Results chapter
This research project's findings and discussion’s part will give the researcher the opportunity to evaluate and contrast the collected data from the administered questionnaire. The researcher has chosen specific questions to cover in this research project and the questions are shown in appendix 1. The survey consisted of 13 questions and was distributed amongst the researchers’ WhatsApp group s that were made up of parents. The survey was competed by 51 responders in 1 day so it was closed early as this was the optimum number required. The survey was anonymous however it did pose personal questions such as age and gender. 


Question 1-4

Question 1
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Are you a parent or guardian of a 10-16 year old. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 2 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Please select your gender. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 3
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age?. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 4
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How old is your child? (Please select all that apply if you have more than one child). Number of responses: 51 responses.]
The researcher collected a total of 51 responses which resulted in there being one more response than originally anticipated and according to Bekele and Ago (2022), determining a defined sample size is challenging, and there is no universal rule for maximum or minimum interviews. However, Subedi (2021) suggests in general, larger sample sizes are employed in qualitative research and, depending on the objectives of the study and the amount of data that must be collected, the number of participants may vary from 10 to 50 or more. 
To begin, the replies given by the participants were representative of a decent sample, since they included responses from both male and female participants of varying ages. Question 1 shows that the survey includes 11.8% who are not a parent or guardian and question 2 revealed that 47.1% of respondents identified as female and 52.9% as male. The third question concerned the participants' ages, which ranged from 18 to over 50. The researcher was keen to look at parents of children between 10 and 16 years old and question 4 shows a varied child age range. Although the predominant age range for the criminal exploitation of children is fourteen to seventeen, the Children's Society warns that younger children are increasingly being groomed, with primary school-age children being targeted (The Children's Society, 2019).

Question 5
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How familiar are you with the term "COUNTY LINES". Number of responses: 51 responses.]
This question revealed that there was 66.7% of participants had some understanding of what county lines is where 23.5% had heard the term but had no understanding. The other 9.8% of participants claimed to have never heard the term before. So therefore, this may suggest that many participants have taken the time to educate themselves in some capacity on the problems of county lines. There is also a potential suggestion that 34.3% of participants would benefit from some guidance in safeguarding children from county lines exploitation. This supports the findings of Maxwell (2023) of parents having limited knowledge in the subject.

Questions 6-8
Question 6
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that children in your community are adequately educated about county lines exploitation?
. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 7
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Who do you think are most effective in educating children about county lines exploitation? (Select all that apply)
. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 8
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: In your opinion, at what age should education about county lines exploitation begin?
. Number of responses: 51 responses.]

Questions 6 to 10 were designed by the researcher to generate data around the knowledge of parents on the education children receive in relation to county lines exploitation. The results show that 74.5% believe that their children are being adequately taught about county lines exploitation with school and parents being the participants idea of most effective educators. That being said, if 34.3% of participants do not know what county lines it, this will have the opposite effect and be the most ineffective preventative measure. Education by police and youth organisations came in at 41.2% each meaning less than half of respondents think a police input would be effective, even though they are the most knowledgeable about the subject. Following on from this, participants were asked when they believe exploitation education should begin with almost half (49%) agreeing it should be 11-12 years old this is in line with Ramli et al., (2021) who suggests youngsters are targeted between 11-24 years old. Surprisingly, the responses were suggested at the younger age groups and predominantly primary school children. This is consistent with studies (Baidawi, Sheehan et al. 2020) that there is a need to address the exploitation issue and is the responsibility of more than school education. 

Question 9
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: On a sale of 1-5 - (1 - Not very confident to 5 Very) confident

How confident are you that children know how to recognize signs of exploitation?. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
The researcher was interested to know the knowledge of parents with these questions and they suggest that parents lack confidence with educating their children around drugs and exploitation. This could be due to lack of understanding in the subject, as question 5 showed and supports the research of Maxwell (2022).

Question 11
The researcher used an open question to ask, “How do you think schools can improve education on county lines exploitation?” 
Interestingly there were several responders suggesting to have specific lessons in the subject.
One respondent replied 
By having designated lessons in form time like they do for sex education

 Another suggested
 
Bring it in as part of the curriculum, maybe as part of social/humanities lesson etc

Several respondents suggested partner agencies or third party involvement such as 
Life skills could cover this as part of the curriculum. Children most likely to be exploited are unlikely to be regular school attendees so whilst school is part of the answer, it needs to be a community led initiative for education.
and
Sessions built into the school curriculum using real life examples. Maybe presentations by young people who were previously victims.
This strengthens the research (Creaney, 2018; Gough, 2017), that employing ex offenders to educate and engage with peers can be beneficial
The researcher was particularly interested in the responses where parents acknowledge they have little knowledge themselves and rely heavily on schools to educate in this field.  Some respondents agreed saying
Awareness for parents as well as children

and
Making it a well known thing by talking about it, personally never heard of that term and I’m the parent so doubt my child does. Talk more

Questions 12 and 13
Question 12
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Are you aware the Welsh Government has withdrawn funding of police delivering lessons in school?. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
Question 13
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How do you think this will affect county lines exploitation in children. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
The research shows that 82.4% of respondents are not aware that funding is being withdrawn for police to attend schools to engage and educate children in criminality and keeping safe. This could be explained as it is a relatively new development however knowing this shows 86.3% believe this will have a negative impact and that more children are likely to be exploited. There is not enough literature to evaluate the impact this will have on exploitation and so further research on this is recommended.
In concluding the survey some respondents gave further opinions all of which included ensuring this type of exploitation is taught, potentially not just by schools but partner agencies too, evidencing that further research should be recommended.
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