families, neighbours and volunteers’ form any organisations or local areas that help the people in need are the ‘society’ itself (Institute of Economic Affairs, 2009).  This would be in line with Thatcher’s aims as prime minister when her whole purpose was to change Britain for good reasons. Thatcher encouraged privatisation to ‘give the power back to the people’.  But in 2012, the director of the Progress pressure group, Mr. Philpot had stated in 2012, that the: -
	‘result of electricity privatisation was to take the power away from the people’.
· Ball, (2013); Coman, (2013). 
Thatcher’s privatisation policy has swept the world since the 1980’s after her determination to bring back the British economy’s markets. And due to the success, privatisations have spread around the world and had encouraged the growth and living standards, economically through businesses cutting their costs and increasing their company’s quality of their services (Edwards, 2017). 
In 1984, the National Coal Board had announced that they planned to close some of the collieries across Britain to stop the annual loss of over £300 million. Due to this announcement the miner’s strikes had begun, causing a divide between the north and the south. To this, Thatcher had noted that through the failure of the miner’s strike in 1984-85 against her government had helped the British economy but had caused the unions to fall drastically within the nation’s workforces (Pruitt, 2020). Arguably this was done to ultimately help society as a whole by addressing the economic situation. 
‘Society’ is an invention of human interaction that within reality does not have a physical object to show itself, but rather is a subject that consists of who people are. Due to this it means that ‘society’ is different to every individual that wishes to visually prescribe it while they take up their own individual roles and how they are to be done (Lumen, n.d.). Even though society is a social construct, individuals arguably welcome the human invention of society which perhaps explains why Thatcher’s comments have caused continued debate over the thirty years since they were made.
‘Man cannot live alone; the individual cannot, Society cannot do without the family; and although family groups can be conceived as independent and self-sufficing, the family has from very early times been in like manner part of a larger society, whether it be a clan, a tribe, or a nation, with which it is bound up.’
· Unknown, (n.d.).
This quote states that an individual cannot exist on their own forever, that being without a family is not possible for their natural instincts of needing others around not only to adapt and develop throughout their lives, but to have families. Families need each other to be able to be dependant but at the same time to be with the ones that they love, and that it does not matter if the person in from a small family or tribe, there are still a society from within them that might not be voiced out loud.
Emile Durkheim, the French sociologist, once stated that he believed that ‘society’ had a powerful hold over the individuals, where the collective ‘consciousness’ of the people was made up of their norms and beliefs along with the shared knowledge and understanding of how the world works. With the world adapting to be able to have a growing population – there are more people that are interacting with each other worldwide in the sense of work, school or people purposefully wanting to more to another country to live a life of their own. Self-sufficient people might not be a part of a global society, but they are connected through to others by personal ties and traditions (Social Science, 2020).
In the same interview with Woman’s Own in which the statement on there being ‘no such thing as society’. Thatcher had stated that the benefits that the government was giving the people were meant to reassure them, that if there were any medical needs for the sick or injured – there would be a safety net for the individuals. Or that the benefits were for the more unfortunate. These were to work together and help the individuals and/ or their families, but there are people within our country that manage to swindle the system and take the money from those in need. Along with this Thatcher had stated an example of: - 
‘But what is the point of working? I can get as much on the dole!’.
· Thatcher, (1987). 
Thatcher had continued her point further by saying that the individuals that are taking the money that is meant to help the people most in need might feel better about themselves if they would earn their own money under the right circumstances and not take from others (Thatcher, 1987). 
According to the Chartered Accountants Benevolent Association (2020), the benefits system in the UK is a way to help provide the necessities of everyday life as well as the more financial support that individuals are entitled to if they are unemployed, struggling to find work, if they have a disability, are unable to raise their children on such low income, or in charge of caring for an ill loved one. So, this echoes Thatcher’s comments about benefits going to those who needed them most. And because those who allegedly claim money which they do not need a fraud benefit investigation system has been put into operation. So, this endorses the comments made by Thatcher about the people who do not need the benefit are taking from those who do (Thatcher, 1987).
So serious is the situation of people taking government monies that they are caught for committing fraud for faking their needs of more money the benefits will either be reduced or stopped immediately after investigation for roughly 3 years when convicted of the fraud and might last longer if the person has committed the fraud more than once to which the individual would have to pay back the money or be taken into court to pay a penalty fine (UK Government, n.d.).
