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The Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (2001) 
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018).
A Need for Change

Part six of the Education Act (1996) sets out the current SEN legislation. The ALN Tribunal Act (2018) states the current definition of SEN is focused on children with complex needs who have a statement rather than children with a wide range of needs. A report in July 2015 shows 22% of children in schools in Wales had some form of SEN, however only 2.7% of these pupils had a statement. (ALN Tribunal Act, 2018). 

Therefore according to Snap Cymru (no date) under the new Act, children with ALN will be entitled to individual development plans (IDPs). If a child appears to have ALN, the local authority or school must decide. 

Source: MrALENCO, 2018.
Changes to practioners role
Snap Cymru (no date) states, implementation training for the new system will be early 2020, but the new Act will start during September 2020.

The ALN code (2018) which is required by the Welsh Ministers for preperation will place requirements on local authorities, governing bodies and include guidance but also will support the smooth transitioning for practitioners to implement the new ALN Act. (The ALN Tribunal Act, 2018). 
According to the ALN transformation programme (2019) in December 2017 a package of materials of guidance to implement the new act and code was provided by the support of Eleisha Cymru. The Welsh Government (2018) states the act enforces a workforce development of skills to provide practitioners with education at 3 different levels.

SENCo’s will be replaced by the term ALENCo. The Welsh Government (2018) states the act enforces advanced skills development to develop the role.
Implications on local authorities
Local authorities under the new ALN Tribunal Act (2018) will have to follow a new statuory framework and to ensure consideration of the CRPD (no date) following article 7 for example, ensuring children are given equal opportunities and that their best interests are of primary concern when making decisions about their ALN. (ALN Tribunal Act,2018). 
The new act also requires support of local health boards and the NHS to consider suitable treatment or services that can benefit a child with ALN and to secure such treatment. (ALN Tribunal Act, 2018). 
The ALN Tribunal Act (2018) also places a duty on the local authority to have ‘Early Years ALN Lead Officers to coordinate arrangements in respect of children under compulsory school age who are not yet in a maintained setting’. (ALN Act: 23, 2018).The ALN Transformation Programme (2019) states the act places a duty on local authorities to prepare and maintain IDP’s for children and young people who have ALN.  

Inclusive Education

The UNESCO Salamanca Statement provides information on what should happen and procedures/ training to be put in place to ensure inclusive education and practice. The statement believes it is very important to provide an inclusive education for all children within a regular education system to ensure an inclusive society. (Mitchell, 2014).  
The statement highlights that regular schools which provide an inclusive education are very effective ways of reducing discriminatory attitudes. (CSIE, 2018).  
The Salamanca statement includes a framework for action which supports children’s rights to education Article 24 of the UNCRC, Unicef (no date) and Article 28 (UNCRPD, no date). 
However, a report carried out by Koster et al. (2009) highlights whilst many countries are incorporating inclusive education Australia reports show that parents and teachers have reported concerns of children being bullied, peer rejection, a limt of appropriate resuorces and lack of teacher understanding and often children with learning dissabilties being taught by the assistants in the classroom. 
Tzachyk (2013) believes we should consider what is best for the each pupil and realise one size des not fit all with a full inclusive educational approach.

The Current Legislation 
· The White Paper Legislative Proposals for ALN (2014) believe the current system is not suitable and is outdated. Therefore, it is necessary that it is replaced with an up to date modern approach to support children. It states, parents say when their child has a statement, the system is too slow to adapt if the child’s needs change. 
· The ALN Tribunal Act (2018) highlights, the assessment process is inefficient and insufficiently child- centred, leaving families feeling they have to battle in order to get the appropriate support for their child and are unaware how to access advice or information. 
· Therefore, 11 core aims have been created to support children with ALN, which includes early interventions with a fair, transparent system that provides information and advice which should help to resolve concerns and appeals. (Welsh Government, 2018). 
· The new ALN Code (2018) states the new ALN system will work in parallel to the SEN system over the implantation period of 3 years which will in this time phase out the current system.

The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018). 
· This new legislation will replace the current ‘Special Educational Needs’ (SEN) and ‘Learning Difficulties and/ or Disabilities’(LDD). 

· The ALN Act (2018) follows articles 12 and 13 of the UNCRC, Unicef (no date) and article 21 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (no date) to ensure children are informed during the planning process and have the ability to make any decisions which affect them when possible. Parents of children with insufficient understanding can implement these rights or a ‘case friend’ is given by the Education Tribunal. (ALN Tribunal Act, 2018).

· The Welsh Government (2018) states the act will have an ALN Code which will provide clear, legally enforceable boundaries within the local authority and other organisations which are also responsible for delivering services for those with ALN.
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