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Introduction 
	“It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia is an American dark situational comedy television series where the audience follows a group of characters that own a bar in Philadelphia called “Paddy’s Pub” and are referred to as “The Gang”. A reviewer from the guardian once said that “It’s cheap, anarchic and about a bunch of hateful alcoholics” [1]. Each of these characters would in the real world be considered unlikable. This dissertation will attempt to understand why these characters have been written in this manner and how this effects the stories within the show itself. Research into each of the character’s individual past and psychological states will take place in order have a deeper analysis breakdown. This proposal will introduce the theoretical evidence that will support the final dissertation. In order to use knowledge from industry professionals, the dissertation will draw reference from the books “Writing the Character Centred Screenplay” [8] and Kaplan’s  The hidden tools of comedy: the serious business of being funny (2013). [9]
Mac
Ronald “Mac” McDonald is the “tough guy” of the group. Mac works as head of security at Paddy’s Pub. Mac supports a running joke throughout the show of being an in-denial homosexual until season 12 episode 6 titled “Hero or Hate Crime” where he finally comes out as being gay in order to keep a scratch card that the gang was debating over. The rumours of “Mac” being gay began in season 1 in “Charlie gats cancer” where “Mac” began dating a transgender woman before she had gone through surgery to remove the male genitalia. However, this subject resurfaced in the episode “Mac fights gay marriage” where mac discovers that the “tranny” as he would call her, had completed her surgery and was married. In the episode, ‘Mac’ was convinced that gay marriage was wrong according to the bible and tried to abolish it. This constant need to prove that being homosexual is wrong, is ‘Mac’ trying to convince himself that he does not have these sexual inclinations, thus leading into the next character trait. ‘Mac’ is also a Catholic and believes heavily in the bible and is actively against science and the theories it presents.  The character acts as “masculine” as possible, which is clear from his martial art conversations and his “bad ass” videos. In the episode ‘Mac Day’, ‘Mac’ unexpectedly scores one point in a professional Karate match against a black belt. ‘Mac’ then continues to gloat for the remainder of the episode. Rob McElhenney, the creator, writer and actor who plays ‘Mac’ in ‘Its always sunny in Philadelphia’ once said that “The karate was an afterthought, I thought it would be funny if this guy was obsessed with the thought of karate but never planned on taking any lessons” [2]. For this section of my dissertation, the relationship between Mac and his parents will be explored in greater detailed reviewing the family relationship that supports his homophobic tendencies. This will hopefully establish a link between the lack of a support system due to his father being in and out of prison and his mother never telling him that she loves him and how he has been forced to supress feelings of homosexuality. This behaviour displayed can be linked into the theory existentialism. [11] Further research will then relate back to statements that the character has said and how people would find these offensive and/or unlikeable. In contrast, other references of humour refer to these subjects and show how ‘It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia’s’ humour is considered offensive. A comparison will then be made. In this section, several quotes from the show will be used as well as from books on character and comedy writing. 
Charlie
Charlie Kelly works as the janitor in “Paddy’s Pub”. Charlie, played by “Charlie Day” also writes for the show and is arguably the most tragic character. He was born as an aborted foetus that survived the operation. Charlie’s mother was a well-known prostitute and has sex with Frank (another member of the gang) on several occasions. From a young age, Charlie became addicted to glue and paint solvent and continues sniffing these substances currently in the show. Due to all this, Charlie is often pushed around and taken advantage of by the other characters and is only liked truly by his closest friend Frank who possibly could also be his father. Although not confirmed, there is strong cause to believe that at a young age, Charlie was sexually abused by his uncle. This evidence supporting this theory and originates from a song named “the Nightman” that Charlie wrote in the episode ‘Sweet Dee dates a retarded person’. In my dissertation, I will find connections between the lyrics within the music and Charlie’s uncle [3] who is considered a “Rat” by the rest of the gang. Charlie simply accepts that he is considered disgusting and lives up to it. This is shown well in the episode “The Gang Gets Analysed” where Charlie simply accepts that he is going to end up doing the dishes and there is nothing he can do to change it; he tells the therapist that ”It’s Charlie work” which is a term that the gang uses to reference all the disgusting manual labour jobs they make Charlie complete. This section can use the abandonment issues explored in the previous heading whilst also investigating Charlie’s mental deficiencies.  This is connected to a series of  misfortunes; to the under developed brain, constant bullying from his supposed ‘friends’, combination of drugs linked to the trauma he experiences as an adult after realising his origin and how his mother was a prostitute. This lack of social ability could be the cause of many viewers disliking to him, however this requires more investigating. A key part of Charlie’s motivations is his unhealthy obsession with a character only referred to as “The Waitress”. This character trait began in season 1 episode 1 “The Gang Gets Racist” where Charlie’s character arc for the episode is about his obsession and trying to prove to the waitress that he is not a racist. Though Charlie is constantly denied by her, he still persists throughout the shows run time until she finally accepts him in the final episode of season 12. This needy behaviour could be a result of the lack of respect he receives from everyone else within his life and also a reaction from the overbearingness of Charlie’s mother who is in constant need to be around, acting as a metaphorical balancing weight. [4]
