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A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources
Word Count: 999
This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers, Brink, T. L. 1978. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, 82-85 and Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H. 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, 187-197. 

Academic Rationales 

These two papers consider belief in reincarnation and astrology within predominantly Christian groups in England and U.S.A. Brink situates his research in a Catholic school for girls in Chicago during the 1970s and hypothesises that a belief in both Catholicism, reincarnation and astrology is ‘logically incompatible.’
 Walter and Waterhouse focus on various communities in South West England in the 1990s, with an aim to explore the viable connection between a belief in reincarnation and individual’s other belief systems; namely Christianity and secularism. 

Walter and Waterhouse, both based in England and scholars with research interests in death and Buddhism
 could be described as ‘insiders’
 in their research enquiry. They proffer a broad definition for reincarnation as ‘returning to this world in a series of bodily lives’
. They situate their paper within a history of similar research conducted in the twentieth century in Europe and North America. Brink, a social scientist with broad interests
, presents the sociological belief that ‘individuals strive to attain and maintain a consistent set of attitudes’
. He does not offer definitions for his key enquiry areas and acts as an ‘outsider’
 when examining the religious attitudes of 227 girls from a Catholic high school; assuming that belief in Catholic doctrine, astrology and reincarnation are mutually exclusive.
Literature reviews
Both articles were written in the last century and demonstrate evidence of datedness. Walter and Waterhouse make assumptions about what it means to be English, which leaves little room for the diverse nature of a globalised world. Comments such as, ‘but then the English do rarely wear their religion on their sleeve’
 and ‘adherence to alternative lifestyle is probably more popular in the west country’
 with no statistics provided, would be difficult to assume in the multicultural England of 2020
. Blink tackles the views of teenage girls without girl-specific literature in his bibliography and generalises that his results typify ‘American adolescents’
. His enquiry is narrow in its gender scope and would today warrant a discussion around ‘Post-modern gender theory.’

Methodologies

Blink centres his research on information gathering via questionnaires and subsequently psychoanalyses the results, concluding with tangential claims inspired by his reading of Freud.
 Questionnaires were disseminated in a religious class where ‘whoever was present’
 completed one; with seemingly no options to refuse or promise of confidentiality.
 Equally, there is no evidence that the researcher ensured ‘that participants are fully aware of the purpose of the research and understand their rights’.
 Brink published his paper a year before the 1979 Belmont Report which presents ‘a core reference on ethical principles’
 
for conducting research. The age of Brink’s publication may explain the lack of ethical guidelines involving children; however, as Bell states ‘there is nothing new about research contracts.’
 Brink’s conduct both in the school environment and with the material procured is ethically unsound, leading to unfounded claims. 

Walter and Waterhouse’s strategy for participant recruitment was varied; using private contacts, radio advertisement and snowballing. Although this openness was non-intrusive, it can also lead to finding ‘participants with very specific characteristics’
 and thus they may not have attracted participants with opposing views to justify the study population for the research topic.
 Walter and Waterhouse were, however, transparent about their intentions and the limitations of their research group. They were also clear about their professional lens, which was founded in religious and sociological studies and the researchers noted that great ‘care’
 was taken to avoid leading questions and consider question design.
 Their approach gives the reader confidence, unlike the approach of Brink. 

Limiting his research to the use of questionnaires within one Religious class for adolescent girls, Brink found his hypothesis was not validated by the research. Rather than consider interviewing students, reconfiguring his narrow questioning
 or broadening his enquiry, Brink explores how it is possible for the adolescent girls to maintain belief in anything other than the Catholic religion through his own narrative. Layers of the analytic cycle
 are absent from this work and Brink neither identifies patterns nor creates a ‘thick description’
 of his target group.

