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Abstract
This empirical research study aimed to explore the primary reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. A total of 46 participants, all of which were local police officers, took part in the research by completing online questionnaires to share their views as to why they believe there has been a rise in knife crime amongst young people across South Wales. The data was analysed using quantitative analysis techniques such as tables, charts, and statistics via Google Data, which enabled the research to identify themes and examine any relationships and trends within the data. 
The key findings of this research revealed that (a) the influence of social media, (b) the increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences and (c) the lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents were all identified as having a likely significant impact on the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, which aligned with current literature. 
Additionally, the findings of this research identified that knife crime awareness programmes in Wales such as ‘Braver Choices’ (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025) are generally ‘not effective’ or ‘somewhat effective’ at targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, which presented the view that more work needs to be done to reduce knife crime, such as supporting initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and police officers spending more time to engage with young people in local communities to address knife crime issues. Recommendations were given for future research to effectively monitor and evaluate the outcomes of knife crime intervention programmes in South Wales, particularly as concerns have been raised regarding the lack of robust evaluations of programmes and interventions, leading to future re-offending (College of Policing, 2019).
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1: Aims and objectives
The purpose of this empirical research study is to explore the primary reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. In order to achieve this aim, the set objectives of this research are to: 
(a) Explore statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK.
(b) Explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales.
(c) Evaluate the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales. 

1.2: Background and purpose of the research
As evidenced by recent statistics, the increase in reported knife crime is a significant issue in England and Wales (Pandit, 2024). Over the last decade, young people aged 10 to 17 have represented the highest proportion of offenders who have been detained for weapons offences in England and Wales (Pandit, 2024). Statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (2024) show that in the year ending 2024, 3,206 children and young people aged 10 to 17 were involved in knife and weapon offences dealt with by the Criminal Justice System. This figure shows an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago. 

Whilst there is a vast amount of research and statistics on the rise in knife crime amongst adults and young people across the UK, there is arguably a gap in research which explores the reasons behind why young people choose to carry a knife and commit such crimes. Additionally, whilst there is a depth of research undertaken in England and the wider UK, more research in South Wales would be valuable to promote awareness to young people, families and local organisations and act as a prevention call to knife crime in South Wales.

[bookmark: _Hlk209963035]1.3: Introduction to the structure of the dissertation
The following chapters of the dissertation will be devoted to ensuring each of the research objectives are effectively achieved. 

Chapter two of the dissertation aims to achieve research objectives 1 and 2 by exploring the statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK; and analysing recent academic research to explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime. 

Chapter three will identify the most appropriate research methodology for this empirical research study by outlining the proposed research strategy, data collection and data analysis method, as well as critically exploring the limitations and potential problems that could arise.

Chapter four will achieve research objectives 2 and 3 by presenting and analysing the data that was sourced through the empirical research and seek to identify common themes drawn from data analysis. 
Lastly, chapter five will conclude the dissertation and discuss the implications of the research, whilst providing recommendations for future research. This chapter will achieve research objectives 2 and 3 by summarising the key findings of the research and answering the research question: ‘Exploring the reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.’





















Chapter 2: Literature Review
[bookmark: _Hlk195176428]
2.1: Introduction
This chapter aims to achieve research objective 1 by exploring the statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK; and analysing recent academic research to explore why young people carry knives and are led to participate in knife crime.
Knife crime has become a major public safety issue in England and Wales, attracting attention from policy makers, police organisations, and many communities. Under the Criminal Justice Act 1988, it is illegal for anyone to carry an offensive weapon in a public place in the UK. Possession of knives and offensive weapons promotes violence and can result in serious harm or death (Webster and Kingston, 2014). 
Whilst there has been a surge in knife crime rates amongst young people across the UK in recent years, the reasons behind why young people turn to knife crime and violence is debatable (Webster and Kingston, 2014). Many research studies have explored and identified various factors which may increase the likelihood of a young person being led to crime, the inclusion of which then leads to affiliation with knife carrying and weapons offences; including socioeconomic status, the impact of childhood poverty and the effects of growing up poor (Hay and Forrest, 2009). 
Additionally, adverse childhood experiences, trauma, poor educational achievement, drug disputes, and county lines have also been indicated as factors which increase the risk of children and young people being exploited to carry weapons and commit violent crimes (Barnardo’s, 2019; College of Policing, 2019; Villadsen, Libuy & Fitzsimons, 2025). A report by Barnardo’s (2019) revealed that many young people choose to carry knives for various reasons; some of which included having a form of protection, an increase in confidence, a gain in status and simply adhering to the ‘norm’ (Barnardo’s, 2019). Furthermore, social media has also been pinpointed as a contributing factor to the rise in knife crime amongst young people in the UK by facilitating the spread of violent content, often without regulation, leading to harmful online exposure and de-sensitisation to violence (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025).