Dennis 
Dennis Reynolds is seen by “the gang” as a leader type figure, tending to be the individual who develops ideas and shoots down other plans. Dennis is the more aggressive member of the gang quickly turning to shouting and/or insulting other people if he finds them irritating. This becomes apparent in the episode “Mac & Dennis move to the suburbs” where Dennis almost becomes insane after only living outside of the city for a month. This is also linked to Dennis’ display of several different forms of psychopathic and sociopathic tendencies. An example of this is a six step “system” that Dennis uses to seduce women that he dubs “the D.E.N.N.I.S system”, the form of which he describes to “the gang”, which supports the theory of Dennis being a sociopath. Another instance of this inescapable lust for women is shown in the episode “The gang buys a boat” where Dennis explains to Mac the “implication”. This is a theory Dennis developed in order to have sexual intercourse with a woman without any chance of her saying no. A quote from Dennis in the episode states “‘Cause if the girl said no, then the answer obviously is no. The thing is that she’s not gonna say no, she’d never say no…because of the implication.” Dennis later attempts this theory in the episode titled “The gang goes to Hell” where he is genuinely surprised when the system does not work, showing a lack of emotional empathy with other members of society. In the dissertation, further examination into the “D.E.N.N.I.S system” and the “implication” will be carried out in order to understand how this form of manipulation can be linked to sociopathic behaviour. Dennis’s lust is one of his character’s driving motives and tends to be the source of many schemes. After seeing a girl that Dennis had seen on the news in person, he proclaims that “I might be falling in love with this woman, not for the right reasons mind you”. Dennis is overwhelmingly arrogant and self-obsessed with a distorted vision of himself as someone who deserves to be worshipped, going so far as calling himself “God” on occasion. This need to have people bend to his will is the main source of Dennis’s loathsomeness. Dennis is constantly creating contracts for people to sign so that he has undeniable control over them which ‘the gang’ has questioned on occasion. In the episode ‘The Gang Broke Dee’ Dennis spends the entire episode attempting to convince Dee to stop being a stand-up comedian. The more Dee refuses Dennis’s demands, the more unstable Dennis becomes as seen by his reaction at the episode’s conclusion.  This can be linked back into Dennis’s psychopathic tendencies. Though there is no evidence that this is true, “It’s always sunny in Philadelphia’s” constant running jokes for Dennis’s character is that he could possibly be a serial killer.  In the episode “Mac is a serial killer”, Dennis and Dee both stalk “the Waitress” supposedly acting as serial killers who would potentially want to kill her, Dennis expresses that he is disappointed when Dee reminds him that they are not actually planning on murdering the waitress. On several occasions in the programme, Dennis has threatened to skin characters, including his twin sister Dee. This form of behaviour is in line with someone suffering from ‘Narcissistic Personality Disorder’ initially formulated by Freud [10]. The dissertation will delve into the potential link between Dennis’s behaviour and this disorder.  A YouTube analysis into the subject compares Dennis to the notorious American serial killer “Ted Bundy” [5]. In order to fully explore this, further analysis of this theory is required. This will be done similarly to how the YouTube theory video was created by cross referencing Dennis’s character with the FBI’s system of criminal profiling [6] Men’s health magazine once asked “Glenn Howerton”, another writer for the programme and the actor who plays Dennis why he named his character Dennis instead of after himself similar to how Rob and Charlie named their characters? Glen responded by saying “Dennis is just really an expression of my worst impulses as a human being. It’s me expelling my own demons and trying to find humour in my worst impulses.” [7]
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly this dissertation aims to understand why the writers in ‘It’s always sunny in Philadelphia’ have created characters that are completely unlikeable by conducting this research into the main three cast members of the programme. Secondly, this dissertation will explore how all of these character traits shown by ‘the gang’ can be linked into the classic genre ‘tragic comedy’, primarily into works by the English playwright ‘William Shakespeare’. [12] by comparing these classic and modern characters, an improved knowledge of the genres will be found. 
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