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The UNCRC is a legally binding agreement which sets out the civil, social, economic, political and cultural rights of every child (Savethechildren.org.uk)   Wales became the first country within the UK to make this part of its domestic law (childcomwales.org.uk)  This happened in 2011 when Wales introduced the new legislation The Rights of Children and Young persons (Wales) 2011. (legslation.gov.uk)  The UNCRC consists of 54 rights that have been set out to protect children, the terms of the convention require Governments to meet the basic rights of the child and help them to reach their full potential. (savethechildren.org.uk)
The aim of this paper is to provide practitioners with useful information on children’s rights within education.

Article 3.  Everyone who works with children should always do what is best for each child.
The children’s Act 2004: states that the interests of the child are paramount and safeguarding of the child is everyone’s responsibility.  This can only be delivered and sustained when multi agencies work together to promote the wellbeing of the child. (Legislation.gov.uk)
Foundation Phase Framework (2015):  The aim is to provide the child with the best possible start in life allowing them to develop and grow, giving them greater control over their own learning and building on prior knowledge. Learning through play allows the child to experiment, take risks and problem solve. (WG,2015)
Adults whether that be parents, guardians or Teachers should base their decisions on what is in the best interest of the child. (cyprs.org.uk)
Multi agencies working together is essential in supporting the child and the family.  This can allow for early identification, assessment and referral. (WG, 2012)
Children regardless of age have the right to be heard and the right to exercise choices and have their views respected. (Lansdown,2005)


Article 16.  The right to privacy.
UNICEF believe that all children have the right to privacy and should be protected from unlawful attacks on their reputation. (UNICEF, no date)
Data Protection act 2018:  This has been designed to protect a person’s privacy.  All personal information held on a child is to be treated securely and confidentially. (legislation.gov.uk) This information may only be shared with other agencies with the parents’ consent unless there is serious concern over the child’s safety and welfare. Sharing information with outside agencies is key if you have concerns over a child’s welfare. (NSPCC, no date)
It is essential for the practitioner to follow the policies and procedures outlined by their setting.  Any information regarding the child or the family should not be discussed outside of the setting.  This is outlined in the Education Act 2002. (legislation.gov.uk) Building a strong and trusting relationship is key in providing the best outcomes for the child.



Article 28.  The right to an Education.  
All children have the right to an education. (UNICEF, no date) 
Equalities Act 2010 It is unlawful for any education setting to discriminate against anyone based on race, sex, disability, sexual orientation or gender realignment. (Gov.uk, no date)
The right to an education is one of the most important human rights.  It allows you the opportunity to become the best that you can be.  A good education can help you achieve more in life and reduce your chances of poverty. (theirworld.org, no date)
SEND code of practice 2015 states that special educational needs will be picked up at the earliest opportunity and support put in place promptly to enable these children the same educational opportunities. (Department of education,2015)
In 2018 a draft for the ALN code was introduced which will go live in September 2020 and fully replace the SEND code by summer 2023.  This code aims to give a more person-centred approach.  Under this new act the practitioner will be able to provide effective support in the classroom and be able to access specialist support, information and advice. (Senedd research. National Assembly for Wales,2019)












Article 29. You have the right to become the best that you can be.
The child and young person’s commissioner for Scotland says that a child’s education should help to shape their mind, body and talents to be the best they can be.  To live an understanding and tolerant life, respecting others and themselves. (cypcs.org.uk, no date)
According to UNICEF education should encourage the child’s talents, abilities and personality.  Teaching the child to respect their peers, each other’s cultures and beliefs and their environment. (UNICEF.org.uk, no date)
The child will develop a respect for the natural environment, friendships with people of all nationalities, religious groups and ethnicities. (United nations human rights office of the high commissioner, no date) 
Carrying out assessments in the classroom will help teachers to see were the child needs help and how best to plan lessons to enable the child to progress. (Donaldson Report, 2015)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion.  
To conclude, it is essential that the children’s rights are at the centre of all we do.  These four articles allow the child the right to develop though education.  Education not only promotes learning but also tolerance, understanding and building friendships. (Cry.org)  The Practitioner will always aim to do their best by the child, to encourage each child to nurture and develop their abilities and talents, whilst always ensuring the child’s dignity and right to privacy is always protected.  These rights were introduced to ensure that the voice of the child was always listened to and their rights were not disregarded.  The convention has been used to build a framework of policies, laws and services to protect, nurture and empower children. (Children’s rights Alliance, no date)
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