2.2: Statistics of knife crime in England and Wales
According to the 2024 UK Peace Index, the increase in knife crime remains a significant issue in England and Wales. Statistics reveal that reported knife crime rates in England and Wales have increased by more than a fifth over the last decade (Pandit, 2024). Whilst the percentage rates vary across counties, most police force areas have shown an increase in this type of criminal activity since 2012 (Pandit, 2024). Over the last decade, young people aged 10 to 17 have represented the highest proportion of offenders who have been detained for weapons offences in England and Wales (Pandit, 2024). Statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (2024) show that 3,206 children and young people aged 10 to 17 were involved in knife and weapon offences dealt with by the Criminal Justice System, involving stop searches and cautions. This figure shows an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago, whilst adult knife and weapon offences increased by only 12% in this time frame. Additionally, in the year ending March 2024, the most common sentence that 10 to 17-year-olds received was a community sentence, which represents 61% of all knife and offensive weapon offences for 10 to 17-year-olds (Office for National Statistics, 2024).
Furthermore, data published by the Home Office (2025) revealed that over the last decade, a knife or sharp instrument was recorded as the most frequent crime in more serious violent offences in England and Wales. In the year ending March 2024, there were approximately 50,500 offences involving sharp objects; which was 4.4% more compared to the year ending 2023 (Allen & Wong, 2025). Additionally, historic data from the Home Office shows that in 2022-2023, 41% of killings in England and Wales involved the use of a sharp instrument. From March 2023, there were 244 murders on record whereby sharp objects such as knives or broken bottles were used (Allen & Wong, 2025). In terms of locality, West Midlands Police had the highest rate of 178 offences per 100,000 people in 2023-2024, however, Dyfed-Powys Police had the lowest rate of 29 offences per 100,000 people. This could suggest that knife crime is more prevalent in cities compared to rural areas (Allen & Wong, 2025).
Additional figures revealed a 16% increase in knife crime rates in South Wales since 2022-23 (Allen & Wong, 2025). This presents an alarming picture of knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. Over the past decade, 614 young people under the age of 24 have been murdered with a knife or sharp instrument in England and Wales; 262 of which occurred between March 2023 and 2024 (Godbold, 2025). The number of females under the age 16 who have been murdered with a knife has more than doubled in one year, from 3 to 7, in the year ending 2023-24 (Godbold, 2025). The outcomes for young boys are also extremely poor; 10 boys under the age of 16 were killed with a knife during the same year. These figures significantly mark the highest number of murders amongst young people in a decade due to knife crime (Godbold, 2025).

2.3: Schools’ approaches in addressing knife crime and weapons offences
Moreover, a project undertaken by Ofsted suggested that certain young people often tend to face social exclusion due to their background, race, or socioeconomic status (Ofsted, 2019). The project found that pupils who had taken knives to school in England were typically from a deprived home and potentially subject to abuse or neglect (Ofsted, 2019). In the report by Ofsted, school head teachers revealed that all students who were found to be carrying a knife in school were expelled. In terms of taking legal action, schools in England had different approaches in how they would manage such incidents (Ofsted, 2019). Some school officials were opposed to criminalising children or alerting the police when a child brought a knife into school, however, others were adamant that it was an offence and should be addressed as such. Some school officials revealed that their decision on whether to alert the police would depend on various factors, including whether the child was vulnerable, whether it was a first or one off occasion or whether the child was affiliated with a gang and knowing the reason behind why the child was carrying the knife, for example, for their own protection or to cause harm (Ofsted, 2019). Overall, the findings of this project revealed that there is a grey area in school protocols and a lack of consistency and understanding amongst education staff who have a safeguarding responsibility (Ofsted, 2019). It is clear that more education and support is needed for schools to be aware of how to safeguard and respond to such concerning events.

2.4: Age demographics, socio-economic status and adverse childhood experiences
Furthermore, research has suggested that one of the major age demographics affected by knife crime are young people aged between 15 and 24 years old (NotTheOne, 2025). Young people of this age are predominately targeted by groups or gangs who expose them to criminal activity and manipulate them to play a part, in exchange for goods or protection (Barnardo’s, 2019). A report published by Barnardo’s (2019) revealed that young people choose to carry knives for various reasons. The most common response from young people was that it gave them a form of protection. However, other factors included an increase in confidence, gaining status and adhering to the ‘norm’ (Barnardo’s, 2019). It is also suggested that many knife crime related incidents amongst young people in England and Wales have been linked to drug disputes and county lines, whereby, young people are coerced into a cycle of violence and criminal activity which is difficult to leave behind without early targeted intervention (Barnardo’s, 2019; NotTheOne, 2025).
It could be argued that socio-economic status and growing up in poverty is a factor which may increase the likelihood of a young person being led to crime, the inclusion of which then leads to affiliation with knife carrying and weapons offences. Research undertaken by Hay and Forrest (2009) found a strong and direct relationship between socioeconomic status and offending, particularly in respect of the impact of childhood poverty and the effects of growing up poor. However, poverty alone is not a sufficient reason as to why an individual is led to violent crimes such as knife crime (Webster and Kingston, 2014). Alternative research studies have suggested that poverty in fact results in a greater likelihood of becoming a victim of crime rather than an offender, due to their higher level of vulnerability (Smith and Jarjoura, 1988). 
In addition, research by the College of Policing (2019) discovered that potential risk factors for serious violence and weapon carrying can include adverse childhood experiences and poor educational attainment. Supporting research by Villadsen, Libuy & Fitzsimons (2025) examined how adverse childhood experiences impacted upon children’s involvement in violent crimes. The findings indicated that having two or more adverse childhood experiences compared to none, increased the risk of assault perpetration by 19%, weapon involvement by 57% and gang involvement by 61%. In these cases, the most common adverse childhood experiences associated with the highest risk of involvement in violent crimes included parental drug use, single parenthood, domestic violence, physical abuse and long-term parental disability or illness (Villadsen, Libuy & Fitzsimons, 2025).

