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 Debating Medieval Identity

7. 28.09.18 -The Reeve’s Tale & Cook’s Tale

· Amazing how the two women in the RT are completely interchangeable “objects”, an exchangeable commodity “monetary equivilance”. Faceless, characterless and dim, they are merely illustrating the exchange and equivalence of a mercenary world.
· Spaces. All the spaces seem undifferentiated- rooms – mill- bedroom – fen. Nothing seems real to me, tight space of rooms and never-ending freedom of fens. 
· Miller is a parody of the Knight – lots of weapons, wears red clothing which is above his rank, aspiration to the aristocracy through his daughter’s prospective marriage.
· Alan and John’s speech is written in a northern dialect ? to make them outsiders or to illustrate how mobile the population of England had become after black death, I don’t believe he was taking the micheal out of them.
· Reeve is an estate manager, not aristo but socially a higher rank than the Miller. Millers had reputation as being thieves and social agitators.
· Fabliaux. Cook’s tale is not really story at all, ? cos he is a non pilgrim and of the lower social order, v uncouth man.
· Cuckoldry – what one man does to another. Adultery – what a husband/wife does to the other
· Parody of other people’s voices – still hazy on this, need to read further
[bookmark: _GoBack]Off to slave over a keyboard for essay 1 now, see you all Thursday and GOOD LUCK