Information for Walter and Waterhouse’s paper was gathered through 30 interviews with a range of adults who had expressed an interest in the research and were subsequently questioned in their homes. The researchers expand and give extensive detail on gender, jobs and age of the adults involved; indeed, 
creating a ‘thick description’.
 However, 41% of their participants were secondary school students and no information beyond age of the children was proffered. Brink also incorporates children into his research and neither paper makes it clear why children were particularly part of the target groups or whether special precautions were considered to protect the rights of the child. 
Conclusion

Both of the papers in question consider the compatibility of different spiritual beliefs. Brink finding his results ‘most striking’
 and the opposite of his hypothesis, while Walter and Waterhouse maintaining a professional approach to interpreting data and having assumptions based on former research confirmed in their results. Brink’s position as an outsider lacks Verstehen, a concept considered ‘central to qualitative research’
 and he appears distant from his ‘subjects’ - a term more appropriate to clinical research.
 There is no attempt to provide personal or interpersonal reflexivity
 or ‘awareness of the wider social context’
 within which he carries out the research. Walter and Waterhouse’s research targets English identity without clarifying this cultural grouping. Furthermore, a number of concepts are assumed throughout the paper such as ‘New Age’ and ‘Alternative Lifestyles,’
 without the authors reflecting on how their own assumptions ‘may influence the research.’
 However, the authors offer more variety and engagement within their target group, a sound methodology and a well-structured analysis, leading to a less limited piece of research than Brink’s. 
Bibliography

Bell, Judith (2005) Doing Your Research Project. Berkshire, UK: Open University Press 

Dorling, D. and Thomas, B. (2016). People and Places: A 21st-century atlas of the UK, Bristol: Policy Press
Dwyer, S. C. & Buckle, J. L. (2009). The Space Between:On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualatitive Research’, International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(1), pp. 54-63

Geertz, C. (1973), ‘Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture’ in The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays, New York: Basic Books, pp. 3–30
Green J.  and Thorogood N. (2004) Qualitative Methods for Health Research. London: SAGE
Hennink, M., Hunter, I. & Bailey, A. (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE 

Meadow T. (2018) Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century, California:University of California Press
Morse J.M. (1991). ‘Subjects, respondents, informants, and participants?’ Qualitative Health Research, 1(4): 403-406. 

� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p. 82





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.open.ac.uk/people/hjw26" �http://www.open.ac.uk/people/hjw26� and � HYPERLINK "https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter" �https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter� [accessed 28 May 2020]





� Judith Bell, 2005 Doing Your Research Project. Berkshire, UK: Open University Press, P.53





� T. Walter & H. Waterhouse, 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, p.188





� � HYPERLINK "https://works.bepress.com/tlbrink/" �https://works.bepress.com/tlbrink/� [accessed 28 May 2020]





� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p. 82





� Dwyer, S. C. & Buckle, J. L. (2009). The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research’, International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(1), pp. 54-63





� T. Walter & H. Waterhouse, 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, p.190





� Ibid., p.191





� D. Dorling and B. Thomas (2016), � HYPERLINK "https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/britains-human-landscape-oxford-university-s-professor-danny-dorling-has-created-an-atlas-of-the-uk-a6935101.html" �People and Places: A 21st-century atlas of the UK�, Bristol: � HYPERLINK "http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781447311379" �Policy Press�





� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p.84





� Tey Meadow (2018) Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century, California:University of California Press, p.7





� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p.85





� Ibid., P. 83





� Judith Bell, 2005 Doing Your Research Project. Berkshire, UK: Open University Press, p.46





� Ibid., p.45


� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.63





� Judith Bell, 2005 Doing Your Research Project. Berkshire, UK: Open University Press, p.45





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.100





� Ibid., p.105





� T. Walter & H. Waterhouse, 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, p.189





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.117





� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p.83





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.238





� Geertz, C. (1973), ‘Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture’ in The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays, New York: Basic Books, p. 3-30





� Ibid.


� T. L. Brink, 1978, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, p.83





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p. 17





� Morse J.M. (1991). ‘Subjects, respondents, informants, and participants?’ Qualitative Health Research, 1(4): 403-406





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.20





� J. Green and N. Thorogood, (2004) Qualitative Methods for Health Research. London: SAGE p. 195





� . Walter & H. Waterhouse, 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, p.191





� M. Hennink, I. Hunter& A. Bailey, (2015). Qualitative Research Methods. London: SAGE p.20





 PAGE 
3