2.5: The rise in organised crime groups, drug related offences and child criminal exploitation
[bookmark: _Hlk208669811]Organised criminal gangs are a group for whom involvement in crime is for personal gain. These gangs often use grooming techniques and other methods to recruit children and young people to carry out criminal activity on their behalf (Wales Safer Communities Network, 2025). Statistics show that 1,070 cases of child criminal exploitation were reported in Wales in the year of 2022-2023 (Stats Wales, 2024).
[bookmark: _Hlk208671866]Research by Maxwell and Wallace (2021) found a consistent theme across their findings regarding the way in which children in Wales were often exploited due to the promise of financial gain and the assertion that making money through dealing drugs is easy. This minimised children’s perceptions regarding the risks and dangers inherent in their involvement in such crimes (Maxwell and Wallace, 2021). Additionally, it was discovered that serious violence and weapons offences was closely linked to child criminal exploitation, whereby children were found to be both victims and perpetrators of violence (Maxwell and Wallace, 2021). Many parents in Wales reported that they had experienced violence and threatening behaviour from their children, as well as threatening visits from organised crime group members to their workplaces or homes (Maxwell & Wallace, 2021). It is believed that such tactics used by organised crime groups to increase fear, prevent children, young people, and families from seeking the appropriate help and support they need to escape the life of crime they have been exploited into (Maxwell & Wallace, 2021).
Whilst there has been an effort in Wales to address and prevent child criminal exploitation, including practice guidance for the Welsh Government, establishment of the Wales Violence Prevention Unit and local developments, such as the creation of exploitation multiagency meetings; the consequences of child criminal exploitation remain a significant issue in Wales, requiring ongoing attention from the local government and multi-agencies.

2.6: Social media
In addition, social media has been pinpointed as a contributing factor to the rise in knife crime amongst young people in the UK (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). Generally, the media commonly highlights knife-related violence with the aim to raise awareness and prevent young people from carrying a knife and committing such violent acts. However, research has shown that social media platforms which show visuals of knives in their anti-knife campaigns do not always stop young people from carrying them (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). Whilst social media campaigns can be effective in capturing young people’s attention to the topic, it also increases the likelihood of de-sensitisation to violence involving knives and sharp instruments (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). It has been discovered that social media platforms can facilitate the spread of violent content, often without regulation. Social media algorithms amplify engagement with knife-related content, which leads to harmful online exposure for children and young people (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). 
Furthermore, a report by Barnado’s (2019) indicated that gang members appear to be commonly using social media channels to lure and recruit vulnerable young people as runners for county lines activity. It has been identified that there is an urgent need for improved social media regulations to moderate online violence and improve online safety to address this widespread issue and prevent young people from being targeted or becoming de-sensitised to knife crime (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). 
On the other hand, it could be argued that social media can be a positive way of promoting awareness of the dangers of knife crime as well as enabling opportunities for community leaders to engage with young people and educate them on the impact of knife crime by sharing real life stories of victims and aggrieved family members, with the hope to save lives (South Wales Police, 2025). In response to the 16% increase in knife crime offences amongst young people in South Wales since 2022-2023, knife crime interventions and campaigns have proven to be effective in voicing the growing concern of knife crime and educating young people and families in South Wales (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025, South Wales Police, 2025). In recent years, there have been numerous devastating knife crime incidents involving young people in South Wales; a high-profile case being that of Harry Baker who was seventeen years old from Barry, South Wales. Harry Baker was ambushed by group of males aged between 22 to 62 years old, where he was stabbed 9 times and left to die in 2019 due to a dispute over drugs. All seven people involved were given a total sentence of 119 years imprisonment (South Wales Police, 2021). 
Following the impact of this high profile case, in 2022, South Wales Police launched a partnership-led campaign ‘Not the One’, which aimed to educate 11 to 16-year-olds on the dangers and consequences of carrying a knife, as well as providing teachers, parents and families with an educational pack of information and empowering local communities to act against knife crime (South Wales Police, 2025). The campaign has promoted resources including quizzes, lesson plans for educators and videos including parents and victims of knife crime. According to South Wales Police, this local campaign has been hugely successful in delivering resources to more than 15,000 young people, as well as having over 100,000 engagements on social media (South Wales Police, 2025). Following its initial success, in April 2024, a second phase of the campaign launched with additional resources to further support conversations with local children and young people about the devastating impact of knife crime (South Wales Police, 2025).

2.7: The role of the criminal justice system in sanctioning and deterring young people from knife crime
According to Allen & Wong (2025), typically, the sentences given to people convicted of possession offences can range from community orders to four years in custody, dependent on culpability and risk of harm. The latest data in England and Wales, from the year ending June 2024, show that 19,903 offences resulted in a caution or a conviction for possession of a knife or offensive weapon offences. 18% of these cases were young offenders, aged between 10 and 17 years old. A total of 28% of these young offenders received a caution, and only 6% led to custody. In contrast, the custody rate reached 35% for adults and only 6% of adults received a caution (Allen & Wong, 2025). Additionally, young offenders received a community sentence in 59% of cases, compared to just 17% in adult offences (Allen & Wong, 2025). These statistics suggest that young people have a far more lenient sanction compared to adults who have committed the same offences.
Moreover, research suggests that the range of risk factors and motivations behind knife crime indicates that knife crime cannot be solved by criminal justice measures alone (College of Policing, 2019). In order to achieve long term success, a multi-agency approach to facilitate and evaluate prevention work, in addition to bespoke interventions directed at young offenders, is vital. However, concerns have been raised regarding the lack of robust monitoring and evaluations of programmes and interventions, which leads to a higher likelihood of future re-offending (College of Policing, 2019).

