


Introduction 
Case study that identifies examples of vulnerability in children
Specific reasons, factors that might not be seen in the average family.

Safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility, therefore everyone who comes into contact with a child and their families has a role to play in preventing and protecting children from harm. All service providers that involve children must recognise and respond to concern of individuals that not yet reached the age of 18 (Lindon and Webb, 2016). Children best interest must be the top priority and the core aspects of child well-being are (Children Act, 1989):
· Ensuring safety and emotional warmth 
· Health and education 
· Family and Social relationship 
· Emotional and behavioural development 
· Identity 
· Housing and income
· Employment and Social presentation 
Parental behaviour may expose the risk that increase the child's vulnerability. Children are more vulnerable if they have parents who are misusing drugs or alcohol, as well as exposed to domestic violence and abuse. Such factors may lead to increased risk of harm to children. Parents who have continuing problems of alcoholism, substance abuse are more likely to lose sight of the welfare of their children and attention to a family money. Often money being spent towards addiction rather providing children with basic necessities (NSPCC, 2021).
 This Stockport case study report will provide recommendations, guidelines as well us underline and analyse the legislation's that safeguards children from abuse and neglect. 



Case study 
Specific issues of the case. Policy and professionals involved. Circumstances that indicate vulnerability. Risk factors. 
Stockport troubled family case study reports that mom had significant history of abuse in a childhood and in the relationships where she was experiencing severe domestic violence. Therefore, her mental health was deteriorating which resulted in alcoholism. There was detected anti-social behaviour around her property, other individuals would drink alcohol near and at the property where mother lived with her two children. Children were not attending school regularly (Crown, 2014). Children missing education are at significant risk of underachieving, being victims of harm, exploitation or radicalisation and developing disruptive behaviour later in life (The Education Act 1996).
Children father recently died from overdose of drugs that meant that there where bereavement involved, and children didn't have another responsible adult to care for them. Furthermore, children may experience other psychological effects like (NSPCC, 2021): 
· blaming theme self for their parent’s behaviour or death
· not being able to attend school or have poor educational attainment
· difficulty in maintaining healthy relationship with others
· depression and other emotional and behavioural issues 
 Unfortunately, statistics indicates that on average at least one child dies every week in the UK due to abuse or neglect (NSPCC, 2020).  Therefore, troubled family case study “Stockport” required immediate attention to prevent harm or neglect towards children and family as a hole. The Children Act 1989 and 2004 state that the most important welfare aspect for children is to feel safe in their own family unit and not to be separated from biological parents if safe environment could be provided because parents play significant role in every children's life. 
The troubled families programme was introduced in 2011 in order to help parents integrate back to the working society, local authorities must ensure that children receive proper education and reduce anti-social behaviour in troubled families. Dedicated family intervention worker would indicate and help families to deal with their problems. Social worker builds an honest and proactive relationship with troubled families. The objective of support is to guide and help troubled families to gain self-esteem and confidence in themselves by building resilience and trust. The key factors to successful intervention (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012):
Dedicated worker has to be able to build honest and productive relationship with the family. In “Stockport” case study evidence is clear that family worker gained mothers trust, therefore she engaged willingly and was ready to accept the help that she needed. 
Practical “hands on” support. Family worker recognised that mother was suffering with alcoholism and was willing to get her life back under control. Therefore, dedicated worker promptly arranged a detox programme for mother to attend.
Family workers challenging approach specifically involving kids helped mother to understand that she needed guidance and support with parenting her children. Mum was encouraged to set routine and boundaries for children.
Considering the family as a whole. Dedicated worker contacted the school and informed of the situation. Therefore, by involving school and supporting mother with parenting skills, children’s attendance at school improved significantly. 
Common purpose. The mother was supported with counselling regarding mental issues that lead to substance abuse. She managed to keep a record of all her triggers and drinking problem was under control. 



Analysis 
Relevant policy and process intervention. 
The point that family becomes a subject and duty or a role of health and social care in particular situation. 
Potential impact on the children after local services involvement
Working Together to Safeguarding Children 
Children welfare is top priority and everyone who works with children has a responsibility to keeping them safe. The key guidance must be complied with everyone working with children in England. Therefore, every citizen that comes in contact with children has a role to play (HM Government, 2018).
The Children Act 1989 in force the local authorities to provide children services in their area. Local authorities have a duty to assess, listen and understand child’s wishes, feelings and develop a support plan according to individual child’s needs. 
The Children Act 2004 Children welfare is top priority and everyone who works with children has a responsibility to keep them safe. There are three main safeguarding partners that must work together and engage others to achieve the best possible outcome:
· local authority must protect welfare of children and work with all family in order to brought up children within their own family if possible (Citizens advice, 2021).
· a clinical commissioning groups has responsibility to follow 5 R’s that means Recognise, Respond, Report, Record and Refer to the Police and Social Care Services
· the chief officer of police has a unique power to remove a child to safe environment and protect from harm in the early stage, for example while attending domestic abuse incident (HMIC, 2015).

The Equality Act 2010 ensures that public authorities eliminate discrimination and provide every child with services that meets their particular needs, promote equal opportunities in life.   

The Education Act 1996 Local authorities responsible to monitor and make sure that children of compulsory school age attending school regularly and receiving suitable education.
Children missing education
There could be many reasons why children missing school. Therefore, local authorities have a duty to investigate and safeguard children from being victims of harm, exploitation or radicalisation. Children missing education are at significant risk of underachieving and developing disruptive behaviour later in life. First of all is a parent’s responsibility to ensure that a child receives suitable full-time education. Schools have a responsibility to monitor child’s attendance and report poor attendance to the local authorities. Information sharing between schools and local authorities is essential to keep children safe (Department for Education, 2016).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Children (UNCRC, 1989)
Is the most established, internationally used human rights treaty in the world. The Convention cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the rights that all children are entitled to. The Convention came into force in the UK in 1992 (UNICEF UK, 2021). In respect to case study “Stockport” there are visible evidence that a key worker was considering the Article 9 that a child has a right to live with the parent in according of meeting the best interest of the child if safeguarding guidelines are meat (UNICEF UK, 2010).





Evaluation 
Analyse the enrolment of the agencies. 
What could have been done differently. Recommendations and valid reasons for suggestions.
Mother in the case study ‘Stockport’ revealed that she was pleased that she finally felt able to trust the family worker. Therefore, the better outcome was achieved, children was enjoining school, mother was feeling positive and was able to look for a job. However, is important to understand that sometimes could be more challenging to indicate the impact of neglect in older children. Therefore, while mom was the victim of severe domestic abuse as well as anti-social behaviour around the home. The police responsibility was to identify older children as potentially vulnerable to neglect or abuse. Police must use their professional instincts and look further then immediate incident and always consider children’s needs. Case study show no evidence of support after children lost their father. Lack of understanding of the impact of trauma as well as lack of support with mental health needs. Professionals across all agencies must have better understanding what is happening to older children. Safeguarding partners must build strong relationship, work together and provide strong leadership and support to other relevant agencies. School failed to identify and report the signs of neglect. 
Early help syst

Children and Social Care Act 2017 
Early help system guide

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/troubled-families-early-help-system-guide 
Schools provide appropriate support for parents and children.
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