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ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY

OBLIGATIONS TO FUTURE GENERATIONS

STUDY EXERCISES

What is the non-identity problem?

Can we make sense of the idea that we have obligations to non-existent people?
What is the person-affecting principle?

Does the person-affecting principle pay sufficient heed to future people?

What is the total view?

Are the implications of the total view repugnant?

Are human numbers a problem for the total view?

Why, according to Attfield, does the total view not advocate an increase in population in
the actual world?

What, in your view, is the extent of future-related responsibilities and what is their basis?

Do any of the suggested grounds for restricting future-related responsibilities deserve
sympathy?

If we have obligations to future people, what would they entail?

How might we weigh the interests of current people vs. future people?