2.8: The role of the Violence Prevention Unit (VPU) and targeted knife crime programmes for young people in Wales
In 2019, the Violence Prevention Unit (VPU) was established through the Home Office Violence Reduction Unit fund. The Wales VPU is a partnership between South Wales Police, Crime Commissioner and Public Health Wales, which contributes funding, expertise, and resources with the ambition of preventing violence through a public health approach and working in partnership with multisectoral organisations, including health, policing, education, local authorities, governments, and the third sector (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025). A key aim of the VPU is to develop a whole system response to the prevention of violence by seeking to understand the causes of violence based on current evidence. This enables the VPU to develop interventions focused on the underlying causes of violence, in order to provide effective support to people and communities across Wales (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025). 
In response to the ongoing escalation of knife crime in Wales, the Wales VPU funded a knife crime awareness programme called Braver Choices (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025). This programme aimed to support children and young people in Cardiff who have been arrested with a knife crime offence, by offering a fast tracked and bespoke intervention, working with a qualified youth worker in the community on a one to one basis (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025). Children and young people who have been referred to the service are required to undertake an assessment to identify their needs and develop an action plan to explore the safeguarding risks and laws in relation to the carrying of knives and other bladed weapons. The Braver Choices programme is run 7 days a week and also works in partnerships with the Youth Offending Service prevention team to deliver sessions in schools where knife crime has been identified, with the aim to raise awareness and prevent the ongoing escalation of knife crime amongst young people in Wales (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025).

2.9: Conclusion
In conclusion, knife crime amongst young people in England and Wales is a significant and growing concern which needs a comprehensive approach. Research has demonstrated that it is essential that organisations focus on early preventative methods and community engagement to target those at risk of being exploited or willingly engaged in knife crime offences (College of Policing, 2019). Generally, research has indicated that the impact of growing up in poverty, experiencing trauma and adverse childhood experiences, exploitation by organised crime groups, involvement in drug disputes and county lines activity and exposure to harmful social media content are some of the potential factors behind why young people are at a higher risk of committing violent crimes, leading to affiliation with knife carrying and weapons offences (Hay and Forrest, 2009; Barnardo’s, 2019; NotTheOne, 2025; Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). 
However, further research into knife crime and weapons offences amongst young people in South Wales with a strong focus on monitoring and evaluating the efficacy of local prevention programmes and initiatives, alongside reviewing criminal justice measures, would be valuable to reduce the staggering 16% increase in knife crime and act as a prevention call to knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.

Chapter 3: Methodology

3.1: Introduction
This empirical research study will explore the reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. The objectives of this research are to: 
(a) Explore statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK.
(b) Explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales.
(c) Evaluate the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales. 

This chapter aims to achieve research objectives 2 and 3. The overall purpose of this research is to add to the local literature base, as whilst there is a vast amount of research exploring the rise in knife crime in England and the wider UK, further research undertaken in South Wales would be valuable to the local area by promoting awareness of the dangers of knife crime to young people, families and local organisations; and act as a prevention call to knife crime in South Wales.

3.2: Research Strategy
Whilst there is a range of methodologies available to collect and analyse data, for example, qualitative methods such as interviews, focus groups and case studies or quantitative methods such as surveys and questionnaires; it was anticipated that questionnaires will be best suited to this research study as questionnaires are easy to distribute and are most useful to gain opinions, attitudes, and understandings on topics (Cottrell, 2014). Additionally, questionnaires can further provide quantitative data that can be collated systematically. However, on the other hand, questionnaires can be time consuming, particularly when collecting primary data (Cottrell, 2014).

3.3: Data Collection 
This empirical research study will use online questionnaires via Microsoft Forms to explore police officers’ views in relation to the reasons behind why there has been a rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. A blank copy of the participant questionnaire can be found in Appendix B.
Each questionnaire will contain 10 questions. Both closed and open questions will be used to gather participants’ views and enable them to elaborate on their responses.

The intended sample for this research is 25 to 30 police officers, including officers from response and the knife crime team (Sceptre) within South Wales Police. Potential participants will be approached via the South Wales Police Whatsapp group, where they will be provided with a summary of the purpose of the research, what is expected of participants who choose to take part (i.e. completion of a questionnaire), and information on how their data will be recorded. An online link will be sent to the Whatsapp group and those who are willing to take part will be asked to complete the online questionnaire via Microsoft Forms at a time of their convenience.
Upon completion of the questionnaire, participants will be provided with a debrief sheet which will include helpline numbers and information on how to access further support if required. A blank copy of the participant debrief sheet can be found in Appendix C.

3.4: Data Analysis
After the data has been collected, the data will be analysed using quantitative analysis techniques such as tables, charts and statistics via Google Data, which will identify themes and enable any relationships and trends within the data to be examined (Cottrell, 2014).

To uphold confidentiality, the research investigator’s Google account is password protected which ensures that only the research investigator can access and view participant’s responses. Data will be analysed and stored in a password protected file until the research has been fully completed. After the research has been completed, data will be securely retained for 10 years in accordance with GDPR. 

