CSEN5016 : THE RATIONAL WORLD
February 2013 Essay Questions (First Module Assignment)
Assessment

50%
Essay (2,500 words)


50%
Timed essay (1½ hours)

Essay Titles for 2,500-word essays: (50% of module mark)

Write on ONE of the topics below; your essay should make detailed reference to AT LEAST TWO texts from the first half of the module as taught; ie. the texts which you discuss should be the eighteenth-century works featuring on the module.
1. In what ways do specific texts which you have encountered on the module engage in ludic (comic and parodic) play with the idea of the supremacy of reason? 

2. To what extent do the authors of the texts which you have read in the first half of the module represent reason as the possession of the autonomous individual? 
3. Discuss the significance of the irrational as an aspect of personal and human identity within two or more eighteenth-century texts.
      4.   ‘The novel, George Lukács has written, is the epic of a world forsaken by God; it

            presents, in de Sade’s phrase, “le tableau des moers séculaires” [the picture/image
            of secular affairs]’. How far do you consider that this observation by Ian Watt
            holds good for the eighteenth-century texts you have read for the module?
       5.  The philosopher John Locke (1632-1704) declared that the function of language

      was ‘to convey the knowledge of things’; to what extent, and in what specific

      ways, do you find such a perspective on language reflected in the eighteenth-

      century texts you have read for the module?
