[bookmark: _Hlk140659402][image: ]Upon reviewing the results of my questionnaire, it quickly became apparent that technology is used by a wide array of police officers and staff. Out of the 52 people who competed my questionnaire 84.6% percent, confirmed they use some for of technology. This support the previous findings from Benjamin J. Goold (2020),  Big Brother Watch (2017) and Diana Miranda (2021).  Where all three of these sources of information have discussed the advance and wide roll out of technology. This supports the information that the have including in their writing. As noted above on the pie chart, one person was unsure if they use any technology which may have been a mistake or a misunderstanding of the question. 

My  research has also found that police officers understand the use and benefits of using CCTV with 98.1% of the responding people confirming that they use CCTV as a part of their investigation. This  shows that  CCTV is a fundamental part of policing work and shows how much it is used. This again supports Benjamin J. Goold (2020) who’d findings stated the CCTV was ever growing and widespread. 
In addition to this, my review of previous finding raised multiple concerns of human rights being affected due to the use of  CCTV and body worn cameras. My research found that 98.1% of people are fully aware of The Human Rights Act 1998, with 98% of responding people confirming that they are aware of Article 8, the right to a private life. These large, positive answers would provide a contrast to the findings of Lippert and Newall (2016) and Freund (2015) who raised concerns over the lack of knowledge of human rights and the general ethical concerns of breaching article 8.  
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My research has found that the vast majority of police officer s and staff do not agree with ethical concerns raised with reference to Article 8 of The Human Rights Act 1998.



In addition, I also questioned if there are any ethical concerns that fall outside of the remit of The Human Rights Act 1998. 67.3% of people confirmed that they are aware of ethical concerns which would support the findings of Lippert and Newall (2016) and Freund (2015).

Benjamin J. Goold (2020) states withing his findings that  there are dangers associated with the technology due to the technology being underplayed and not developed enough to accuracy. My findings found that police officer have benefited from CCTV and so have people who have been investigated for criminal activity as my findings found that CCTV has actually provided evidence to support a person’s innocence, confirmed by 59.6% of officers confirming that this is the case on one or more occasions. Albeit that Goold is also correct in some respects, when looking at facial recognition, only around half of my responses believe facial recognition is accurate, coming in at 51.9%.  and only 41.2% of officers have had a positive result from this technology. 
[image: ] My questionnaire also looked at body worn video as the findings of Diana Miranda (2021) states that body worn cameras have the ability to have an impact on a situation. From my results, it shows that 86% of officers have access to, or use a body worn camera. Further-more 60.8% of people confirmed that no negative impacts have happened to them, due to the use of this technology and further supported by 92% stating they have not seen violence escalate due to the camera’s use. 
However, Diana Miranda (2021) stats that the use of body worn camera acts as a deterrent to people who come into the contact with the police. My findings, as see here show that 48% agree which means that there could be controversy in the statement that Diana has made. With 34% of people stating that these cameras do not act as any deterrent means that Diana’s sources of information, may be incorrect or outdated. 

The final technology that has been discussed and researched within my questionnaire is the use of a taser. Dymon, A (2020) states within their findings that tasers have been widely issued out to police officers. My findings bring contrast to this statement as 34.6% of people who completed the questionnaire had been issued a taser. This would support the findings of Laville, (2013) who states that 11% and Drummond-Smith, I (2020) with 14%  of officers carry the device as their findings were from 2013 and 2020 respectively provide a more realistic reflection in 2023. 
From my findings 86.3% of officers believe that carrying a taser improves an officers safety with a controversial response of the questionnaire where officers believe that due to having a taser they are more likely to be subjected to violence with 50% of people agreeing, this supports Drummond-Smith, I, (2020) who mentions within his findings the risks of the carrying this technology. 
The final point to note is that Dymond, A (2020) states within their findings that there is insufficient information available around the topic of taser, albeit that over 75% of officers who carry taser believe they have received sufficient training and have relevant knowledge of the device. 

In conclusion,  my findings have supported the vast majority of the findings of previous people. My findings have shown that officers are aware of important legalisation such as The Human Rights Act 1998, there relevant articles within it, such as article 8, right to a private life. Officers understand the Act but do not believe it infringes on human rights. Further-more, my findings have found that CCTV has been a vital asset with investigation for both proving innocence and guilt of a person. I have also found that officers believe that facial recognition is not up to the required level and improvement is needed. Lastly, my findings found that the use of taser offers officers with more personal security whilst opening the door to being subjected to more violent calls. Overall, my findings were completed by current serving officers and have provide an up to date reflection the findings of before mentioned people. 
 Word count: 1002
image1.png
Do you use technology such as body worn camera, CCTV, facial recognition or a taser, daily in your

tour of duty?
52 responses

® Yes
o No
® Not sure

13.5%





image2.png
Do you believe the technology used by police, IE, body worn cameras or CCTV, impacts on a

person's rights, namely Article 8?
51 responses

0 Yes
o No
© I donot know





image3.png
Would you say that a body worn camera is a deterrent?
50 responses.

O Yes
O No
© Maybe