3.5: Limitations and potential problems
To ensure this research study is ethical, all participants will be fully informed of the purpose of the research and will be asked to give their informed consent before taking part. To uphold anonymity, the questionnaire will not request any personal information such as the names or ages of participants.

A potential ethical issue that could arise in this research is the sensitivity of the research topic, for example some participants may have experienced or witnessed traumatic incidents in relation to knife crime or may have family or friends who have been victims to such crimes. This could lead to participants becoming emotionally distressed upon completing the questionnaire. Therefore, to uphold participants wellbeing, each participant will be notified that they can stop and withdraw from the study at any given time.

Additionally, another potential ethical issue to consider is that certain participants may not be able to provide information if they have an ongoing investigation which they are involved in, as this could pose a conflict of interest and potentially lead to a breach of confidentiality. To mitigate this risk, participants will be asked not to provide any personal details of victims or offenders and not to provide any information relating to current, ongoing or identifiable investigations.

Furthermore, the validity of the research could be limited by the fact that all participants who are taking part in this research study, and being asked for their views on the reasons behind the rise in knife crime, are all police officers, which could potentially lead to biased responses. Despite this limitation, gathering the views of local police officers will be valuable to add the current literature base in South Wales, as well as identifying recommendations for future research that may be needed. 























Chapter 4: Analysis of Results

4.1: Introduction
Whilst chapter 3 identified the methodology of this research; this chapter aims to expand on research objective 2 and achieve research objective 3 by presenting and analysing the data that was sourced through the empirical research. 
The research consisted of an online questionnaire, which collected the views of 46 police officers in relation to the reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. The number of respondents was higher than anticipated for this research, with the intended sample being only 25 to 30 police officers. 
A blank copy of the participant questionnaire can be found in Appendix B, which presents each of the questions asked to participants.

4.2: Theme 1: Exploring police officers’ views on why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales 
Within the questionnaire, participants were asked to explain what they believe are the primary reasons behind the increase in knife crime amongst youths in South Wales, to explore why more young people are choosing to carry and use knives. Upon reviewing participants views, various common themes were identified as shown in figure 1 below. However, due to the limited word count of this dissertation and to keep focus on the research aims and objectives, three relevant themes identified from the data have been analysed in more detail.
	[bookmark: _Hlk205128099]What do you believe are the primary reasons for the increase in knife crime in South Wales?

	a. Influence of social media.

	b. A culture change.

	c. An increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences.

	d. A lack of education around knife crime and a lack of investment in youth provision.

	e. A lack of discipline, poor parenting and/or having no positive role models.

	f. Growing up in poverty and experiencing social exclusion.

	g. Possessing a knife or weapon for protection and fear of victimisation.

	h. A lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents.



Figure 1: Participants’ personal views on the primary reasons for the increase in knife crime in South Wales.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460654]4.2.1: Influence of social media
Overall, a total of 43 out of 46 participants explicitly shared their belief that exposure to harmful content on social media has had a strong impact on the rise in knife crime and is a primary reason behind why more youths in South Wales are choosing to carry and use knives.
Participant A shared,
“Youth culture is driven by social media, which some people use as a platform to glamourise gang culture. I believe social media has one of the most significant impacts on the rise in gang culture and knife crime. Young people spend large amounts of time on social media which can easily distort a young person's norms and values.”
Similarly, participant B and C shared,
“On social media platforms, more and more young people are continuously exposed to violence and threats of violence.”

“I believe social media has a significant impact on the prevalence of knife crime, with music artists in the rap and drill industry glorifying knife crime and portraying drug dealing as a glamorous lifestyle with designer clothes and nice cars, but in reality, young people are being exploited by organised crime groups. These music videos are widely available online on platforms such as YouTube, TikTok and Facebook.”
[bookmark: _Hlk205805129]In contrast, 2 participants shared that they feel it is ‘unknown’ whether social media has had an impact on the rise in knife crime, and only 1 participant explicitly stated that they do not believe social media is a factor which has had a significant impact on the rise in knife crime amongst youths in South Wales. Participant E shared,
“Not all that much. Social media is incredibly prevalent with all young people, but not all young people who use social media carry and use knives.”
Overall, 43 out of 46 responses aligned with the research findings of Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani (2025), outlined in the literature review; sharing the view that social media platforms easily facilitate the spread of violent content, often without regulation, leading to harmful online exposure for children and young people and increasing the likelihood of young people becoming de-sensitised to violence (Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025). 

