	Activity to be Assessed
	Assessment Number

	Excavated trenches 
	1

	Persons undertaking or affected by the activity
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	Employees
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	Contractor
	
	Public
	
	Service User
	

	

	
	
	Other …………………………………………………………………………………………….

	Identified Hazards and Associated Risks
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Trench collapsing whilst employee is inside
	3
	4
	12

	2
	Employee falling into the trench 
	4
	4
	16

	3
	Flooding or water accumulation in the trench 
	3
	2
	6

	4
	Damage to underground existing services e.g electrocution, gas escape, explosion
	3
	5
	15

	5
	Hazardous atmosphere e.g. lack of oxygen
	3
	4
	15

	6
	
	
	
	

	Existing Control Measures / Additional Control Measures Required

	1
	Timber bracing to support the trench walls to stop them collapsing on an employee.
Inspect the trench and the timber supports before each time an employee enters. 

	2
	Guardrails and toe boards around the excavations, especially trenches that are more than 2m deep. 
Site will be well lit early in the morning and late afternoons/evenings when its darker.

	3
	Excavated trenches not to be entered during or after heavy rainfall 

	4
	Check service location maps before excavations begin. 
Check for any service boxes close to where the excavations will be done or ones that are close to or on the site. 

	5
	Test for low oxygen levels, hazardous fumes and gases before anyone enters the excavated trench. 

	6
	

	Reassessment of Activity Hazards 
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Trench collapsing on employee 
	1
	4
	4

	2
	Employee falling into the trench 
	2
	4
	8

	3
	Trench flooding 
	1
	2
	2

	4
	Electrocution, gas escape or explosion
	2
	5
	10

	5
	Lack of oxygen in the trench 
	1
	4
	4

	6
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	Severity of Injury
	5
	5Y
	10R
	15
	20
	25
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	1   very     unlikely

2   unlikely

3   likely

4   very likely

5   certainty
	1   nuisance

2   minor

3   medical treatment

4   major

5   fatal
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	Likelihood of Injury
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