                                                                    Blaenavon

This is a report on Blaenavon’s industrial revolution history. This report will show how and what happened during their industrial revolution and what the pit is being used for now. This report will highlight how the company started and to show what the company has done now.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the late 20th century more than 200,000 pit ponies were being used in British coal mines, as they were essential to the industry. A lot of these pit ponies ended up dying from accidents, mistreatment but also from the explosions that occurred in the pits. Most of the pit ponies that were used spent their whole lives in the darkness of the pit, this caused them to have bad eyes and to also have bad consequences on them. Big Pitt which was originally known as Kearsley’s Pit was the most important colliery in Blaenavon, for over 100 years. Big Pitt was also a big employer within Blaenavon, with 1,200 men working in the mine just in the 1920’. Wales in 1913 had recorded a staggering 57,000,000 tons output of coal, this was mined by almost 250,000 Welsh miners. The coal produced within Blaenavon was shipped all around Europe, some of this coal even reached parts of South America. This coal was used for numerous of different reasons. Some of this coal was used for engines and trains. Big Pit was the first mine in South Wales, that was electrified. By 1910 Big Pit had a ventilating fan and pumps that were powered by electricity. Every miner that worked at Big Pit had two lockers, they had two lockers due to, one being for their clean clothes and the other to be used for their dirty work clothes. The Pit also had showers for the workers to use. Big Pitt was known as Big Pitt due to its large oval shaft. In 1880 the pit was deepened to 300 foot which is also the pits current depth now. Big Pitt was also Blaenavon’s last coalmine to close down, with the closure of Big Pitt this put 250 people out of work, this caused a decline within Blaenavon with shops being boarded up in the town. Blaenavon tried to get the town back up and rushed to get the coalmine turned into a museum, it was reopened as a museum in April 1983. Another reason for the opening of the museum, was also to bring attention to the coalmining of Wales. During the industrial evolution, houses were built by the works, for the key workers to be closer. In 1895 due to the area’ population growing there were pubs, schools and chapels built, this was to provide educational and social facilities. Blaenavon ironworks is the most important feature of the heritage site and is also now classed as an ancient monument. The ironworks was opened in 1789 by Thomas Hopkins, Thomas Hill and Benjamin Pratt. In 1812, Hills Tramroad was a horse drawn railway built to improve the transportation for the industry. With the railway being created, this helped Blaenavon irons industry a lot. This enabled their industry to establish a link with the canals, where the iron and limestone could be transported, not just within the UK but also across the world. Blaenavon has a lot of raw limestone, one of the quarries that had a lot of the limestone was called Tyla Quarry, this is important due to limestone being one of the most important raw materials within the iron industry. For the war effort Blaenavon produced 5% of all coal by 1944. During the 19th and the 20th century Big Pit was one of many collieries operating within Blaenavon, these collieries produced enough coal, to make South Wales the biggest producer of coal in the world. During the mid twentieth century, there were a few upgrades made to the Pit. One of these was the pithead baths, these were introduced in 1939. This was a big improvement for both the men, women but also the children. Before the baths were introduced the women would have to carry jugs of boiling water up the hills to the fill the tin baths for their husbands and children, whilst the women were doing this, it caused some of them to have miscarriages. This was also an improvement not just for the women but also for the men, due to the men not having to walk home in their cold and dirty work clothes, as this used to cause a lot of the workers to have pneumonia and other different types of illnesses. During the success of he Pits there were also a lot of tragedies that happened during this time. These tragedies that have happened, most of them have been recorded in the parish records, these records can show how many women, men and children that had died during these industrial accidents.   
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