Laura FrayneThe United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an International human rights treaty designed to meet all children and young people (aged 17 and under) human rights. The United Kingdom signed the convention on 19 April 1990, ratified it on 16 December 1991 and it came into force on 15th January 1992 (Gov.uk,2010).
THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES WITH ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS IN EDUCATION


 2011325
EAEE4002ARTICLE 3
BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD

Article 3 is one of the most valued articles in the UNCRC. It states that the opinions and thoughts of young people and children should be consider at all levels of society and that they should have their own rights and these rights should be respected by people on a higher platform.
It also says that adults should stop and take in to consideration what is in the best interest of the children and young people when making decisions that will affect them in the long run (Article 3- Children And Young People’s Commissioner Scotland,2015).
Before the transfer of power by Government child protection legislation across the United Kingdom was made and passed by Westminster.  Each nation had their own individual laws but each of their frameworks that were set by various acts were considerably similar. 
Since 1999 the process of devolution has seen much power and responsibility transferred from Westminster to National Governments which include Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Legislation to prosecute members of the public that have been accused of child cruelty has been in force since 1880’s (Learning NSPCC,2019).
The UNCRC aims to support young people and children’s wellbeing, health, family relationships, safety, physical, emotional and psychological development, identity, freedom of expression, privacy and agency to form their own opinions and make sure these opinions are listen to. to put it into a simpler context, the best interest of a child is whatever is best for that individual child and how it will support them in the future (Information Commissioner’s Office,2020).














ARTICLE 12 
RESPECT FOR THE VIEWS OF THE CHILD

Article 12 states that “All young children have the right to express their views in matters that affect them and that these views should be taken seriously” (Teaching Expertise, No Date).
When decisions are made affecting children, children have the right to say what they think should happen and have their opinion considered (Vytnova,2005). 
The Welsh Government promotes children’s rights in 2004 they adopted the UNCRC as the policy making that would relate to young people and children (Welsh Government,2019).
Everyone has human rights, and this includes children and young adults. Each individual child has the right to express their thoughts, views and emotions on anything that is concerning them and to have their thoughts taken seriously. This right applies at any time in a child’s life for example housing decisions and what goes on in their day to day lives. It is important that children and young people feel listened to and that all their views are respected by adults (Young Person’s Advisory Service,2021). 
Majority of the Montessori approach is built from a deep respect and understanding of children; respecting their rights to make their own choices, learn from their own mistakes and work at their own pace. Montessori encourages and guides work of a place of respect. Occasionally, adults do not view children as people to be treated with dignity and respect. This lack of respect can be seen when adults sometimes talk over, interrupt or ignore something a child might say. Or even when an adult shows affection by grabbing a child for a hug without asking. Or by making remarks on how a child looks or acts outdoors in public. Even when an adult ignores a child and only greets another adult can show a child that lack of respect towards them (Lauren,2018).





















Article 12 highlights the importance of allowing young people and children to be able to express their views. Children should not feel that their opinions and views will be dismissed by adults or seen as invalid because of their age. Article 23 also shares concerns on how children and young adults need to understand their rights so they can become more confident in sharing their opinions and that adults need to be aware that they should not dismiss children and always take their concerns on board (Article 12- Children And Young People’s Commissioner Scotland,2015).

ARTICLE 12 CONTINUED 



ARTICLE 28

RIGHTS TO AN EDUCATION


Children and young adults have the right to attend both primary and secondary education and should always have a choice of what subjects they would like to partake in when attending secondary school (Article 28 - Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2015).
According to UNESCO (2016) 263 million children are denied the chance of an education this figure includes 61 million young children who should be attending primary education, 61 million of children aged 12 to 14 who should be in lower secondary school and finally 142 Million who are aged between 15 to 17 (Their World,2021).
A Children’s rights approach is a framework used when working with children in the UN convention on the ‘Childs rights to education’ this approach to education will fulfil the needs of the children and young people and will encourage them to become healthy and confident people who can thrive off learning. This approach can also provide different opportunities for children to grow into ethical and informed members of their communities (Child Com Wales,2017).




















ARTICLE 29
GOALS OF EDUCATION


Article 29 of the UNCRC states that a child or young person’s education should reflect on their body, mind and push them to be the best they can. A child’s education should build their respect towards other people and the environment. Overall, they should learn to respect:
· Their parents
· Their rights and the rights of others
· Their freedom and the freedom of others 
· The language, identity and values of their country and of others 
Teaching should prepare young people and children how to live a responsible life in a free society. Education should also teach children and young people how to grow in an understanding and tolerant way and learn how to respect the environment (UNICEF,2021).
Education must help and promote rights not only in what subject is taught but how a teacher decides to teach it. This allows children to become individuals and education should be based upon each children’s personality, abilities and talents. In shorter terms education should help children to develop into well rounded people and learn what respect is and how they should treat people and the world around them (Child’s Rights International Network,2018).
Article 29 not only adds to the subject of the rights to education that is mention in article 28 but also discussed how education needs to be child friendly, empowering and child centred, and it insists that the goal of education is to empower young children to develop key skills, self-esteem and self-confidence (UNICEF,2001).
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