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[bookmark: _GoBack]My previous knowledge of safeguarding was limited to a one-day course I had attended during employability week with Sioned (Sear, 2019). I have worked with and taken care of children most of my life. That course changed my perspective and how I viewed changes in children’s appearance and behaviour. I have always noticed differences in children’s appearance, unwashed, unlaundered clothing and haircut. Attending the course had made me aware that these changes could be symptomatic of abuse.

Durning the process of preparing for the conference I realised that I need to develop confidence in my contribution and to be more assertive when I want to be heard and ensuring it is heard first time as appose to approaching the matter diplomatically.
This module showed how much support is available to families and how important a social workers job is in facilitating families to access those facilities. Enabling intervention before the situation becomes a crisis. 
Considering a case and building a scenario was sometimes a little difficult to stay within our peramiters and we all agreeded that it would have been easier to deal with an actual case study as apose to building the case ourselves. 
Being able to act out the different professional roles required for the child protection conference was challenging. However, for me, the most significant aspect was being able to experience first-hand the challenges that maybe faced by another professional. This helped me to understand the complexity of their job that previously I had not appreciated. According to Suter et al. (2009, p.41) it is important to understand and appreciate others’ roles as this can lead to a better understanding of the required ‘competencies for collaborative practice’.

Each agency has a lot of responsibility and ultimately the decision to place a child on the child protection register it is not solely a social workers decision. There are clear procedures to follow in the all wales child protection procedures (AWCPP) (2008) I found this quite reassuring because should I chose to follow this career path I was struggling with ‘what if I get it wrong?’

Pengelly (2013) states that legislation outlines the duties of practitioners from various agencies when a ‘child is in need’ or a ‘child at risk’ and that there is a considerable body of legislation and guidlines regarding safeguarding children.
Personally i found the quantity of legislation available sometimes overwhelming and that the official reports were difficult to read. I found that i would read legislation only to find that it has changed for example in the presentation i said ‘Child Protection Register’ according to family lives (2018) Child Protection Register no longer exists and that it has now been replaced by the recording of plans in order to emphasise that the process is about providing services to protect the child. Knowing that legislation is continually evolving is reassuring. Including procedures such as obtaining a DBS can be a lengthy process but is completely relevant to protect children UK Government (2018) explain the relevance of The Update Service It allows employers to check up to date information online.
All wales child protection proceedures (AWCPP) (2008) was surprisingly easy to navigate and read.
Watching Baby P the untold story on YouTube (Hurrah, 2018) it became apparent that the media manipulated the truth/ statistics to suit the story they want to tell. Reid and Misener (2001) Social workers are portrayed as being negative, incompetent and used as a scapegoat. this profession tends to get bad news media treatment. LeCroy and Stinson (2004) found that the more knowledge about social workers and their settings would produce a more positive attitudes toward social workers. Olin (2013) Children look up to and aspire to work as a teacher or in the police force, lawyers etc but do not aspire to become a social worker as it is not seen as a respected profession in UK. However, Zugazaga et al, (2006) explain that in America social workers are seen as a respected profession. 


Broklehurst (2019) states that professionals have difficulties detecting abuse and a social workers job is complex, and they must develop an ability to see past what Parents are trying cover up in order to meet what is expected of them.

Throughout this module I have heard and seen many things that upset and disgusted me, for example I understood that Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) occurs in countries such as Africa, The Middle East and Asia, I was not aware that this was as wide spread as it is, despite The World Health Organisation (WHO) (2018) repeated attempts to educate and work with communities to get them to abandon FGM practice. I was under the illusion that this was performed on Babies, the WHO (2018) state that this procedure is carried out between the ages of infancy and 15. Reading the details of the procedure itself and the complications that arise from it, is rather disturbing. National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) (2019) state that this occurs in the UK and they estimate that 137,000 women and girls affected by FGM in England and Wales and that Since July 2015, 205 Female Genital Mutilation Protection Orders have been made to safeguard girls from female genital mutilation.

Many situations that I have encountered throughout my life as regaurding my children make more sense now. The way I was questioned when attending hospital because I believed my son might have eaten a battery makes more sense now that I am more aware that parents harm their own children in similar ways Munchausen syndrome by proxy (Feldman, 2006). The health visitor ringing me a few days later to see how he was and what had happened. 
I have Seen a health visitor in a new light and the importance of their role and developing a new understanding of the questions they ask that can at times seem a little invasive, Re domestic abuse. 

The case studies were hard to hear and those innocent little faces and harrowing details will stay with me forever.
James Bulger is a prominent memory for me the sadness in his mothers’ eyes is so upsetting. I never read or heard exactly what that little boy endured before his death as I found it too distressing. Personally, I was very angry at both the perpetrators and if I am honest society for allowing Venables the opportunity to damage more innocent peoples lives. It wasn’t until this module that I considered what those boys must have endured to make them do what they did. In no way do I condone or forgive what they did but it has given me a better understanding and allowed me to feel a little bit of compassion towards them as children. Developing my professional standards and taking the child -centered approach. Detaching personal feelings and Separating the child from the behaviour.

This reflective paper is the most daunting part of this assignment however, Professional association for childcare and early years (PACEY) (2016) explain the importance of reflection especially when working with early years facilitating you in providing the best care possible for the children in your setting.
Reflective practice is an excellent way to maintain and continually improve the quality of your practice. Giving the opportunity to identify professional development needs and enhancing your skills whilst improving your confidence and motivation. When working as part of a multi-disciplinary it will also promote team work. 

Social services and wellbeing Act (2014) changed the social services sector and promotes the rights of individuals, introducing the Preventable approach to meeting care and support needs enabling them to achieve well-being. It emphasises Partnerships and that Local authorities, health boards and NHS trusts must work together to assess care and support needs.
For me, discovering that Newly Qualified Teachers (NQT) have not attended a safeguarding course during their training is alarming. Mcgarry and Buckley (2013) state that newly qualified teachers should automatically be inducted into the school child protection policy. As their experience of child protection procedures is at the school discretion.


Going forward, 
The knowledge I have acquired is essential to me as a practitioner. 
I have developed confidence in knowing that I am more likely to recognise a child in need or a child at risk of significant harm as defined by Searing (2015) in the Children Act 1989 states that 'harm' means ill-treatment or impairment of health and development. I understand the procedures that must be followed as a practitioner and it has given me the confidence to make a referral via the local safeguarding board if a situation presents itself where it is believed a child is at risk. I would rather voice my concerns and get a wrong than ignore what could be happening. Now Family lives (2018) explain that anyone can contact social services with thier concerns even if they are uncertain about any abuse and that it does not necessarily mean that the family will be separated. In fact, they will support the family providing it is in the best interests of the child/ children.

Looking beyond Childrens behaviour I will not be so quick to judge a child that steels food or hits out and I will not assume that a sibling is fine so I must be wrong. 

I intend Continue to read the weekly email produced by Current Awareness Service for Policy, Practice and Research (CASPAR) (2019) updates weekly to keep up to date with relevant changes.

To educate myself about religions and practices of different cultures that will affect the children I work with in the future so that I understand what risks those children may encounter such as FGM. Although the occurrence of such procedures happening to children distresses me and I have previously taken the ‘ignorance is bliss’ approach I understand the importance of educating my self to facilitate my awareness which will also enable me to protect children.

This course and particularly the introduction to safe guarding has enabled me to question everything that I would normally take as face value. 

Whatever career path I chose to follow I will ensure a child’s voice is heard (Unicef, 1990).  
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