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Annotated Bibliography:
Mcleod,S. (2022). Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory of Cognitive Development. Simply Psychology. Available at: www.simplypsychology.org/vygotsky.html (Accessed on 09/02/2023)
Sean McLeod, a psychology teacher with 18 years’ experience, he commenced his work placement as a lecturer at Edge Hill University College in 2001, following this he continued teaching psychology A-level for over a decade at Wigan and Leigh College. McLeod was teaching undergraduate psychology students at the University of Manchester for 6 years. During this period, he taught A-Level psychology, performed seminars and was the module course leader and provider of content for psychology lectures. McLeod has conducted an immense amount of research around behaviours to include social factors that contributes to human behaviours and cognitive development, as well as evaluate, critique, and experiment existing psychology theories. In 2021, Dr McLeod researched the relationship between romantic attachment and social support at University of Manchester and was awarded a PhD in Psychology. Mcleod is also the founder and editor of Simply Psychology.
The core article is based on the theory of Lev Vygotsky, explaining Vygotsky's sociocultural theory views in depth, explaining how children gain their cultural values, beliefs, understanding and over-come barriers/challenges through interaction with more equipped members of society. McLeod Elaborates on the culture-specific tools recommended in Vygotsky’s theory, Inner speech, Scaffolding and the Zone of Proximal Development and how they can be implemented for child development, e.g. (In the classroom). Throughout the article the Author compares Piaget to Vygotsky. Piaget ( who’s theory is based on 4 stages of cognitive development and within a time frame) is very different to theorist Vygotsky. The Arthur shares an extent amount of evidence detailing how different the two theories are and the opposed views between Vygotsky and Piaget. 
The research conducted by Mcleod is recognised to be credible as his work is published in various psychology journals, Journal of Clinical Psychology being one of them. The likes of The New Your Times, CNN, The BBC, and the Guardian have all citied from McLeod’s articles on Simply Psychology  
I used this information to further my understanding on Vygotsky’s theory and the benefits social interaction has on cognitive development, The article helped me to identify what activities to provide for children  aged 7-11 years in my presentation utilising the Zone of development proximity tool. 
Boyd, D, Bee, H, (2019), Lifespan Development, Global Edition, 8th Edition, Pearson Education, Limited, Harlow. Available from: ProQuest Ebook Central - Book Details (Accessed on 15/02/23).
Denise Boyd attended university of Houston where she gained her Ed.D, a doctorial level qualification which is required before professionals can work within the educational field. Denise, a psychology instructor at the Houston university since 2008, however beforehand  in 2005, she was given the opportunity within the same institute to chair the psychology, sociology, and anthropology department, lasting for a total of three years. Denise has worked alongside several authors and has co-authored a significant number of editions, the latest textbook being “Lifespan Development, Global Edition”. Boyd has also provided workshops in front of a range of students, starting from pre-school age to college years.
The book introduces “Lifespan Development” studying the lifespan of a person starting from birth right through to adulthood, the book is divided into 19 chapters and broken further into subcategories explaining in thorough detail about human behaviours, personality development, exploring different theories and how they preserve to contribute overall towards behaviour and cognitive development. Study findings and research methods used have been detailed. The book is designed to equip students with knowledge and broaden their understanding on different development stages within our lifespan.
I used information from chapter 10, Social and Personality Development in Middle Childhood  to gain clarity on how children tend to act of that age and the factors that contribute to behaviour. Personality alongside cultural factors have a part to play in children’s reactions and responses. 
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Brown, C. (2006) Social Psychology. London: SAGE Publications Ltd (SAGE Course Companions). Available at: https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=251203&site=ehost-live (Accessed: 25/02/2023).

Carol Brown works for Sage publications and has written two books to help students understand Cognitive Psychology & and Social Psychology on a basic level, breaking down all the key elementary parts required to gain understanding within Psychology.
The book has been written in support of students to gain an insight into Social Psychology and identify strategies used within the book to support and develop own skills while learning the subject. The book promotes students to read and recommends utilising the tools given to incorporate when completing own task and improve development. The first part of the books explains the basic understanding the history of social psychology and explaining the social factors that contribute to behaviours without it becoming daunting and to informative, the following two chapters are continued  to explain further in-depth parts to psychology to include, The Self,( about the individual, self-motivates, self-esteem, establishes connections of own identity and attributes) Changes in behaviour, social influences ( how others can influence decisions), the importance of close relationships and the reason to why negative behaviour is displayed. The key factors have been identified identifying many forms of  discrimination and for so many possible reasons people may be discriminated for e.g, holding certain beliefs, thoughts, age, disability, trend, sex.  
The book helped me to understand that social interaction plays a significant part towards cognitive development, and we tend to mimic those we associate out self’s around, the behaviours of others can be very contagious, and our decisions and reactions can be based on our social influencers. The Arthur has displayed the book, so information is easy to receive and has divided the text into categories and again into subheadings, making information accessible under topics of interest or topics required. 
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