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AIM(S)
· To develop students’ knowledge of hunter-gather studies in the broadest sense within our political, social and cultural historical past;
· To provide students tools with the tools to critically engage with and evaluate historical, ethno-historical, anthropological, and archaeological evidences as sources of our understanding of foraging cultures

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of an ancient civilisation of their choice;
2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theoretical approaches and analytical methods appropriate to the study of ancient civilisations and the application of these to a specific civilisation of their choice;
3. Develop independent research and presentation skills.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
This module seeks to explore the construct of ‘hunter-gatherers’ as both a stage in our evolutionary development and a categorisation of present day cultural groups within anthropology. An exploration of how we developed an understanding of such groups, from notions of the ‘noble savage’ through to more modern interpretations of ‘prudent predators’ for modern day hunter-gatherer-forager groups is undertaken. Issues, such as egalitarianism, hunting, gathering, gendered roles, provisioning, social organisation, sexual division of labour, etc. are addressed from a palaeoanthropological perspective. In the first half of the module students are introduced to the earliest hominins, theories surrounding human evolutionary studies, along with the archaeological and fossil evidence consisting largely of butchered animal bones, stone tool assemblages, hunting and butchery sites, dating and chronology etc. In the second half of the module a broad/varied range of foraging groups are introduced and key concepts such as, classification, subsistence, environmental contextualisation, social relations and social organisation are critically examined. The module asks basic question of the data sets, such as how sensible is it to classify people by their subsistence patterns and questions the assumptions that hunter-gathering was a ‘natural’ state in our evolutionary history.

This module considers the evolutionary trajectory of modern humans as H-G-F groups using both the archaeological and ethnographic records.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the broad range of concepts, principles and methodologies used in human evolutionary studies within the disciplines of Archaeology and Anthropology. Discussion and critical evaluation of these approaches is encouraged throughout the delivery of the module. Directed reading and self-learning should be reflected in the assessed work drawing out the synergies of both disciplines. 

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10

	Guided reading and research
	10
	5

	Independent learning
	170
	85

	TOTAL
	[200]
	100%




ASSESSMENT
Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example for new forms of assessment:

Assessment Component 1 – 50%
3000 word assignment

Given the seeming paucity of the archaeological record alongside the very few truly hunter-gatherer groups today, to what extent can palaeoanthropologists ‘fully appreciate why and how humans evolved?’ 000 word assignment

Assessment Component 2 – 50%
3000 word assignment

Can modern hunter/gatherer groups be interpreted as ‘living fossils’? Outline the problems associated with such a notion and critically evaluate the implications of such an assertion for human evolution studies. 

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%












EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	No


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words)
This module focuses on and critiques traditional methodologies for thinking about defining human groups though their mode of subsistence.  The module reflects upon broadly defined issues of sustainability, with reference to the following themes:  the interaction of past and present hunter-gather groups within specific habitats and environments; the relationship of individuals, specific sex and/or genders, cohorts based on age or social status etc., in terms of their role in the acquisition of food, raw materials, and the production of cultural material remains; the dynamics of palaeoanthropology in questioning hunter-gather-forager model as a sustainable mode of subsistence.
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