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Introduction

A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a set of teaching and learning tools designed to enhance a student's learning experience by including computers and the Internet in the learning process.
Moodle is a one of the most popular learning management system. The first work on this platform began in 1999, and the initial version of the system was released on August 2002. Science then Moodle has been an evolving, flexible and dynamic system. It is great for distance learning: with its help, the Lecturer provides participants with a variety of teaching  materials: texts, articles, images, animations, videos. They can be created directly within the platform itself or, if they were prepared in any of the external programs, they can be simply imported into the system. It gives the possibility to control the knowledge and skills acquired by course participants.

This report is based on a student VLE satisfaction by use Moodle as a VLE  system survey. The research was performed questioning UWTSD students. I took a sample of 19 course colleges, from whom I gathered information on the level of satisfaction in a VLE. 
	The results will be shown by using pie charts. I will analyse the charts in different aspects and factors from secondary sources and summarise the findings on this research. This will help to better understand how VLE may affect the motivation and productivity of students.


Rationale
	The online survey was conducted among 19 students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Questionnaire presented in the report was about learning experience of using VLE (Moodle). Survey was based on six research questions which investigated:  whether understanding the concepts and ideas is more difficult through VLE, whether VLE is useful in the higher education context, whether the use of a VLE increases students motivation and knowledge, whether the use of the VLE was easy, whether access to the VLE posed some difficulties.



Research objectives
       This report intends to present, in a simple way, the impact of a virtual learning environment, in the level of motivation and knowledge acquired in the development of specific competences, namely in the domain of higher education.
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Results/Findings, analysis, and discussion

The results of an online survey of my colleagues from UWTSD London Campus:
1. Do you think it is more difficult to understand concepts and ideas through a VLE?

	Yes
	15

	No
	4


 


21% of the respondents answered that it is not difficult for them to understand concepts and ideas through a VLE.  79% of the respondents stated that understanding the content delivered via VLE turned out to be more difficult for them. This may be the reason for the  way classes are conducted or the novelty of this method for the students of my group.

2. Do you agree with the use of virtual learning in a higher education context?

	Yes
	12

	No
	7






More than half of the students (63%) agreed that VLE is a future-oriented environment, offering new opportunities, especially for young people, which will facilitate access to higher education. 37% of them did not agree.

3. How do you rate your motivation in a VLE?

	Unmotivated
	

	Somewhat motivated
	6

	Very motivated
	13





81 % of my colleagues rated their motivation via VLE as s “somehow motivated”, where 19% of them admitted being very motivated.


4. From 1 to 10, how would you rate the knowledge gained in VLE?

	1 (very weak)
	2

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	8

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10 (strong)
	9





8 students from my group rated knowledge gained in VLE neither weak or strong but somewhere in the middle where 9 of my colleges from the same group rated their gained knowledge as a very strong . 2 respondents rated gained knowledge as a very weak.

5. Do you find Moodle easy to use?

	Yes
	17

	No
	2





Most of the students (84%) agreed that using Moodle as online learning platform is easy for them.  16% did not find this platform easy to use.

6. Did you experience any difficulties accessing the VLE?

	Yes
	2

	No
	17




89% of respondents didn’t experience any difficulties accessing the online learning platform. 11% confirmed that they had difficulty accessing the portal.
Conclusions
In an educational context, especially at the level of higher education, the use of VLE is increasingly frequent. These approach learning aims, among other purposes, to develop interaction and collaboration between lecturers and students, as well as to enhance the use of Internet technologies in the creation of new and more flexible learning contexts. The use of VLE be one of the strategies to enhance the student's more active and autonomous participation in the construction of their learning. The use of Virtual Learning Environments proves to be an interesting alternative, especially when the objective is to allow not only access to content, but mainly when it is intended to facilitate interaction and promote collaborative learning. According to Mogus, Babić and Šuvak (2012), VLE has a positive correlation with students final marks.
The data collected allow us to conclude that most students found the use of the VLE platform (Moodle) easy to use. Regarding the consultation of resources, the majority of students considered it easy. This trend seems to be related, above all, to the fact that most students have easy access to the VLE platform through various devices.
As might be expected, most students prefer to use VLE rather than traditional teaching, however, there is still a part of the student population who, despite the advent of modern technologies, is not convinced of this choice.
The use of the VLE allows for a variety of instruction, that is, the ability to actively modify teaching methods, resources, learning activities and products for students to meet a variety of needs, to maximize the learning opportunities for each student. Looking at the survey results, most students were motivated and enthusiastic about using the VLE. The use of VLE somehow encouraged them to perform their tasks better, while allowing them to gain confidence and develop their skills. access and receive immediate feedback on their performance. Despite the technical difficulties mentioned by several students, their experience with VLE was mostly satisfactory. Based on the survey and the research made on Virtual Learning Environment, we can distinguish the advantages and disadvantages of this method.
The reason to implement a new technology is to turn something better, simpler and faster.
VLE makes the educational process more flexible, especially in terms of time and location. With permanent and free access to all materials, students can easily adjust their studies to other plans and activities. This way, it is easier to continue your studies with, for example a full time job.
As learning can be done online, there is no need to attend classes. This makes high-quality education accessible to people with disabilities and to people living in different countries. The virtual learning environment is versatile with formats of content and new approaches. As we know, the coin has two sides. The flexibility of the virtual learning environment can prove to be a problem for people with a lack of self-discipline or low motivation. Without constant control and strict deadlines, it is difficult for them to stay focused and learn effectively. In addition to this, VLE opens up more opportunities for cheating, as no one can see if you are using a different device during the online test or actually doing everything yourself.
Even though VLE systems provide a lot of tools to facilitate communication like chats, group discussions, live lessons they cannot allow the same level of engagement as a face-to-face situation.
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