[bookmark: _Hlk205805488][bookmark: _Hlk209269825]4.2.2:  An increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences
Moreover, 38 out of 46 participants shared their belief that an increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences is a significant factor which has led to the rise in knife crime and is a primary reason behind why more youths in South Wales are carrying and using knives.
Participant B shared,
“I believe it is seen as a status symbol within a gang to carry a weapon, increasing a feeling of belonging and authority.”
Additionally, participant C identified how possession of knives can often be linked to fear of harm and therefore intended as a ‘sense of protection’,
“I have seen how many youths carry knives as routine due to being part of their affiliation with certain gangs and county lines. They also carry knives out of fear of being targeted by other rival gangs.”
These responses supported the research findings of Maxwell and Wallace (2021), outlined in the literature review, who found that children and young people are often exploited to join organised crime groups due to the promise of financial gain and status, which minimised children’s perceptions regarding the risks and dangers inherent in their involvement in such crimes. Additionally, these findings further aligned with the report findings of Barnardo’s (2019), which revealed that the most common reason behind young people carrying a knife was that it gave them a form of protection; in addition to an increase in confidence, gaining status and adhering to the ‘norm’.
On the contrary, Participant M pointed out,
“Whilst most gang culture brings weapons with it; more youths are carrying knives without being in gangs.”
[bookmark: _Hlk205805617]Participant R also disagreed with this question and shared,
“I do not believe this is a primary factor as to why there has been a rise in knife crime amongst local youths, as gang culture is not as pertinent in South Wales as other areas of the UK.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk205806109][bookmark: _Hlk209269954]4.2.3: A lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents.
Furthermore, 15 out of 46 participants (32.6%), who were all police constables, shared their frustration over the lack of robust consequences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents against young people re-offending, and therefore becoming a primary factor as to why more young people are engaging in violent crimes.
Participant H shared, 
“There is a lenient criminal justice system which impacts the handling of violent crimes committed by youths. Police custody often rejects youths with no consequences, prompting youngsters to think they can carry knives and get away with it.”
Overall, these findings align with recent statistics outlined in the literature review, which show that from the year ending June 2024, a total of 19,903 offences resulted in a caution or a conviction for possession of a knife or offensive weapon offences in England and Wales (Allen & Wong, 2025). However, only 18% of these cases were young offenders aged between 10 and 17 years old. 28% of these young offenders received a caution, and only 6% led to custody (Allen & Wong, 2025). This suggests that the consequences for young offenders are considerably less compared to adult offenders, prompting a likelihood of re-offending.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460766]4.3: Theme 2: Exploring police officers’ views on the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales
Overall, out of 46 participants, a total of 51.1% of participants felt that knife crime awareness programmes such as ‘Braver Choices’ (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025) are ‘not effective’ at targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. On the contrary, 46.7% of participants felt that knife crime awareness programmes are ‘somewhat effective,’ however, only 1 participant felt that such programmes were ‘very effective’ in targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, as shown in figure 2 below.
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    Figure 2: Participants’ views on the effectiveness of knife crime awareness programmes such as ‘Braver Choices’ in targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.

Overall, these findings do not align with the intentions set out by the Violence Prevention Unit, which introduced ‘Braver Choices’ to provide a fast tracked and bespoke intervention for young offenders in Wales (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025). However, it could be argued that these responses align with the concerns that have been raised regarding the lack of robust monitoring and evaluations of intervention programmes, often resulting in ineffective outcomes for young people and a higher likelihood of future re-offending, as explored in chapter 2 (College of Policing, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk205806374]In addition, as shown in figure 3 below, 40 out of 46 participants (87%) said that they would support initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and local communities with the aim to reduce knife crime. These findings align with the report recommendations by Ofsted (Ofsted, 2019) whereby it was recommended that more education and support is needed for schools to be aware of how to safeguard and respond to knife related offences in schools.
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Figure 3: Participants’ views on whether they would support initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and local communities in South Wales.

Furthermore, as shown in figure 4 below, 38 out of 46 participants (84.4%) think that police officers should engage more with young people in the local community to address knife crime issues, whereas 11.1% of participants feel this would be useful ‘occasionally’ and 4.4% of participants think this is ‘rarely’ required.
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  Figure 4: Participants’ views on how often police officers should engage with young people in the local community to address knife crime issues.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460796]4.4: Conclusion
In summary, the most common key themes identified by participants which are believed to have impacted on the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales included, 
(a) The influence of social media
(b) An increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences
(c) A lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents. 
Overall, participants’ views largely aligned with the research findings outlined in the literature review. The research findings further revealed that knife crime awareness programmes in Wales such as ‘Braver Choices’ (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025) are generally ‘not effective’ or ‘somewhat effective’ at targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. These findings present the view that more work needs to be done to reduce knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, such as supporting initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools, and additionally, police officers spending more time to engage with young people in local communities to build relationships and address knife crime issues timely.
The next chapter of the dissertation will conclude the research project by discussing the implications of the research and providing recommendations for future research; as well as answering the research question: ‘To explore the primary factors which have led to the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.’


Chapter 5: Conclusions and recommendations

5.1: Introduction 
The overall aim of this research was to advance an understanding of the reasons behind why there has been a rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.
The specific research objectives were to (a) explore statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK, (b) explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales and, (c) evaluate the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales.
A total of 46 participants took part in the research by completing an online questionnaire via Microsoft Forms. The questionnaire contained 10 questions which aimed to explore police officers’ views as to why there has been a rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. Upon completion, the data was analysed using quantitative analysis techniques such as tables, charts and statistics via Google Data, which enabled any relationships and trends within the data to be examined (Cottrell, 2014).

The following sections of this chapter will summarise the research findings and conclusions, identify limitations of the research and make recommendations for future research.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460856]5.2: Research objectives: Summary of findings and conclusions
[bookmark: _Hlk209460867]5.2.1: Research objective 1: To explore statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK.
Statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the UK were successfully explored in detail within the literature review. Recent statistics revealed that reported knife crime rates in England and Wales have increased by more than a fifth over the last decade (Pandit, 2024). It was further discovered that in 2024, 3,206 children and young people aged 10 to 17 were involved in knife and weapon offences dealt with by the Criminal Justice System, involving stop searches and cautions; this figure shows an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago (Office for National Statistics, 2024).
Whilst the percentage rates of knife and weapon offences varied across counties, most police force areas have shown an increase in this type of criminal activity since 2012 (Pandit, 2024). In terms of locality, West Midlands Police had the highest rate of 178 knife related offences per 100,000 people in 2023-2024, however, Dyfed-Powys Police had the lowest rate of 29 offences per 100,000 people; suggesting that knife crime is more prevalent in cities compared to rural areas (Allen & Wong, 2025).
Overall, the statistics show that the increase in knife and weapons offences amongst young people remains a significant issue in England and Wales. It is clear that further research is needed to determine what more can be done to reduce these figures. 

