

Dementia awareness 

This assignment will give an overview of what dementia is, what effects dementia has on a person, the most common forms of the disease. As well as this, this assignment will also cover what training is available to both carers and their family and friends, how much each training procedure costs and where they can find the training, as well as what the cost of having dementia is. 
According to alzheimersresearchuk.org (2019) Dementia is a word describing symptoms such as memory loss, confusion, mood changes and difficulty with daily tasks. There are many types of Dementia such as: Vascular dementia, Lewi Body dementia, Frontotemporal dementia, Parkinson disease dementia. Alzheimer’s being the most well-known type, with 850,000 suffers of dementia overall, this is expected to rise by 2021. Ageuk.org (2019) agrees with this definition. Dementiaconsortium.org (2019) supports this saying 61% of woman are at a higher risk compared to 39% of men. NHS.uk (2019) explains although there is no cure currently, the earlier a person is diagnosed with the condition, the easier it is to slow down the degenerative disease is. 
In the United Kingdom and Wales there are many forms of dementia training provided, but one of the main Dementia training suppliers is Alzheimer’s Society. This is a program founded by the government but run mainly from donations from the public. They give training, awareness and support for the families and friends. They supply two types of training. The first one is for the public which on average costs £139 per person and aims to teach how dementia affects the sufferer’s behaviour and the signs and symptoms which come with the disease. This course is mainly focused as an online interactive, one day course, however, the company does provide a seminar for training in London, once a month on a first come first serve basis. The second form of training is meant to help the health carers to understand how to deal with the residents or patients affected by Dementia. This type of training is used by staff to ensure the best practice in supporting the daily tasks for the sufferer. This form of training is class based, providing handouts, showing presentations and completing a work-based booklet, mainly taking place in London and Leister again on a first come first serve basest cost of this training is approximately £338 per person, but a reduced fee of £169 for United Kingdom Health Care Assistant members states Alzheimerssociety.org (2019). Another form of training available in Wales, is called ‘Virtual Dementia Tour’, all of this provided by Training2care.co.uk (2019). This tour allows the public to get an incite into what dementia sufferers may have to deal with daily, covering the sight, hearing, mobility and feel.
Nice.org.uk (2015) shows in a public report in 2014-2015 Dementia in the United Kingdom cost National Health Service £26.2Billion. According to NCBI.nlm.gov (2009) men aged 75 and over are more likely to care for their spouse the female, with 40% of men in 2008 admitting to being in this role in their home lives. Alzheimers.org.uk (2019) reveals that the cost for a care home is in between £600-1200 per week with a good quality of care costing least £20 per hour. They also report that for a dementia sufferer or their families it would take up to 125 years to afford this service comfortably, the site suggesting it costs the families an average of £100,000 for an individual’s dementia care, this in relation to illnesses such as heart diseases and cancers being treated for free during their needs. Alzheimers.org also reports that the public are more and more worried about social care services due to the ageing population of today, this ahead of education, crime and the environment. Kingsfund.org (2019) support this saying they expect by 2026, dementia will cost £24 billion. The site expects this money to come from the families and social services supporting the families and sufferers rather than the National Health Service. 
Dementiastatistics.org (2019) shows that in hospital about 25% of beds are patients who suffer from dementia, the length of time is usually longer than people without dementia and sometimes the patient discharge can be delayed in supporting them to leave the hospital. 
In conclusion Dementia is not only affecting the sufferer, it also has great effects over a whole society from friends and family members to health care professionals which work together to keep the sufferer in a person centred manner, trying to make the sufferer life as easier as can be by still integrating and accepting the sufferer in the community, preventing isolation and quicker onset.  
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