	
	
	



“Book Project” Evaluation                                                                     Harvey Childs
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[bookmark: _Int_L1fyLsDl]From a contextual standpoint, my photo-book project addresses my personal experience as an autistic adult, considering sensory and societal perceptions. Titled A Figure of Eight, referring to the iconographical relation to autistic inclusivity, this publication takes on the form of 3 separate zine-style books. Each book has a designated “key word” (sensory, stigma and expression) which aids a dialogue throughout; the dialogue in question is taken directly from an interview which was conducted between myself and a peer. A Figure of Eight comes from a personal point of view, both visually and textually, as I propose a narrative on how I have gained a greater understanding of myself since being diagnosed.
[bookmark: _Int_7k9DoHTK]Initially, my outcome was going to be about autism as a whole, integrating the experiences of others as a way of representing the diversity of the neurodevelopmental disorder. To begin my research, I announced an “open call” to the autistic community, in the hopes of a creative response. I assigned a task which required participants to write about their experience on plain white paper, which would allow for them to be transferred into the books as hand-written text. This was rolled out via e-mail, Instagram and Facebook.
[image: ]                        [image: ]
Unfortunately, the response to my open call was very underwhelming. In total, I received 2 visual responses. Given the timeframe, this led me to reconsider the direction of my project. I eventually decided to narrow it down to my experience only, which also made more sense as the imagery being included was going to be from my personal environment. Which leads me to my second form of primary research; the interview. Prior, I was planning to record myself in a public space, talking about my experience as an autistic person; this was also going to contribute with my outcome for my exhibition work. I realised that I was not comfortable with this method, so I had to reconvene and think of an alternative option. I concluded that a one-to-one conversation would feel more natural. I booked the studio and curated a set-up appropriate for an interview. With the assistance of Serena, she took the lead in asking questions which I tried to answer at length. This method worked effectively as a both a source material for my books and video piece. 
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[bookmark: _Int_otvu8LOx]Secondary research developed from exploring photo-books and works from other artists. One project in particular was Liam’s World (2014) by Erin Lefevre, which was a key piece of work that motivated the direction of my project. 
Throughout the process of development, I have harnessed skills that I will likely pursue in future practices. The process of binding was a lot simpler than I expected and exploring the diverse forms that a photo-book can undertake was eye-opening. This has made me consider the possibilities of transferring my own work in a book format. I have also learnt the importance of curation and how my images interact with the reader, based on their layout. In A Figure of Eight, I considered the context of my images in relation to the books’ themes; this was accomplished with the merge of text and imagery. 
It is important to note that my photo-books were hand-made. My reasoning for this is that the work comes from a personal standpoint, so taking on the role of the “creator” was appropriate. This also allowed me to experiment with different materials and forms. For example, my choice to use recycled rice paper for the cover came from a need for texture, as opposed to commercial finish. I feel that if I were to publish this series through a professional service, like Blurb, it would lose its identity. Exploring this project through the medium of 3 booklets allowed me to expand into themes that concern me, in a chronological manner. If I merged each book into a singular object, it would become linear, and the sense of interactivity would be lost.
Overall, I am satisfied with my finalised outcome, however, there are a few things I would reconsider if I were to do it again. Firstly, I would re-evaluate my use of materials. The inner pages of my books were printed on cartridge paper; I would like to investigate the impact a different paper would have. Initially, I planned to include hand-written text, which I did not due to time constraints. Although I did not plan on print through a professional service, I am interested in how the subject matter would change if it were in this format. 
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Firstly, let me introduce myself. My name is Harvey and I’'m on the Autism Spectrum. I'm currently studying my
second-year and working towards an outcome which is a photo-book.

The theme is open-ended and I've decided to base my project around my experience as someone on the spectrum.
Alongside my photographs, | want to include hand-written text describing my experiences. Given that Autism is a
spectrum, the experience will vary from person-to-person, so my experience with sensory and other aspects won’t
account for everyone. This is where you come in.

As long as you are comfortable, | would appreciate your input. There is a particular format that | want so it can be
transferred into book form.

| would like you write down how you experience life as an autistic person on plain white paper (ideally with black ink).
This could be about sensory, interacting with other people, or how you cope (it's completely up to you). Feel free to go
into as much or as little detail as you like; any contribution will be very much appreciated. I’'m hoping for at least 20
responses to accompany the volume of photographs | am aiming for, but | am open for more.

Or if you have a sibling, spouse or family member on the Autism Spectrum, their input is also welcome.

You can reply to me with your response at my email (2205168@student.uwtsd.ac.uk)

Thank you to anyone who that contributes, and | look forward to your responses.
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For those who don’t know me, my name is

Harvey Childs and | am an autistic
OPEN CA ! ! photographer studying at UWTSD.

| am currently developing a photo-book as part

of my final submission. The theme is open-

bo bhe aubisbic Communiby ended, so | decided to base it around the

experience of an autistic individual.

View Insights Boost Post

[ read below for debails ] OQVvY N

@O Liked by neofuturyzm and others
1 April

@ Add a comment...





