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Article 6 - All children have the right of life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthily (Children’s Rights Wales, 2018) 
· For children this right is the chance to live and have the possibility to grow and to develop into adults. This right covers two aspects, the right to be protected from birth and the right to be able to survive and to develop (Humanium, no date). 
· The government should take steps to ensure children have this right. These steps include reporting and investigating the causes of death among children, taking steps to prevent young people from suicide, and taking steps to prevent traffic accidents that involve young people. This article also says that the government should ensure that children and young people should be able to grow up in conditions that don't impact negatively on their physical and mental wellbeing, and that they can live in these conditions (CYPCS, 2018).
· Practitioners should make sure that the way they work with children keeps them safe and that it does not put them in any harm or risks. They can do this by establishing a following safeguarding policies and procedures, ensure that all staff are aware of them and follow them, and that all staff receive child protection training. By setting up these policies and procedures means children are safe from adults and other children who might pose a risk (NSPCC, 2018). 
According to Welsh Government (2015) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international agreement that protects the human rights of children under the age of 18. The UK formally agreed to ensure that every child in the UK has all the rights listed in the Convention. The welsh government used the Convention in 2004 as the basis for making policies for children and young people in Wales. There are 54 articles in the UNCRC, with articles 1-42 set out for how children should be treated, while articles 43-45 are about how adults and governments work together to make sure all children are entitled to their rights.













Article 18 - Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children, and should always consider what is best for each child (Children’s Rights Wales, 2018) 
· Parents are the main influence on a child’s outcome through their income and educational attainment. Children’s well-being and later outcomes are determined by their experiences in early years, experiences from public services such as schools, but also their parent’s choices, parenting style and behaviour. Parents with a positive parenting style have a strong impact on children’s outcomes and can act as a protective barrier against deprivation in early years.  Governments recognised that supporting parents is important in improving children’s chances in life (Web archive, 2005). 
· Within parenting programs, group work is more effective than on-to-one work and it also gives parents the opportunity to gain peer support and reduce isolation (Welsh Government, 2017).
· The Welsh Government fund several schemes to support families in need. They fund Flying Start which target disadvantaged communities in Wales. They also fund Families First which are teams who will work with families to decide what the positives are in life and help decide they need. The Welsh Government also funds Children First, which collaborates with organisations to improve children’s outcomes by addressing local issues and reduce inequalities between socially disadvantaged places and socially advantaged places (Welsh Government, 2018).  













Article 19 - Governments should ensure that children are properly cared for, and protect them from violence, abuse and neglect by their parents or anyone else who looks after them (Children’s Rights Wales, 2018) 
· All Wales Child Protection Procedures Review Group provides a basic set of child protection procedures for every safeguarding board in Wales, which covers context for child protection work, what to do if it is suspected that a child is being abuse or being at risk of it, procedures to follow if a report of child abuse or neglect has been made, the management of different types of abuse, and protocols that had been developed earlier on by the review group (NSPCC, 2018). 
· The government’s Healthy Child Programme aims to help parents develop a strong bond with their children, encourage care that keeps children safe and healthy, protect children from serious diseases, promote healthy eating and physical activity to reduce childhood obesity, identify problems within children’s health and development and ensure they get the necessary help early on, and finally, prepare children for school. They also support children with mental health issues by providing help to them as early as possible to prevent problems extending into a child’s later years. They spend £400 million on giving more children and young people access to talking to therapists. From 2014, the government provided free school meals in reception, year one and year two of infant schools to give them a healthy start in life. They suggest that young children eating a healthy meal together at lunchtime can improve their development and social skills (GOV.UK, 2015). 

















Article 31 - All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities.
· Play is a fundamental right and is treasured in the UNCRC, which means every child and young person in the UK has a right to engage in play and recreational activity. The Welsh Government adopted the UNCRC in 2004 and are committed to the principles. Children and Families Measure 2010 places a duty on all local authorities across Wales to assess and secure sufficient play opportunities for their children in the area (Carmarthenshire Family Information Service, no date). 
· The commissioner of Wales found out from children that playing outside and spending time outdoors doing physical activities is important to children, technology is often used during their free time, but enjoyed the non-technology time, and finally the children who could have the opportunity to play and engage in activities recognise and value the support they receive from every adult around them. They also found barriers to playing and free time, including time, money, transport, confidence, and lack of provision and accessibility. A range of non-governmental organistations in Wales have a significant part to play in the application of services for children, and should contribute towards a better realisation of children’s rights in Wales (Holland, 2018)
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