[bookmark: _Hlk209460884]5.2.2: Research objective 2: To explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales
Factors as to why young people carry knives and are more likely to commit knife-related offences were successfully identified and explored within the literature review; the most common factors included the impact of growing up in poverty, experiencing trauma and adverse childhood experiences, exploitation by organised crime groups, involvement in drug disputes and county lines activity and exposure to harmful social media content (Hay and Forrest, 2009; Barnardo’s, 2019; NotTheOne, 2025; Herbert, Ioannou & Tzani, 2025; Allen & Wong, 2025).
Additionally, the findings of this empirical research study, outlined in chapter 4, added to the current literature base by identifying the views of local police officers in relation to why young people carry knives and are more likely to participate in knife crime in South Wales, using online questionnaires. It was identified that the influence of social media, an increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences, and a lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents against knife crime were the most common factors which participants believe has had an impact on the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, all of which aligned with current research.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460895]5.2.3: Research objective 3: To evaluate the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales
In terms of evaluating the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales, the findings of this empirical research study indicated that a total of 51.1% of police constables felt that knife crime intervention programmes such as ‘Braver Choices’ (Violence Prevention Unit, 2025) are ‘not effective’ at targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, which could indicate that further research is needed to monitor and assess the efficacy of such programmes. In terms of looking to reduce the stark figures of knife crime amongst young people in South Wales, 84.4% of participants believe police officers should engage more with young people in the local community to address knife crime issues; and 87% of participants said that they would support initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and local communities with the aim to reduce knife crime.

[bookmark: _Hlk209460903]5.3: Limitations and recommendations
Whilst the research successfully explored the primary factors which have led to the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales; it could be noted that the validity of the research could be limited by the fact that all participants who took part in this research study were all police officers, which could potentially lead to biased responses. Despite this limitation, it is believed that gathering the views of local police officers will be valuable to add the current literature base in South Wales, as well as identifying recommendations for future research that may be needed. It could be suggested that further research using a wider scope of participants, for example local young people, a variety of professionals, or knife crime charities and organisations would be beneficial to explore different perspectives and expand on the findings of this research.
Furthermore, based on the findings of this research, practitioners should consider undertaking further research to effectively monitor and evaluate the outcomes of knife crime intervention programmes in South Wales, particularly as concerns have been raised regarding the lack of robust evaluations of programmes and interventions, leading to a higher likelihood of future re-offending (College of Policing, 2019).
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	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).
If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.
	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☒
	☐

	
	Details of any other participant groups:

The sample for this research will consist of police officers, including officers from response and the knife crime team (Sceptre) within South Wales Police.

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
A total of 25 to 30 participants are expected to take part in the research.

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
The participants in this research study will be South Wales Police Officers from response and the knife crime team (Sceptre). 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Potential participants will be approached via the South Wales Police Whatsapp group, where they will be provided with a summary of the purpose of the research, what is expected of participants who choose to take part (i.e. completion of a questionnaire), and information on how their data will be recorded. An online link will be sent to the Whatsapp group and those who are willing to take part will be asked to complete the online questionnaire via Microsoft Forms at a time of their convenience.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 
If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:

A potential ethical issue that could arise in this research is the sensitivity of the research topic, for example some participants may have experienced or witnessed traumatic incidents in relation to knife crime or may have family or friends who have been victims to such crimes. This could lead to participants becoming emotionally distressed upon completing the questionnaire. 

Additionally, another potential ethical issue to consider is that certain participants may not be able to provide information if they have an ongoing investigation which they are involved in, as this could pose a conflict of interest and potentially lead to a breach of confidentiality. 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

To uphold participants wellbeing and mitigate this risk, each participant will be notified that they can stop and withdraw from the study at any given time.




To mitigate this risk, participants will be asked not to provide any personal details of victims/offenders and not to provide any information relating to current or ongoing/identifiable investigations



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	Upon completion of the questionnaire, participants will be provided with a debrief sheet which will include helpline numbers and information on how to access further support if required.
These will include:
· Victim Support (South Wales) – 0300 303 0161
Monday to Friday: 08:00-20:00, Saturday: 09:00-17:00 
Out of hours support – 0808 168 9111.

· Trauma Risk Management (TRiM)
A South Wales Police in-house counselling service specialising in trauma support available to support officers and staff following involvement in traumatic incidents. To arrange counselling or TRiM services, contact details can be found on ‘BOB’, or extension 27987.

· Connect Assist – 0800 028 1514
South Wales Police offer this independent, free and confidential 24-hour telephone helpline, which is available for officers and staff. The Connect Assist helpline provides help and support to people who are finding it difficult to cope with worries or concerns, whether work related or not.

