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My research will focus on finding out ‘Does Attending a Private School Hand an Advantage in Pursuing a Career in Professional Sports?’ Sports has always been a hobby of mine, especially as a young child, I loved football. Majority of young people who grow up with a love of a sport, all dream about pursuing a career in the sport professionally. In an article written by (Wigmore, 2015), Wigmore states in 2015, ’20 of England’s triumphant World Cup team attended private schools' (Wigmore, 2015). There are 25 players in a rugby national squad and a dominant 20 of the players attended fee-paying schools. This is the reason why I want to conduct my research in this topic, I want to find out if you gain an advantage if you attend a private school and does it increase your chances of reaching the top professionally?

The methodology that I will be using is the mixed methods approach, the reason I believe that the mixed methods approach is beneficial to my research is because it will allow me to conduct my research from many different angles. Building up all my qualitative data will be effective with this method. This method allows me to conduct surveys and gather information, I can also compare alternative viewpoints on a phenomenon as well as create a wider picture of my research using the mixed methods approach. The main reason for using this approach is because it will allow me to gain a better insight and observation based on a specific factor. I will be allowed to be flexible with my approach in this research which will allow me to get better data which will enhance the quality of my research. 

Before conducting my research, I will read up on articles and theories online to give me the best starting viewpoint on this topic which will allow me to have a better response from my research. The data collection tool that I will be using in my research will be questions and interviews. My interview will be semi structured so it allows for me to get the answers I need which will be beneficial to my research and it will allow the interviewee to speak freely and express themselves more if they would like. The interview will also be one to one so it allows me to collect rich and in depth information, as well as receive privileged information which could be told possibly through one to one interviews. The questions will be structured in a way to receive good responses, different insight and valid responses for my research topic. The advantages of using interviews allows you to ‘develop a relationship’ which is a very important part to the interview. You want the interviewee to be as open as possible so their answers and opinions can be valuable to your research. Another key factor about interviews as mentioned earlier is the ability to get ‘in depth’ answers, you can feel the emotions, attitudes and feelings which will give you a different aspect of answers for your research (Rashid, 2013). There are drawbacks in interviews such as having ‘inefficient answers’, this means the interviewee may not be able to give the responses that are expected which could be a major issue as it could affect your research study immensely (Rashid, 2013).
When conducting my research, I will take all the ethical precautions necessary for my research. I will be providing the interviewee with a consent form as it is an ‘essential element of ethically valid social research’ (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2017, p. 14). The participants need to be fully aware of the research that they are going to be involved in and fully understand the research. The interviewee needs to be aware of what the research is about, why is it being conducted and what the purpose of the study is. The participants will need to be aware of what happens with the results and who will have access to them. These protocols are carried out so the participants can feel comfortable and safe in what they are getting involved in and that it will not affect them.

The British Educational Research Association states that researchers need to ‘bring these guidelines to the attention of those they work with’ so this includes the participants, the university, the private school and the local sports club that I will be doing my research on (British Educational Research Association, 2018, p. 2). This research will be conducted with the right ethical and respectful approach. This will allow the participants to feel confident in what they are involved in, and by doing this, it is the most important way to get the participants to be more open and speak more freely during the interview. This will also allow for more useful and a better insight on information for my research. As a researcher, I have the ‘responsibility to consider what the most relevant and useful ways of informing participants about the outcomes of the research which they are involved in (British Educational Research Association, 2018, p. 8). 

Participants will be guaranteed with protection of their personal data as the law states that ‘personal data must be processed lawfully and fairly, on the basis of the data subject’s consent’ (Government UK, 2018). The law also states all the information and personal data obtained must be accurate and if ‘inaccurate, the personal data must be rectified’ (Government UK, 2018). All the data will be kept secure in a password protected computer so only I will have access to it as well as my mentor who will be keeping track of my progress. I will also be using an external hard drive to keep and back up my data. Both the participants will have the ability to ask any questions or enquire about any confidentiality protocols as they are fully within their rights. Participants will be ensured that there is no psychological harm or personal harm from their contributions so that they can be confident in their involvement with the research. 
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Follow Up 
Responding to Rosemary’s feedback in regards to the location of the schools that I will be researching, I will be looking at local schools within the area in Swansea. As Rosemary stated in the area, at least four professional rugby players has played for Wales from Swansea. I can relate to this because the secondary school that I attended in the area also had several professional rugby players developed from this state school. This is one of the main reason why I want to conduct this research and talk about different types of sports because in some countries, specific sports are emphasised and given more attention. In Wales, Rugby is the most common sport and the sport that is given the most importance for development in schools, this is why Wales develops constant quality rugby players because of the importance schools provide for development and training. I completely agree with Rosemary, parents do play a major role in encouraging children, as part of my research, I do want to find a way to get perspective from parents in order to get a whole rounded response and understanding. I want to know the full lengths of what professional sports athletes go through to reach the point where they are. I want to know, did they become professional straight from school or did they go to academies and start in youth programs? These question I will find out the answers so my research can be more fascinating and interesting.

This is a factor I was considering that Lateefah has recognised and brought up. Lateefah states that interviewing a state school as well as a private school will be interesting in order to compare the results. I fully agree with what Lateefah has stated as this was an issue I was considering, I originally planned to interview a private school and a local sports club but taking Lateefah’s comments in mind, I think it will produce a better comparison and effective research points if I also interview state schools. Therefore there will be three interviews that will take place which will result in a more wider opinion and research data. This will allow me to compare the results on a greater scale and give more in depth analysis of my study. 

In response to Ayesha’s question about who I intend on interviewing, I will be interviewing the head of the private school and the main representative of the local sports club who can provide me with their time to give me the data I need. After reading Lateefah’s response, I have decided to add another school to interview, this will be a state school so now I have three interviews to conduct. These three interviews will provide me different aspects and answers as they all operate in complete different ways but still produce the same result in creating professional sports athletes. 
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