Medieval Swansea: City Witness

1. What was the occupation and social status of your chosen witness? 
Lady Mary de Briouze, wife of Lord William de Briouze, Lord of Gower.  
1. What is their relationship to the ‘hanged man’? 
Her husband apprehended him, and she tried to intervene in his execution.
1. What was their involvement in the events surrounding the miracle? 
Mary asked her husband to spare William but was unsuccessful. She then asked to have his body to be taken down from the gallows, as she believed him alive.  She had prayed to St Thomas to intercede on William Cragh’s behalf. Mary sends people to measure him for a votive offering of healing. She heard William Cragh breathe when he laid in the chapel awaiting burial, and then feeds him broth for days upon finding him alive. After he recovers, she goes to Hereford with Cragh to visit the tomb of St Thomas, who saved him to pay thanks.
1. How did they use the space in medieval Swansea? 
She did not witness much in the town herself and sent messengers quite a few times. Her interaction is largely limited to being inside. 
1. How reliable and how valuable do you think their testimony is?
She attributes William’s miracle largely to herself. With St Thomas’s aid, but even then, at her plea. She is the one who pleads for his life, who gets him taken down from the gallows, who hears his breath come back, who sent for people to measure him for further aid from St Thomas and who then nurses him back to health.  A large amount of his miracle only happens in her statement because of her actions. She is valuable in so much as she had close contact with him, but reliability is perhaps questionable in her almost self-congratulatory account. 

