Module Code SICH7021

Title Confucian Classics Studies
Date 09/12/2020

Level 7

Credits 20

Pre-Requisites

AIM(S)

o To engage with a range of Confucian Classical texts and commentaries and critical
engagements with them.

o To reflect on the use of language, the aesthetic qualities and the ideas contained
within key Classical Confucian texts and their reception in both ancient and
modern contexts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

o critically and systematically engage with key Classical Confucian texts;

o exhibit sophisticated knowledge and understanding of a range of critical
commentaries and other reflections upon Classical Confucian texts;

o exhibit knowledge and understanding key Classical Chinese texts from different
historical, cultural, and philosophical perspectives;

o critically reflect upon the value systems contained within a range of Confucian
Classical texts.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The module will begin with a consideration of the origins of Confucianism, and its cultural
and historical significance in China.

This broader socio-historical discussion will inform a critical and reflective investigation of
some of the main texts of Confucianism, and of interpretations of the philosophy and the
cultural impact of these texts. Texts to be considered through selected readings include:

Book of | Ching.

The Book of History.

The Book of Poetry.

The Ritual of Zhou.

Book of Etiquette.

Record of Rite.

Three Annals of Spring and Autumn.
Book of Filial Piety.



Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 60 30%

Independent learning 140 70%

Placement learning

TOTAL 200 100%
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

O Written exam

O Coursework

Practical

Mode of assessment

Volume

Weighting

Presentation (Chinese)

30 minutes

40%

Assessment Component 2

O Written exam

Coursework

O Practical

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Essay (English) 3,000 words 60%
Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage

Written exam

Coursework 60%

Practical 40%

TOTAL 100%
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Jensen, Lionel M. Manufacturing Confucianism:
Chinese Traditions & Universal Civilization. Durham:
Duke University Press, 1997.

Further

Nivison, David S, and Norden B. W. Van. The Ways of
Confucianism: Investigations in Chinese Philosophy.
Chicago: Open Court, 1996.

Further

Slote, Walter H, and Vos G. A. De. Confucianism and
the Family. Albany, N.Y: State University of New York
Press, 1998.

Further

Tucker, Mary E, and John H. Berthrong. Confucianism
and Ecology: The Interrelation of Heaven, Earth, and
Humans. Cambridge, Mass: Distributed by Harvard
University Press for the Harvard University Center for
the Study of World Religions, 1998.

Further

Weissbort, D. and Eysteinssonn, A. eds. Translation —
Theory and Practice: A Historical Reader. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006.

Further

Yao, Xinzhong. An Introduction to Confucianism. New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Further

Chinese Translators Journal

Further

Journal of Confucian Studies
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