Living on benefits in today’s society is known as not being a choice of lifestyle, but rather a world in which the individuals and their families have the desperate need to be able to afford their way of living. The study had focused on groups of people that were benefit claimants from around Leeds from 2011-13. The groups were interviewed at least 3 times during the years – to which the people had been asked to describe what it was like having to live on benefits as: - ‘Scrimping and saving. It’s horrible’ or as a person ‘[on benefits] … you’re just existing, not living. That’s all you’re doing. You’re just another number, you’re not a person’. Many of the individuals that had taken a part in the study had noted that they planned not to live their lives off benefits and were planning to find a way to earn their money through work. Other people had noted that they would forgo eating to be able to feed their children more – due to how har it is for the person to be able to get by when they are living off benefits according to the University of Leeds (2014).
Dr Ruth Patrick of the University of Leeds (2014) was the lead researcher for the study on these individuals that were claimants of benefits. Patrick had stated that: - 
‘This research is yet another challenge to the myth that benefit claimants are lazy and unwilling to work. It also shows that the prevailing narrative about ‘welfare’  only serves to stigmatise and exclude out-of-work benefit claimants, who frequently want to work, and are often already contributing to society as carers and volunteers.’
· University of Leeds, (2014).
Which clearly states that the people that are trapped and are in need of benefits to be able to afford anything – wish to be able to work, to feel like themselves as a human being rather than ‘just a number’ as one of the participants of the study had described themselves. 
Helping those individuals and families most in need is reflective of what society is all about.  And as Gandhi once said - ‘the greatness of a nation can be judged by how it treats its weakest member’ or another similar quote of his is: - ‘the true measures of any society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable members’.
· The Columbian, 2016; Volunteering Matters, 2016.
In which Gandhi is referring to the care that we – the people treat and care for the individuals that are in need of more help every day, this then identifies along with Thatcher’s (1987) notes within her interview with Woman’s Own.
According to Teresa Mercer of Youth First (2019), social values demonstrate the relationship to society and described social values in terms of ‘justice, freedom, respect, community, and responsibility’ (Youth First, 2019). And if values are reflective of a ‘sense of right and wrong’ (Youth First, 2019) then this is surely equated to Thatcher’s comments on people who were not in need claiming money (Thatcher, 1987) then this is surely an example of  identifying that help should be for those in need in representative of a society recognising inequality.
And in the UK legislation during and since Thatcher’s time in office has been developed to reduce the inequality for the different members of society. Most recently in Wales the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 was put into place to help improve the decisions and their impacts on the public’s work and their communities to help prevent the ever-persistent problems of poverty and health inequalities (Future Generations, 2021). 
Poverty does not only mean not being able to afford anything due to not being able to work or necessarily a low income. An individual can experience poverty through not being able to afford a lot of food to be able to keep a healthy diet, there is fuel poverty – which refers to not being able to afford gas or electricity to keep their housing warm enough throughout the colder nights. Poverty effects the individuals mental and physical health and well-being (Future Generations, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Hlk61544882]To escape being in a poverty trap people need help and support. Poverty traps are essentially a repeating loop that does not allow people to escape it, that is usually caused due to the low levels of income being payed towards many families (Reilly, 2018). To which a non-governmental organisation might be able to step in with their financial supports, but if the family manage to find a stable ground to stand on and the support stops – the families can see themselves fall back into the poverty trap (The Economic Times, 2020). And that recognising that people in poverty needed government help was voiced by Thatcher in her 1987 interview when she was commenting about the state of people in society.
Returning the subject of society both UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and former premier David Cameron have made declarative statements about society.  In 2020 Boris Johnson stated there was ‘such a thing as society’ in 2005 David Cameron stated, ‘that there is such a thing as society; it’s just not the same thing as the state’, which shows that in certain aspects or views of individuals that society does exist and comes together when in need or in the form of a more voluntary organisations, communities, or even friendly neighbours in comparison to Thatcher’s view of the word ‘society’ (Saunders, 2020). 
In conclusion, much has been made of Thatcher’s comments about there being no society. In which they are often seen to be quoted as a statement rather than in the context of the whole interview. But, as with all politicians, Thatcher was arguably of no difference in trying to improve the living standards of everyone within the UK. And that hoping to be able to improve the way of living for everyone would possibly change the way that society – the people would also improve, as Thatcher (1987) had said that she simply believed that the way that she had interpreted that the words ‘there is no such thing as society’ was true to their nature at the time of her interview.
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