MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT: Rationality, Rights and Revolution
1759 21 April MW born 
1762 J.J Rousseau:

Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains. One thinks himself the master of others, and still remains a greater slave than they. How did this change come about? I do not know. What can make it legitimate? That question I think I can answer. (Of the Social Contract Bk 1)

Everything is good as it leaves the hands of the author of things, everything degenerates in the hands of man. He forces one soil to nourish the products of another, one tree to bear the fruits of another. He mixes and confuses the climates, the elements, the seasons. He mutilates his dog, his horse, his slave. He turns everything upside down, he disfigures everything, he loves deformities, monsters. He wants nothing as nature made it, not even man himself. For him man must be trained like a saddle- horse; he must be shaped according to the fashion, like trees in his garden

(Emile or Education Bk 1)

In the union of the sexes, each alike contributes to the common end but not in the same way. [O]ne should be active and strong, the other passive and weak. It is necessary that the one have the power and the will; it is enough that the other should offer little resistance. Once this principle is established it follows that woman is specially made to please man. If man ought to please her in turn, the necessity is less urgent. His merit is in his power; he pleases because he is strong. This is not the law of love, I admit, but it is the law of nature, which is older than love itself. (Emile Bk 5)
1770 Wordsworth born. 
1774 Family moves to Hoxton, North London 
1776 Family moves to Laugharne, Wales. 
1777 Family moves to Walworth, London 
1778 MW works as lady's companion; family moves to Enfield 
1781 MW moves back home to nurse her mother 
1782 19 April: Death of MW's mother. 
1784 MW moves in with sister Eliza, who is suffering from post natal depression. MW, Eliza, Everina and friend Fanny Blood set up a school in Newington Green. Death of Eliza's daughter. 

MW meets Richard Price: 

Our first concern, as lovers of our country, must be to enlighten it. Why are the nations of the world so patient under despotism? Why do they crouch to tyrants, and submit to be treated as if they were a herd of cattle? Is it not because they are kept in darkness, and want knowledge? Enlighten them and you will elevate them. Show them they are men, and they will act like men

(A Discourse on the Love of Our Country 1789)


1785 February: Fanny Blood marries Hugh Skeys in Portugal. November: MW goes to Portugal to help her when her child is born. Death of Fanny from consumption. 
1786 MW writes Thoughts on the Education of Daughters; works as governess in Ireland. 
1788 MW dismissed as governess; moves back to London. Publication of Mary. 
1789 Fall of Bastille begins French Revolution.  Slave trade resolutions introduced by Wilberforce.


1790 Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France. 

We procure reverence to our civil institutions on the principle upon which nature teaches us to revere individual men; on account of their age, and on account of those from whom they are descended. All your sophisters cannot produce anything better adapted to preserve a rational and manly freedom than the course that we have pursued, who have chosen our nature rather than our speculations, our breasts rather than our inventions, for the great conservatories and magazines of our rights and privileges.

MW, A Vindication of the Rights of Men pub anon (2nd ed., published under MW's name) 
Macaulay, Letters on Education; Helen Maria Williams, Julia; Radcliffe, A Sicilian Romance 
1791 Paine, Rights of Man Part 1. 

What Mr. Burke considers as a reproach to the French Revolution (that of bringing it forward under a reign more mild than the preceding ones) is one of its highest honors. The Revolutions that have taken place in other European countries, have been excited by personal hatred. The rage was against the man, and he became the victim. But, in the instance of France we see a Revolution generated in the rational contemplation of the Rights of Man, and distinguishing from the beginning between persons and principles.


MW meets Godwin at Johnson's dinner party. 

1792 Publication of Vindications of Rights of Woman; MW goes alone to Paris. 
Paine, Rights of Man Part 2. 
1793 Execution of Louis XVI; Reign of Terror; France declares war on England; Execution of Marie Antoinette 
MW meets Gilbert Imlay, begins relationship, becomes pregnant. 
William Godwin: Political Justice:

Reason depends for its clearness and strength upon the cultivation of knowledge. The extent of our progress in the cultivation of knowledge is unlimited. Hence it follows, 1. That human inventions, and the modes of social existence, are susceptible of perpetual improvement. 2. That institutions calculated to give perpetuity to any particular mode of thinking, or condition of existence, are pernicious. (from ‘Summary of Principles’)


 
1794 Birth of Fanny Imlay; death of Robespierre -- Reign of Terror ends; Godwin: Caleb Williams 
1795 MW moves back to London. 1st suicide attempt; goes to Scandinavia (Letters Written During a Short Residence in Norway, Denmark and Sweden) 
1796 MW begins relationship with Godwin. 

1797 MW pregnant; marries Godwin. Writing The Wrongs of Woman; or Maria. A Fragment 
Birth of Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin; 10 September MW dies of puerperal fever. 
1798 Godwin publishes Memoirs of the Author of a Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Wollstonecraft's Posthumous Work
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