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

There is no potential risk posed to the investigator.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

There is no potential risk posed to the University.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

There is no potential risk posed to the environment.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
Upon completion of the questionnaire, participants will be provided with a debrief sheet which will include helpline numbers and information on how to access further support if required.
These will include:
· Victim Support (South Wales) – 0300 303 0161
Monday to Friday: 08:00-20:00, Saturday: 09:00-17:00 
Out of hours support – 0808 168 9111.

· Trauma Risk Management (TRiM)
A South Wales Police in-house counselling service specialising in trauma support available to support officers and staff following involvement in traumatic incidents. To arrange counselling or TRiM services, contact details can be found on ‘BOB’, or extension 27987.

· Connect Assist – 0800 028 1514
South Wales Police offer this independent, free and confidential 24-hour telephone helpline, which is available for officers and staff. The Connect Assist helpline provides help and support to people who are finding it difficult to cope with worries or concerns, whether work related or not.

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
To ensure this research study is ethical, all participants will be fully informed of the purpose of the research and will be asked to give their informed consent before taking part.
Potential participants will be approached via the South Wales Police Whatsapp group, where they will be provided with a summary of the purpose of the research, what is expected of participants who choose to take part (i.e. completion of a questionnaire), and information on how their data will be recorded. An online link will be sent to the Whatsapp group and those who are willing to take part will be asked to complete the online questionnaire via Microsoft Forms at a time of their convenience.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
To uphold anonymity, the questionnaire will not request any personal information i.e. the names or ages of participants. All data output will be kept anonymous.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☒

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☒

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
To uphold data confidentiality, participants will be anonymised, and no personal details will be obtained.

Questionnaires will be completed by participants online via Microsoft Forms, this a secure online account, whereby participants’ responses can only be seen by the research investigator. Participants will be sent a link to access the questionnaire and will not require a Google account to complete the questionnaire. The research investigator’s Google account is password protected which ensures only the research investigator can access the data.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Only the research investigator will have access to the data generated by the research activity.

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
The research investigator.

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Questionnaires will be completed by participants online via Microsoft Forms – a secure method of gathering data.

The research investigator’s Google account is password protected which ensures only the research investigator can access and view participant’s responses. 

Data will be analysed and stored in a password protected file until the research has been fully completed. 

After the research has been completed, data will be securely retained for 10 years in accordance with GDPR. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
Data will not be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository.

(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒



SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Fasiel Mohamed
	
Date: 22/02/2025




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Christina Fraser
	Date: 22/02/2025

	3
	Signature:
	
Christina Fraser
	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.


















[image: ]Appendix B: Questionnaire

1. What do you believe are the primary reasons for the increase in knife crime in South Wales? Explain your answer

2. In your opinion, has the economic situation in South Wales contributed to the rise in knife crime amongst young people? Explain your answer

3. Do you think that gang culture plays a significant role in the rise of knife crime amongst young people in South Wales? Explain your answer

4. How important do you think mental health awareness and mental health support for young people are in addressing knife crime in South Wales? Explain your answer

5. What impact do you believe social media has on the prevalence of knife crime amongst young people? Explain your answer

6. How effective do you think current knife crime awareness programmes such as ‘Braver Choices’ are in targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales? (Very effective, Somewhat effective, Not effective) Braver Choices | Violence Prevention Unit

7. How often do you think police officers should engage with young people in the local community to address knife crime issues? (Regularly, Occasionally, Rarely, Never)

8. What additional measures do you think should be implemented to engage with young people in knife crime in South Wales? (Open-ended)

9. What role do you think schools should play in educating children and young people about the dangers of knife crime? (Open-ended)

10. Would you support initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and local communities in South Wales? (Yes, No, Maybe)





[image: ]Appendix C: Participant Debrief Sheet

Thank you for taking part in my research study.

Please see below helpline numbers and information on how to access further support if you have been affected by any part of this research:


· Victim Support (South Wales) – 0300 303 0161
Monday to Friday: 08:00-20:00, Saturday: 09:00-17:00 
Out of hours support – 0808 168 9111.


· Trauma Risk Management (TRiM)
A South Wales Police in-house counselling service specialising in trauma support available to support officers and staff following involvement in traumatic incidents. To arrange counselling or TRiM services, contact details can be found on ‘BOB’, or extension 27987.


· Connect Assist – 0800 028 1514
South Wales Police offer this independent, free and confidential 24-hour telephone helpline, which is available for officers and staff. The Connect Assist helpline provides help and support to people who are finding it difficult to cope with worries or concerns, whether work related or not.












Appendix D: Data Charts
	What do you believe are the primary reasons for the increase in knife crime in South Wales?

	a. Influence of social media.

	b. A culture change.

	c. An increase in organised crime groups, gang violence and drug related offences.

	d. A lack of education around knife crime and a lack of investment in youth provision.

	e. A lack of discipline, poor parenting and/or having no positive role models.

	f. Growing up in poverty and experiencing social exclusion.

	g. Possessing a knife or weapon for protection and fear of victimisation.

	h. A lack of effective sentences by the criminal justice system to act as deterrents.



Figure 1: Participants’ personal views on the primary reasons for the increase in knife crime in South Wales.
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    Figure 2: Participants’ views on the effectiveness of knife crime awareness programmes such as ‘Braver Choices’ in targeting knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.
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Figure 3: Participants’ views on whether they would support initiatives that promote knife crime awareness in schools and local communities in South Wales.
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  Figure 4: Participants’ views on how often police officers should engage with young people in the local community to address knife crime issues.
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