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Visby; 1361

in the Year of Our Lord 1361 on the third day after St. Jacob's day, the Gutes fell into
the hands of the Danes before the gates of Visby. Here they lie buried. Pray for them.

14™ century inscription on the Korsbetningen cross commemerating the battle of Visby

Peasant mob or rural militia - new research
testing old narratives
Modern narratives about the battle
deriving from Thordeman and Ingelmarks
survey of the site in 1939, have described
the battle as match between unarmed
peasants and a superior noble force.

This is partly a conflation between farmer

and peasant. Rural Gotland was a ‘farmer

republic’ led by judges and up-keeping a
land militia (Landvdrn) by law.

Citizens over 18 were required to hold
folkvapen probably consisting of shield,
sword and iron hat according to the
Ostgotalagen (c.1290). Some evidence also

with three-dozen arrows being mandatory”
(Halsingelagen) -

Health and age of the Visby combatants

Ingelmark stated that 64% of the skeletons

studied were not of appropriate fighting age but
his study was flawed...

Ingelmark assessed appropriate fighting age as
between 21 and 55 years old.

Gotlandic law expected those over 18 to be
prepared for military service and to bear arms.

New research from scholars including Akeson
and Lingstrém has found that 76% of combatants
were between 18 and 55, and only 1% were below

the age of 16.

His interpretation of disability is also over
exaggerated, several bodies labeled as
hunchbacks do not show traces of serious
complications.





